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PREFACE. 



Sorrow is excluded from no circle : it is abun- 

• 

dantly distributed, and it is sbared in some 
measure by all. So long as there is calamity in 
the world, any attempt to alleviate it cannot be 
unseasonable: and in the hope, that he might 
present to some at least of those, who are '< in 
sorrow, trouble, need, sickness, or any other ad- 
versity," suitable aids for meditation and praVer^ 
together with topics of scriptural consolation, the 
editor was induced to undertake the present 
little manual. It consists of two parts ; viz. : — 

I. A Practical Essay on Affliction, in- 
cluding the Doctrine of the Holy Scriptures 
concerning the origin and design of afflictions ; 
observations* on the best preparation for afflic- 
tions and for the improvement of them, together 
with our duty on being delivered therefrom ; and 
on the privilege and duty of prayer, especially 
in seasons of affliction. 

II. Consolation for the Afflicted: or, 
a Series of Meditations and Prayers. Of these, a 
considerable portion is selected and arranged 
from the Scriptures, especiaVY^ feojoi ^^"^w^ ^ 

♦ These observadons are abridged «to\sv V5ae eooNRSSS^^ 
tioDs of Sir Matthew Hale. See ^otje Vcv v ^'^• 
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I'-.i.iiis »\iiulj, wliik' liu'v carrv with them the 
^•- lit si »Mi.Jn .iiul aiuhority to every truly 
1 iiitsiiiii iiiiiul, .tit' {Kvulimly titted to express 
ct.i I.I , iirii..ii (ho (Ivxout ittloccions of the heart. 
III. •• iii-iiiiiiiy; |iiri>v*is aiiU luoditations are se- 
'• . !• .1, |ti MM iiiailv. iit>iii (he Liturgy of the United 
I it-ii.ii ii I ii^Jinul .mil Ireland, ^pronounced by 
• >>■(. ii.MiMil iiul iiMMlid disi«t.Mithi^ minister to 
!•(• iIm- iiisi 111 uniii.N|Mi'od c'uuipotiitionsy''} and 
I •«.(•! iiir <ti>«i'iit>iiiil w I littles i»t' our earlier English 
•ii^iiii-M. *»lMi<t> iMiiMi^M iuv a siitiicient guarantee 
!>>! itit> t tiii«H iiu'riM oi' the sentiments therein 

I'd ih\id%-> nlu) **aio ill hoiiviiicss through mani- 
(oM tvHi|>iciiu>iiH«" and wlio ** know — every man 

ilie plu^ue ui' UiH i>nii Iiomi:" — to those who 
aie " wciirv iuidlu'avv UuUW uiid whose ''hearts 
are luiluig thcni lot tear : " - to ail " who do truly 
and earnestly ie|H'nt, iuid iu-e heartily sorry fiw 
tlieir ^ns, and w ho do iK^licve the &i;ospel : " — to ally 
in tinei who " are any ways alUicted in mind* body* 
or estaie," is this little Manual oi Counsels* Me- 
ditattuitct* IVayers iuid Ptomisets respectfully 
ottered, in the hi>(K' tliiit» with die oiviNS 
Bti£s«iN^^ it may pro^e an aid to devotion* and 
utav lead them to the onlv souiw ot' consolation 
iu trouble* communion with the bather of Mercies 
^ and Hod of ail Comfort, and with Hi:^ S>u Jesus 
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A I^BAYEA, 
(bT STMON FAT&ICK, D.D. BISHOP OF XLT.) 



TOUCHSAFE, O LORD, TO EYBBT OKK THAT 
SHALL FXBUSE THIS BOOK THE ILLUMINATION 
OF THT HOLT SPIRIT, TO UKDERSTAKD THOSE 
THINGS WHICH ARE FAITHFULLY DECLARED 
THEREIN, ACCORDING TO THT MIND AND WILL : 
AND WORK IN ALL OUR HEARTS MOST DEVOUT 
AFFECTIONS TO OUR BLESSED SAVIOUR, FOR 
OUR INCREASE IN FAITH, AND LOVE, aIvD 
HOLT OBEDIENCE. AMEN. 



CHAPTER I. 



THE DOCTRINE OF 8CRIPTURE CONCERNING THE 
ORIGIN AND DESIGN OF AFFLICTIONS. 



SECTION I. 

ON THE 60UBCE OF AFFLICTIONS. 

1. Afflictions are appointed by God himself. 

Although affliction cometh not forth of the 
dust, neither doth trouble spring out of the 
ground; yet man is bom unto trouble as the 
sparks fly upward. Man, that is bom of woman, 
is of few days, and full of trouble. His flesh 
upon hin^ shall have pain ; and his soul within 
him shall mourn. All his days are sorrow ; and 
his travail, grief: yea, his heart taketh not rest 
in the night. The days of our years are three 
score years and ten : and if, by reason of strength, 
they be four score years, yet is their strength 
labour and sorrow ; for it is soon cut off, and we 
flee away. (Job v. 6, 7« ; xiv. 1. 22. Eccles. 
ii.23, PsaLjtc. 10.) 

Man is chastened also with ^VTi\]L\^xv\^&\^^\ 
and the multitude of his bones w\xX\ %Xxwv^^^i«».\ 
^ that big life abhorreth bxes^ ttxi^\3:%a ^^ 
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dainty meat. His fleah is consumed away that 
it cannot be seen; and liii bones, that were 
not seen, stick out. Lo I all these things norketh 
God oftentimes with man, to bring back his soul 
ftoin the pit to be enlightened with the light of 
the lifing. (Job xxxiii. 1&~22. 29, SO) 

[Let] no man be moved by these afflictions, 
for yourselves know that we are appointed there- 
unto. In tlie world [saith Christ j, ye shall have 
tribulation : but, be of good cheer, I have over- 
come the world. Yea, all that will live godly in 
Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution. (1 Thess. 
iii. 3. John xvi. 33. 2 Tim. iii. 12.) 

2. Afflictions are no proof of ffuill, tfiougk 
Oiey are »om^nies the consequence of sin, and the 
punisfiment of guilt. 

Suppose ye that the Galilsans [| whose blood 
Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices] were 
sinners above all the Galileeana, because they 
suffered such things? Or those eighteen, upon 
whom the tower in Siloam fell, and slew them ; 
think ye that they were sinners above all men 
that dwelt in Jerusalem? I tell you, nay. But, 
except ye repent, ye shall all likewise periah. 
(Luke xiii. 2. i, 5.) 

Tlie Lord God said unto Adam : BECAUSE 
thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, 
and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded 
thee saying, "Tliou shalt not eat of it;" cursed 
is the ground for thy sake ; in sorrow shalt thou 
eat of it all the days of thy life, 'iliorns also and 
thistles shall it bring forth to thcc ; and thou 
s/is/i eat the herb of the field. \n iXie swcax, o^ 
thyfiice shall thou eat bread unu\ Osou xeVwrvi V» 



, . CONCERNIMO AFFLICTIONS. 5, 

.th^ groujady for out of it wast thou taken : for 
dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return. 
(Pen. iii. 17—19.) 

The sluggard will not plow by reason of the 
cold: THSREFORB shall he beg in harvest, and 
have nothing. Who hath woe? who hath sor- 
row ? who hath contentions ? who hath wounds 
widiout cause ? who hath redness of eyes ? They 
that tarry long at the wine. (Prov. xx. 4.; xxiii. 
29,30.) 

The foolishness of man perverteth his way, 
and. his heart fretteth against the Lord. He 
that soweth vanity, shall reap vanity. Where- 
fore doth a living man complain ? a man for the 
punishment of his sins. Ye have plowed wicked- 
ness; ye have reaped iniquity; ye have eaten 
the fruit of lies. (Prov. xix. 3. Lam. iii. 39. 
Hos. X. 13.) 

3. Afflictions are sometimes the means of brings 
ing back transgressors to their duty* 

Thou shalt consider in thine heart, that as a 
man chasteneth his son, so the Lord thy God 
chasteneth thee. When Manasseh was in afflic- 
tion, he besought the Lord his God, and humbled 
himself greatly before the God of his fathers. 
Behold, happy is the man whom God correcteth : 
.therefore despise not thou the chastening of the 
Almighty. Many are the afflictions of the righteous. 
If they be bound in fetters, and be holden in the 
cords of affliction, then he showeth them their 
work and their transgressions that they have ex- 
ceeded. (Deut. viii. 5. 2. Chrou. xxx\\\%\*I% X^ 
v. 17. Psal. xxxiv. 20. Job xxx\\.^>^>) 

WJien He slew them, then lYve^ €»o>3J^^^Vwwsv\ 
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and they returned and inquired early after God. 
Such as sit in darkness and in the- shadow of 
death, being fast bound in affliction and iron, 
BECAUSE they rebelled against the words of Gbd 
and contemned the counsel of the Most High ; 
THEREFORE He brought down their heart with 
labour. They fell down, and there was none to 
help. Then they cried unto the Lord in their 
trouble, and He saved them out of their dis- 
tresses. Lord, in trouble they have visited 
Thee; they poured out a prayer, when thy 
chastening was upon them. (Psal. Ixxviii. 34w 
cvii. 10 — 13. Isa. xxvi. 16.) 



SECTION IL 

ON THE DESIGN OF GOD IN THE PERMISSION OF 

AFFLICTIONS. 

1. AffUctUms are not marks of the anger ^ 
God^ Imt of Ms paternal love ; and are intended to 
show the evil of departing from God; and also in 
order that his children may not be condemned toitk 
the world. 

God doth not afflict willingly, nor grieve the 
children of men. Whom the Lord loveth, he 
correcteth ; even as a father the son, in whom 
he delighteth. As many as I love, I rebuke and 
chasten. Like as a father pitieth his children, so 
the Lord pitieth them that fear Him. (Lam. 
j'n. 33. Prov. iii. 12. Heb. xu. 6. IR-e^ . \v\. \9. 
I^sal diL 13.) 
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Thpe own wickedness shall correct thee, and 
thy backslidmgs shall reprove thee. Know 
therefore and see, that it is an evil thing and 
bitter, that thou hast forsaken the Lord thy 
God ; and that my fear is not in thee, saith the 
Lord God of Hosts. 

When we are judged, we are chastened of the 
Lord, that we should not be condemned with 
the world. The Lord hath chastened me sore, 
but He hath not given me over unto death. The 
Lord hath taken you and brought you forth out 
of the iron furnace, even out of Egypt, to be 
unto Him a people of inheritance, as ye nre this 
day. (1 Cor. xi. 32. Psal. cxviii. 18. Deut. 
iv. 20.) 

2. Afflictians are designed to turn us aside 
from iniquity* 

If they be h olden in cords of affliction, .... 
He openeth also their ear to discipline, and com- 
mandeth that they return from iniquity. He 
openeth the ears of men, and sealeth their in- 
struction, that He may withdraw man from his 
purpose, and hide pride from man. I will instruct 
thee and teach thee in the way which thou shalt 
^p* I will guide thee with mine eye. (Job xxxvi. 
8. 10.; xxxiii. 16, 17. Psal. xxxii. 8.) 

The children of Israel cried unto the Lord, 
saying, We have sinned against Thee ; we have 
sinned: do Thou unto us whatsoever seemeth 
good unto Thee. (Judg. x. 10. 15.) 

3. Afflictions are designed for the trial of our 
faith and obedience. 

Thou shalt remember all the vj^j >n\v\Oi\ ^^ 
Lord thy God hath led thee ^^^ v^o^^ 
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thee, to know what was in thine heart, whether 
thou wouldest keep his commandments or no. 
Who led thee through that great and terrible 
wilderness, wherein were fiery serpents, and 
scorpions, and drought, where there was no 
water, .... that he might provb thee. (Deut. 
viii. 2. 15, 16.) 

In the business of the ambassadors of the 
princes of Babylon, who sent to Hezekiah to 
inquire of the wonders done in the land [of 
Judah], God left him, to try him, that He 
might know all that was in his heart. (2 Chron. 
xxxii. 31.) 

Some of them of understanding shall fall, to 
TRY them. The fining pot is for silver, and the 
furnace for gold: but the Lord trieth the 
hearts. Thou, O God, hast proved us ; thou hast 
tried us, as silver is tried. (Dan. xi. 35. Prov. 
xvii. 3. Psal. Ixvi. 10.) 

Blessed is the man whom Thou chastenest, O 
Lord, and teaches t him out of Thy law. Before 
I was afflicted I went astray ; but now have I 
kept Thy word. It is good for me that I have 
been afflicted, that I might learn Thy statutes. 
I know, O Lord, that Thy judgments are right ; 
and that Thou, in very faithfulness, hast afflicted 
me. (Psal. xciv. 12. ; cxix. 67. 71. 75.) 

Sorrow is better than laughter: for by the 
sadness of the countenance the heart is made 
better. "^VTien Thy judgments are in the earth, 
the inhabitants of the world will learn righteous- 
ness. Tribulation worketh patience. [God chas- 
teneth us] that the trial of out fa\\k \ie\Tv^ Tsaote 
precious than gold, though it be tt\e^N«*\\3si^^, 
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might be found unto praise, and honour, and glory 
at the appearing of Jesus Christ. (Eccl. vii. 3. 
Isa. xxvi. 9. Rom. v. 3. 1 Pet i. 7.) 

4. Afflictions are designed to promote humility. 

Thou shalt remember all the way which the 
Lord thy God hath led thee .... to humble 
thee. Beware that thou forget not the Lord 
thy God, in not keepmg his commandments^ and 
his judgments, and his statutes, which I com- 
mand thee this day : lest, when thou hast eaten 
and art full, and hast built goodly houses and 
dwelt therein, and when thy herds and thy flocks 
multiply, and thy silver and thy gold is multi- 
plied, and all that thou hast is multiplied ; then 
thine heart be lifted up, and thou forget the 
Lord thy God, .... who fed thee in the wilder- 
ness with manna, which thy fathers knew not, . . 
to HUMBLE thee. (Deut. viii. 2. 11 — 14. 16.) 

When Nebuchadnezzar's heart was lifted up, 
and his mind hardened in pride, he was deposed 
from his kingly throne, and they took his glory 
from him. And he was driven from the sons of 
men, and his heart was made like the beasts, and 
his dwelling was with the wild asses : they fed 
him with grass like oxen, and his body was wet 
with the dew of heaven, till he knew that the 
Most High God ruled in the kingdom of men, 
and that he appointeth over it whomsoever he 
will. (Dan. v. 20, 21.) 

Every valley shall be exalted, and every moun- 
tain and hill shall be made low ; and the crooked 
shall be made straight, and t\\e xow^ ^'^^^'s* 
p/ain, (Isa. xh 4.) 
Lest Paul should be exalted aboNe xcve^^^ax^ 



.... there was giveD to him a tlioro in the flesh, 
the messenger of Satan, to buffet him. (2 Cor. 
xii. 10.) 

5. AffUdiom are further desigjied to make us 
partakers of God's Holitiess, aad bring forth more ■ 

Purthermore, we have had fathers of our flesh, 
who chastened ua after their own pleasure ; but 
God [chaateneth us] for our profit, that we might 
be partakers of His holiness. (Meb. xii. 9, lO.) 

Behold ! I have refined thee, but not with sil- 
ver : I have chosen thee in the furnace of 
affliction. (Isa. xlviii. 10.) 

I am the true Vine, and my Father is the 
husbandman. Every branch in me that beareth 
not fruit, he taketh away ; and every branch that 
beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bhino 

FORTH MORE FRUIT. (Joho XV. 1, 2.) 

The path of the just is as the shining light, 
that shinetli more and more unto the perfect 
day. Then shall we know, if we follow on to 
know the Lord. His going forth is prepared 
as the morning; and he shall come unto us as 
the rain, as the latter and former rain unto the 
earth. (Prov. iv.18. Hos. vi.3.) 

The grace of God, that bringetli salvation unto 
all men, hath appeared ; teaching us, that, deny- 
ing ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live 
soberly, righteously, and godly in this present 
world; looking for that blessed hope, and the 
glorious appearing of our great God and Saviour 
Jesus Christ; who gave himself for us, that he 
might redeem us from all iwiquitij, iai4 BijBAn 
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unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good 
works. (Tit ii. 11—14.) 

6. Afflictions are designedy that the life of Jesus 
should be manifested in his body (the church\ 
and that every believing member of it should oe 
glorified together with him^ and finally may enjoy 
an everlasting rest. 

Though he [Christ] was crucified through 
weakness, yet he liveth by the power of God : 
for we also are weak in [marginal rendering 
with'} him, but we shall live with him by the 
power of God. (2 Cor. xiii. 4?.) 

Because (says Christ) I live, ye shall live also. 
(John xiv. 19.) 

It is a faithful saying : for if we be dead with 
him, we shall also live with him ; if we suffer, 
we shall also reign with him ; if we deny him, 
he will also deny us. (2 Tim. ii. 10, 11.) 

If [we are] children, then [are we] heirs, 
heirs of God, and joint heirs with Christ : if so 
be that we suffer with him, that we may be also 
glorified together. For I reckon that the suffer- 
ings of this present time are hot worthy to be 
compared with the glory which shall be revealed 
in us. For our light affliction, which is but for a 
moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding 
and eternal weight of glory,' while we look not 
at the things which are seen, but at the things 
which are not seen : for the things which are 
seen are temporal, but the things which are not 
seen are eternal. (Rom. viii. 18. 2 Cor. iv. 17.) 

This is thankworthy, if a maxv ^ot ctt\!L^^v«NR». 
toward God endure grief, sufieTvcv^ ^\qjw^\S^' 



Rdoi'ce, inasmucli as ye are partakers of Christ's 
autterings; tliat, when his glory aliiill be re- 
vealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy. 
(1 Pet. 11.19. iv. 13.) 

Blessed is the man that endureth temptation : 
for, when he is tried, he shall receive the crown 
of life, which the Lord hath promised to them 
that love him. (James i. 22.) 

But, in order that we may attain this glorious 
reward, we must renieinber what our Saviour 
declares to be indispensably necessary. " If any 
man will [be willing to] come afler me, let luq} 
deny himself, and take up hia cross and follow 
me.'' (Matt, xvi.24.) 

" Father I I will, that they also whom Thou 
hast given me, may be with me where I am ; that 
tbey may behold Thy glory which Thou hast 
given me ; for Thou lovest me before the found- 
ation of the world," (John xvi. Z*.) 

Paul and Barnabas conlirmed the souls of the 
disciples, exhorting them to continue in the 
faith, and that we must through much tribu- 
lation enter the Ecingdom of God. (Acts xiv. 22.) 

What are these which are arrayed in white 
robes, and whence come they? These are they 
which came out of great tribulation, and have 
washed their robes, and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb. (Rev. vii. 17, 18.) 

Blessed is the man whom thou chastenest, 
Lord, and teachest him out of Thy Law ; that 
thou mayest give him rest Irom the days of 
adversity, and do him good at his latter end. 
(Paul. xcir. 12, 13. Deut. viii. \h>t 
^^^ere rejnai'netli therefore a itE.sT Xo Jk^ 
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people of God, Let us labour therefore to enter 
into that rest, lest any man fall after the^ame ex- 
ample of unbelief [as the disobedient Israelites]. 
(Heb.iv.8. 11.) 

I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me : — 
Write, Blessed are the dead which die in the 
Lord, from henceforth : Yea, saith the Spirit, 
that they may rest from- their labours, and their 
works do follow them. And God shall wipe away 
all tears from their eyes : and there shall be no 
more death, neither sorrow nor crying, neither 
shall there be any more pain: for the former 
things are passed away. (Rev.xiv. 13. ; xxi. 4.) 



SECTION III. 

ON THE DUTIES OF THE AFFLICTED. 

1. Attention, Docility, and Self-Exami- 
NATiON. — iln the day of prosperity be joyful, but 
in the day of adversity consider. God also hath 
set the one over against the other, to the 
end that man should find nothing ^ter him. 
(Eccl. vii. 14.) 

Now, therefore, thus saith the Lord of Hosts, 
Consider your ways. Hear ye the rod, and who 
hath appointed it. (Hagg. i. 5. Mic. vi. 9.) 

Be ye not as the horse or as the rivwle^, ^tv\K!<cv 
hare no understanding, whose Ttvow>\\ xw^sX. \i^ 
Ae/d in with bit and bridle. (l?s^\* ^^^^ax-^^^J 
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Behold I happy is the man whom God cor- 
recteth : therefore, despise not thou the chasten- 
ing of the Almighty. My son, despise not the 
chastening of the Lord ; neither be weary of his 
correction, nor feint when thou art rebuked of 
Him. Keceive, I pray thee, the law from Hia 
mouth, and lay up His words in thine heart. 
(Joh V. 17- Froy. iii. 11. Heb. v. 12. Job 
xxii. 22.) 

2. HuMiLiT's, — Humble yourselves therefore 
under the mighty hand of God, that He may 
exalt you in due time. Humble vourselves in 
the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up. 
(IPet. V.6. James iv. 10.) 

He hath shewed thee, O man, what is good; 
and what doth the Lord require of thee, but to 
do justly, and to love mercy, and to wafk humbly 
with thy God. (Mic. vi. 8.) 

S. Confession of Sins. — Only acknowledge 
thine iniquity, that thou hast trangressed against 
the Lord thy God. (Jer. iii. 13.) 

(1.) So did David. — I have sinned greatly, be- 
cause I have done this thing : but now, I beseech 
thee, do away the iniquity of thy servant, for I 
have done very foolishly. (1 Chron. xxi. 8.) 

(2.) So did Jeremiah, addressing the Hebrews 
after the destruction of Jerusalem; — Let uS 
search and try our ways, and turn again unto 
the Lord. Let us lift up our heart with our 
hands unto God in tlie heavens. We have trans- 
gressed and rebelled ; and thou hast not pardoned. 
(Lam. iii. 40—4.2.) 

' (S.) So did Daniel, — 1 prayed viti\.o vVe \jCiwj 
oiyGod, and made my confessvow, a^\iftw4-. -- 
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O Lord, the great and dreadful God, keeping 
the covenant and mercy to them that love Him, 
and to them that keep his commandments I We 
have sinned, and committed iniquity, and have 
done wickedly, and have rebelled, even by de- 
parting from Thy precepts and from Thy judg- 
ments. Neither have we hearkened unto Thy 
servants the prophets, which spake in Thy name 
to our kings, to our princes, and to our fathers, 
and to all the people of the land. O Lord, 
righteousness belongeth unto Thee, but unto us 
confusion effaces, as at this day; — to our kings, 
to our princes, and to our fathers, because we 
have sinned against Thee. To the Lord our 
God belong mercies and forgivenesses though 
we have rebelled against Him ; neither have we 
obeyed the voice of the Lord our God, to walk 
in His laws which He set before us by His 
servants the prophets. Yea, all Israel have 
transgressed Thy law, eVen by departing, that 
they may not obey Thy voice : therefore the 

curse is poured upon us All this evil is come 

upon us, yet made we not our prayer before the 
Lord our God, that we might turn from our 
iniquities, and understand Thy truth. Therefore 
hath the Lord watched upon the evil, and 
brought it upon us: for the Lord our God is 
righteous in all that he doeth; for we obeyed 
not his voice. (Dan. ix. 4 — 11. 13, 14.) 

4. Repentance — Conversion. — O Israel, 
return unto the Lord thy God, for thou hast 
fallen by thine iniquity. Take with yovx woxda^ 
and turn unto the Lord and Bay wnVi^vav \T^^ 
away all iniquity y and receive ua ^t^.c\wi^^> ^si 

c 2 1 
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will we render the calves of our lips, [that « 
the sacrifice of praise to God, continuaUy.] 
(Hos. xiv. 1, 2. Heb. xiii. 15.) 

Turn you at my reproof: behold I will pou 
out my spirit unto you ; I will make kno^n m; 
words unto you. (Prov. i. 23.) 

Return, ye backsliding children ; I will hea 
your backslidings. Behold we come unto Thee 
for Thou art the Lord our God. (Jer. iii. 22.) 

Return ye now every one from his evil wa^ 
and make your ways and your doings good 
Therefore, turn thou unto thy God : keep mere; 
and judgment, and wait on God continual!} 
(Jer. xviii. 11. Hos. xii. 6.) 

Come, and let us return unto the Lord : fo 
He hath torn, and He will heal us. He hatl 
smitten, and He will bind us up. (Hos. vi. L) 

Therefore also now, saith the Lord, turn y 
to me with all your heart, and with fasting, am 
weeping, and mourning: and rend your hear 
and not your garments, and turn unto the LoRi 
your God ; for He is gracious and merciful, s\o\ 
to anger, and of great kindness, and repentetl 
Him of the evil. (Joel ii. 13, 14.) 

Example of Repentance, — The king of Ninevel 
caused it to be proclaimed and published througl 
Nineveh (by the decree of the king and his no 
bles), saymg : — Let neither man nor beast, hen 
nor flock, taste any thing ; let them not feed no 
drink water. But let man and beast be covered 
with sackcloth, and cry mightily unto God : yea 
let them turn every one from his evil way, an< 
/rom the violence that is in l\\e\T Vwrnds, (Joel i 
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5. Prayer. — Call upon me in the day of 
trouble : I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glo- 
rify me. (Psal. 1. 15.) 

Seek the Lord, and' His strength ; seek His 
face, evermore. Seek ye Me, and ye shall live. 
(Psal. cv. 4. Amos v. i.) 

Let us lifl up our heart with our hands unto 
God in the heavens. (Lam. iii. 41.) 

Is any among you afflicted? — Let him pray. 
(James v. 13.) 

Examples of Prayer under Affliction, 

(1.) David. — As for me, I will call upon God: 
ana tne Lord shall save me. Give ear to my 
•prayer, O God : and hide not thyself from my 
supplication. Be merciful unto me, O God; 
be merciful unto me, for my soul trusteth in 
Thee ; yea, in the shadow of Thy wings will I 
make my refuge, until these calamities be over- 
past. From the end of the earth will I cry unto 
Thee, when my heart is overwhelmed : lead me 
to the rock that is higher than I. O Lord, in 
Thee do I put my trust, save me from all them 
that persecute me ; and deliver me. I will call 
upon the Lord, who is worthy to be praised: 
so shall I be saved from mine enemies. In my 
distress I called upon the Lord, and cried unto 
my God ; He heard my voice out of His temple, 
and my cry came before Him. (Psal. Iv. 16, 1.; 
Ivii. 1.; Ixi. 2.; vii. 1.; xviii. 3. 6.) 

(2.) Hezekiah, in those days when he was 
sick, turned his face to the wall, and prayed to 
the Lord. (2 Kings xx. 1, 2.^ 
(3.) Manasseh, when he wa^ Vcv ^^\OC\o^ ^^ 

c 3 
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sought the Lord his God ; and humbled himself 
greatly before the God of his fathers, and prayed 
unto Him : and He was entreated of him, and 
heard his supplications. (2 Chron. xxxiii. 12, 13.) 

(4.) Daniel. — I set my face unto the I^ord 
God, to seek by prayer and supplications, with 
fasting, and sackcloth and ashes ; and I prayed 
unto the Lord my God, and made my confession. 
(Dan. ix. 3, 4. Read the whole chapter.) 

(5.) Paul. — For this thing ("the thorn in hie 
flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet him, lest 
he should be exalted above measure,") I be- 
sought the Lord thrice, that it might depart 
from me. (2 Cor. xii. 7, 8.) 

(6.) Lastly, and above sdl, is the example of 
our adorable Redeemer, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
when " his soul was exceeding sorrowful, even 
unto death :" who, in the days of his flesh, when 
he had offered up prayers and supplications, 
with strong crying and tears unto him that was 
able to save him from death, was heard in that 
he feared. (Heb. v. 7. with Matt. xxvi. 36, &c. 
Mark xiv. 32, &c. Luke, xxii. 39, &c, 

6. Patience. — It is good that a man should 
both hope and quietly wait for the salvation of 
the Lord. Wait on the Lord, and be of good 
courage; and He shall strengthen thine heart. 
Wait, I say, on the Lord, and He shall strengthen 
your heart. They that wait upon the Lord shall 
renew their strength. (Lam. iii. 26. Psal. xxvii. 
14.; xxxi. 24. Isai. xl. 31.) 

Rest in the Lord, and wait patiently for 
I//M : fret not thyself because oi Vvvrev vj\\o "^xo%- 
pervth in his way, because oi V\\vi xv\v\.w >K\\<i 
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bringeth wicked devices to pass: knowing this, 
that the trial of your faith worketh patience. 
But let patience have her perfect work, that ye 
may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing. 
(Psal. xxxvii. 7. James i. 3, 4.) 

In your patience possess ye your souls; re- 
joicing in hope, patient in tribulation, continuing 
instant in prayer. (Luke xxi. 19. Rom. xii. 12.) 

Take, my brethren, the prophets who have 
spoken in the name of tlie Lord, for an example 
of suffering affliction and of patience. Behold, 
we count them happy which endure. Ye have 
heard of the patience of Job, and have seen the 
end of the Lord ; that the Lord is very pitiful, 
and of tender mercy. (James v. 10, 11.) 

We cease not to pray for you, and to desire 
that ye might be filled with the knowledge of 
his will, in all wisdom and spiritual understand- 
ing: that ye might walk worthy of the Lord 
unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good 
work, and increasing in the knowledge of God ; 
strengthened with all might, according to his 
glorious power, unto all patience and long suf- 
fering, with joyfulness. (Col. i. 9 — 1 1 .) 

We glory in you in the churches of God for 
your PATIENCE and faith in all your persecutions 
aad tribulations that ye endure. (2 Thess. i. 4.) 

7. Resignation to the Will of God. — 
We have had fathers of our flesh, which have 
corrected us, and we gave them reverence : shall 
we not much rather be in subjection to the 
Father of spirits, and live ? Humble -^owx^^n^'s,, 
therefore, under the mighty hand o^ Oo^, . • « 



20 THE DOCTRINE OF THE SCRIPTURES 

casting all your care upon Him, for he careth 
for you. (Heb. xii. 9. 1 Pet. v: 6, 7.) 

Cast thy burthen upon the Lord, and he shall 
sustain thee : He shall never suffer the righteous 
to be moved. Commit thy way unto the LiORD t 
trust also in Him, and He shall bring it to pass. 
(Psal. Iv. 22. ; xxxvii. 5.) 

Examples of designation, and of entire Svb' 
mission to the Dispensations of God. 

(1.) Job arose and rent his mantle, and shaved 
his head, and fell down upon the ground, and 
worshipped and said: — << Naked came I out of 
my mother's womb, and naked shall J return 
thither. The Lord gave, and the Lord hath 
taken away ; blessed be the name of the Lord.** 
Then said his wife unto him : << Dost thou still 
retain thine integrity? Curse God, and die!** 
But he said unto her : << Thou speakest as one 
of the foolish women speaketh : what ? Shall we 
not receive good at the hand of God, and shall 
we not receive evil?" (Job ii. 9, 10.) 

(2.) Aaron, after the death of his sons, Nadab 
and Abihu. — Then Mos6s said unto Aaron: 
<< This is it that the Lord spake, saying, I will 
be sanctified in them that come nigh me, and 
before all the people I will be glorified/' And 
Aaron held his peace. 

(3.) Eli. — Samuel told him every whit, and 
hid nothing from him : and he said, <' It is the 
Lord: let Him do what seemeth Him good." 
(1 Sam. iii. 18.) . 

(4.) David.— l^ He \lGod"i iWs say, "I 
have no delight in thee ;" behoVd, here am I A^^ 
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Him do to me as seemeth good unto Him. 
(2 Sam. XV. 26.) 

David said unto Gad, << I am in a great straight : 
let us now fall into the hands of the Lord (for 
his mercies are great), and let me not fall into 
the hand of man." (2 Sam. xxiv. 14.) 

(5.) The Lord Jesus Christ, in Gethsemane, 
kneeled down, and fell on his face on the ground, 
and prayed, that if it were possible the hour 
might pass from him. And he said : '' Abba, 
Father I all things are possible unto Thee. O 
my Father, if it be possible, take away this cup ; 
let it pass from me: nevertheless, not what I 
will, but what Thou wilt." Matt. xxvi. 39. Luke 
xxii. 41.) 

And again he went away the second time and 
prayed, and spake the same words, saying : " O 
my Father, if this cup may not pass from me 
except I drink it. Thy will be done." .... And 
he prayed the third time, saying : " Father I If 
thou be willing, remove this cup from me; never- 
theless, not my will, but thine be done." (Matt, 
xxvi. 42, 43. Luke xxii. 42.) 

8. Hope. — In thee, O Lord, do I hope. — 
Why art thou cast down, O my soul? And why art 
thou disquieted within me ? Hope thou in God. 
(Psal. xxxviii. 15.; xlii. 11.; xliii. 5.) 

Therefore turn thou to thy God : keep mercy 

and judgment ; and wait on [rcdher hope in] 

thy God continually. (Hos. xii. 6.) Our fathers 

- hoped in Thee : they trusted in Thee, and Thou 

didst deliver them. (Psal. xxii. 4.) 

This I recall to mind, therefore \\aN^Wss^, 
It is of the Lord's mercies thai v?e ace tvoX q.«sn^ 
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.... there was given to him a thorn in the flesh, 
the messenger of Satan, to buffet him. (2 Cor. 
xii. 10.^ 

5. Afflictions are further designed to mahe us 
partakers of God's Holiness, and bring forth more 
fruit. 

Furthermore, we have had fathers of our flesh, 
who chastened us after their own pleasure ; but 
God [chasteneth us] for our profit, that we might 
be partakers of His holiness. (Heb. xii. 9, 10.) 

Behold ! I have refined thee, but not with sil- 
ver: I have chosen thee in the furnace of 
affliction. (Isa. xlviii. 10.) 

I am the true Vine, and my Father is the 
husbandman. Every branch in me that beareth 
not fruit, he taketh away ; and every branch that 
beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bbiko 

FORTH MORE FRUIT. (John XV. 1, 2.) 

The path of the just is as the shining light, 
that shineth more and more unto the perfect 
day. Then shall we know, if we follow on to 
know the Lord. His going forth is prepared 
as the morning ; and he shall come unto us as 
the rain, as the latter and former rain unto the 
earth. (Prov. iv. 18. Hos. vi. 3.) 

The grace of God, that bringeth salvation unto 
all men, hath appeared ; teaching us, that, deny- 
ing ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live 
soberly, righteously, and godly in this present 
world; looking for that blessed hope, and the 
glorious appearing of our great God and Saviour 
Jesus Christ; who gave himself for us, that he 
might redeem us from all iniquity y atv^ ^\3^Yi'i 
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unto lumself a peculiar people, zealous of good 
works. (Tit. ii. 11—14.) 

6. Afflictions are designed^ thcU the life of Jesus 
shotUd be manifested in his body (the church\ 
and that every believing member of it shotUd be 
glorified together toith hinh and finally may enfoy 
an everlasting rest. 

Though he [Christ] was crucified through 
weakness, yet he liveth by the power of God : 
for we also are weak in [marginal rendering 
with"^ him, but we shall live with him by the 
power of God. (2 Cor. xiii. 4.) 

Because (says Christ) I live, ye shall live also. 
(John xiv. 19.) 

It is a faithful saying : for if we be dead with 
him, we shall also live with him ; if we suffer, 
we shall also reign with him ; if we deny him, 
he will also deny us. (2 Tim. ii. 10, 11.) 

If [we are] children, then [are we] heirs, 
heirs of God, and joint heirs with Christ : if so 
be that we suffer with him, that we may be also 
glorified together. For I reckon that the suffer- 
ings of this present time are hot worthy to be 
compared with the glory which shall be revealed 
in us. For our light affliction, which is but for a 
moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding 
and eternal weight of glory,' while we look not 
at the things which are seen, but at the things 
which are not seen : for the things which are 
seen are temporal, but the things which are not 
seen are eternal. (Rom. viii. 18. 2 Cor. iv. 17.) 

This is thankworthy, if a maxv fet ^.w^sRSsssRa. 
toward God endure grief > swSetvw^ ^xow^^^ 
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Rejoice, inasmucli as ye are partakers of Christ's 
sufferings; that, when his glory shall be re- 
vealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy. 
(1 Pet. ii.l9. iv. 13.) ' 

Blessed is the man that endureth temptation : 
for, when he is tried, he shall receive the crown 
of life, which the Lord hath promised to them 
that love him. (James i. 22.) 

But, in order that we may attain this glorious 
reward, we must remember what our Saviour 
declares to be indispensably necessary. " If any 
man will [be willing to] come after me, let hiig 
deny himself, and take up his cross and follow 
me," (Matt. xvi. 24.) 

*^ Father I I will, that they also whom Thou 
hast given me, may be with me where I am ; that 
they may behold Thy glory ^hich Tliou hast 
given me : for Thou lovest me before the found- 
ation of the world.** (John xvi. 24?.) 

Paul and Barnabas confirmed the souls of the 
disciples, exhorting them to continue in the 
faith, and that we must through much tribu- 
lation enter the kingdom of God. (Acts xiv. 22.) 

What are these which are arrayed in white 
robes, and whence come they? These are they 
which came out of great tribulation, and have 
washed their robes, and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb. (Rev. vii. 17, 18.) 

Blessed is the man whom thou chastenest, O 

Lord, and teachest him out of Thy Law ; that 

thou mayest give him rest from the days of 

adversity, and do him good at his latter end. 

(Psal. xciv. 12, 13. Deut.vui.15.') 

Tliere remaineth theTefore a b.^st x.o ^^ 
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people of God. Let us labour therefore to enter 
into that rest, lest any man fall after the«amc ex- 
ample of unbelief [as the disobedient Israelites] . 
(Heb.iv.8.11.) 

I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me: — 
Write, Blessed are the dead which die in the 
Lord, from henceforth : Yea, saith the Spirit, 
that they may rest from- their labours, and their 
works do follow them. And God shall wipe away 
all tears from their eyes : and there shall be no 
more death, neither sorrow nor crying, neither 
shall there be any more pain : for the former 
things are passed away. (Rev.xiv. IS. ; xxi. 4.) 



SECTION III. 

ON THE DUTIES OF THE AFFLICTED. 

1. Attention, DocilitYj and Self-exami- 
nation. — iln the day of prosperity be joyful, but 
in the day of adversity consider. God also hath 
set the one over against the other, to the 
end that man should find nothing after him. 
(Eccl. vii. 14.) 

Now, therefore, thus saith the Lord of Hosts, 
Consider your ways. Hear ye the rod, and who 
hath appointed it. (Hagg. i. 5. Mic. vi. 9.) 

Be ye not as the horse or as the txvvxle, ^IxvlK 
hare no understandings whose tcvom'Olv xcw.'sX. \iVi 
Ae/d in with bit and bridle. (Ps^\- iw«:\\A:i>) 

c 
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(Matt. viii. 5 — 13, compared with Luke vii. 2—10.) 
— the inhabitants of Gennesareth, (Matt. xhr. 
35, 36. compared with Mark vi. SG.)^ and the 
penitent malefactor. (Luke xxiii. 42, 43.} 

1 0. Holiness and fervent desires far noUness. 
I will hear what God the Lord will speak, for 

he will speak peace unto his people and his saints : 
but let them not turn again to folly. (Psal. 
Ixxxv. 8.) 

O Jerusalem, wash thine heart from wicked- 
ness, that thou mayest be saved : how long shall 
thy vain thoughts lodge within thee ? — ^Wash ye, 
make you clean ; put away the evil of your 
doings before mine eyes. Cease to do evfl^ 
learn to do well ; seek judgment, relieve the 
oppressed, judge for the fatherless, plead for the 
widow. Seek good and not evil, that ye may 
live : and so the Lord of hosts shall be with 
you. Surely it is meet to be said unto God, I 
have borne chastisement, I will not offend any 
more. That which I see not teach Thou me. If I 
have done iniquity, I will do no more. (Jer. iv. 14. 
Isa. i. 16, 17. Amos v. 14. Job xxxiv. 31, 32.) 

11. Joy. — Rejoice, inasmuch as ye are par- 
takers of Christ's sufferings; that, when his 
glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with 
exceeding joy. (1 Pet. iv. 14.) 

Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you and 
persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil 
against you falsely for my sake. Rejoice and 
be exceeding glad, for great is your reward in 
heaven : for so persecuted they the prophets 
which were before you. My btelVvteiv, cavxxvl It 
^U joy when ye fall into divers teiwv^\«tV)«itv«» \ 
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knowing that the trying of your faith worketh 
patience. (Matt. v. 11, 12. James i. 2, 3.) 

, Examples of Personsy who rejoiced amidst 

Tribulations, 

(1.) Peter and John. — They departed from 
the presence of the counci], rejoicing that they 
were counted worthy to suffer shame for Christ s 
name. (Acts v. 41.) 

(2.) Paul and Silas, at midnight, prayed and 
sang praises unto God. (Acts xvi. 25.) 

(3.) St. Paul. — I am filled with comfort, I 
am exceeding joyful in all our tribulation. 
(2 Cor. vii. 4.) 

(4.) The primitive Church ai Thessahnica: 
— Ye became followers of us and of the Lord, 
having received the word with much affliction, 
and joy of the Holy Ghost. ( 1 Thess. i. 6.) 

(5.) The Hebrew Christians: — Ye took 
joyfully the spailing of your goods, knowing in 
yourselves, that in heaven ye have a better and 
an enduring substance. (Heb. x. 34.) 

12. Mutual sympathy and consolation. 
— Pure and undefiled religion before God even 
the Father is this: — To visit the fatherless and 
widows in their affliction. (James i. 27.) 

God .... comforteth us in all our tribulation, 
that WE MAY BE ABLE TO COMFORT them which 
are in any trouble by the comfort wherewith we 
ourselves are comforted of God. Wherefore, com- 
fort yourselves together, and edify one another, 
even as also ye do ... . Comfort the feehle- 
mvaded, support the weak, be -paXKe-iA. \fiw"^^ 
all men. Bear ye one anotViex a Wx^^etv^^^ ^w^ ^^ 

D ^ 
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fulfil the law of Christ. Rejoice with them that 
do rejoice, and weep with them that weep. Re- 
member them that are in bonds, as bound with 
them ; and them which suffer adversity, as being 
yourselves also in the body. When thou art 
converted, strengthen thy brethren. (2 Cor. L 4. 
1 Thcss. V. 11. 14. Gal. vi. 2. Rom. xiL 15. 
Ileb. xiii. S. Luke xxii. 32.) 



CHAPTER II. 

ON THE BEST PREPARATION FOR AFFLICTIONS, 
AND FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF THEM; AND 
OUR DUTY ON BEING DELIVERED FROM AF- 
FLICTIONS. 

SECTION I.* 

ON TU£ BEST PREPARATION FOR AFFLICTIONS. 

In the day of prosperity be joyful ; but in the day of 
rt6/wm% CONSIPER.— Eccles. VII. 14. 

It is the great folly of most men, especially when 
they are in prosperous circumstances, that they 

* This and the two following sections are abridged from 
three papers of the learned and pious Sir Matthew Hale ; 
which fill nearly vinety closely printed pages of his " Con- 
templations, Moral and Divine/' in two parts, published at 
London in 1705, in octavo. Having been composed at 
different timen, these meditations are frcqueutV^ stmUar waXo 
lAe topics {Jiscussed, tiiough the latter arc oitcu tt«a*ftA \ti »> 
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cannot suppose or imagine the possibility of a 
change in their affairs or conditions. A living 
man can hardly think of dying ; a healthy man 
can hardly think of sickness ; a wealthy man can 
hardly think of poverty ; a man, who is in full 
possession of the applause and glory of the world, 
can hardly think of being exposed to calumny, 
reproach, and disgrace. Since, however, both 
Scripture and experience attest, that the most 
sincere piety and integrity cannot confer any 
exemption from- afflictions, it becomes the serious 
concern of all, to be prepared for that, which, in 
some form or other, must sooner or later neces- 
sarily be our portion. The following consider- 
ations therefore are offered as a preparative 
against afflictions, before they are permitted to 
overtake us. 

L ^^ In die day of prosperity " frequently con~ 
template the possibility of a change of circum' 
siancesy and expect afflictions before they come. 

The very "state of the world is uncertain and 
unstable, and for the most part stormy and 
troublesome. If there be some intervals of tran- 
quillity, or of health and prosperity, they are 
commonly followed by longer periods of un quiet- 
ness and trouble, of sorrow, sickness, and adver- 
sity : and the greatest impressions are then made 
by them, when they surprise us, and come un- 
expectedly. When the mind is prepared for 

^fferenJt order. They are here brought together and con- 
densed, with the addition of one or two pas&ai^<s% ^TO\sv\aM£^ 
writers, which are duly distinguished fro\xv. \Nva ^Tv<vcs!>ft^ 
ofLtmi Chief Justice Hale. 

D 3 
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them by a kind of anticipation, it abates the edge, 
and keenness, and sharpness of them, lliis pre- 
apprehension and anticipation of troubles and 
difficulties is the mother of prevention, where it 
is possible ; and where it is not possible, yet it is 
the mother of patience and resolution when they 
actually arrive. The venerable martyr Bilnet, 
when the true profession of the gospel in this 
kingdom was under papal persecution, was ac- 
customed, before he suffered, to put his finger 
into the flame of a candle, in order to habituate 
himself to the patient endurance of his impendf 
ing martyrdom at the stake : which he at lei^tfa 
suffered, with singular resolution, patience, faith, 
and charity. 

Men are apt to feed their fancies with the 
anticipation of what they hope for, and wish in 
this world, and to possess it in imagination before 
they attain it in fruition. But, if they would 
have the patience sometimes to anticipate what 
they have just cause to fear, and to put them- 
selves under a pre-apprehension of it, in relation 
to crosses and troubles, it would make them 
WISE, and teach them a lesson of patience and 
moderation, before they have occasion to iise it : 
so that they need not then begin to learn it, 
when the present and incumbent pressure renders 
the lesson more difficult. This was the method 
our blessed Lord took with his disciples, — fre- 
quently to tell them beforehand what sufferings 
they must expect in the world; in order that 
they might be prepared to entertain them with 
resolution sad pntience. 



FOR AFFLICTIONS. 31 

II. In the time of our prosperity ^ let us make it 
our ^care to maintain a conscience void of offence 
before the approach of troubles and evictions. 

As sin (and a consciousness of its guilt) is the 
sting of death; so is it the very sting and venom 
of all crosses and afflictions. This is that which 
"liBparts the greatest bitterness and strength to 
afflictions ; as it not only weakens and disables 
the spirit of a man, but also obstructs the inter- 
course between God and the soul, and fails not 
to bring all former sins to remembrance. 

When Joseph's Brethren were in a great strait 
in Egypt, under the threatenings and seeming 
jealousy of their unknown brother, then the re- 
membrance of their injury to their defenceless 
brother, presented itself to their guilty minds with 
every possible aggravation. Conscience, which 
had been silenced for more than twenty years, 
then stepped forth, and gave them the necessary 
ihforms^tion respecting Qieir former unrepented 
crime. " We are verily guilty concerning our 
brother, in that we saw the anguish of his soul, 
when he besought t^, and u>e would mot hear. 
Therefore is this distress come upon us." 
(Gen. xlii. 21.) " A wounded spirit who can 
bear?" (Prov. xviii. 14.) 

On the other hand, integrity and a good con- 
science sustain the mind and spirit of a man amidst 
all the storms of the world. If thou meanest 
therefore to make affliction easy, keep thy con- 
science clear before it comes. Thou hast then 
the strength of thine own soul to support thee, and 
liberty of access to the most Mighty aiidGt«jc\a\\& 
God to deliver thee, when thou caTv«>t vcv X^^^ ^<xv- 
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them by a kind of anticipation, it abates tlie edge, 
and keenness, and sharpness of them, lliis pre- 
apprehension and anticipation of troubles and 
difficulties is the mother of prevention, where it 
is possible ; and where it is not possible, yet it is 
the mother of patience and resolution when they 
actually arrive. The venerable martyr Bilnbt, 
when the true profession of the gospel in this 
kingdom was under papal persecution, was ac- 
customed, before he suffered, to put his finger 
into the flame of a candle, in order to habituate 
himself to the patient endurance of his impeDd<r 
ing martyrdom at the stake : which he at length 
suffered, with singular resolution, patience, faith, 
and charity. 

Men are apt to feed their fancies with the 
anticipation of what they hope for, and wish in 
this world, and to possess it in imiagination before 
they attain it in fruition. But, if they would 
have the patience sometimes to anticipate what 
they have just cause to fear, and to put them- 
selves under a pre-apprehension of it, in relation 
to crosses and troubles, it would make them 
WISE, and teach them a lesson of patience and 
moderation, before they have occasion to iise it : 
so that they need not then begin to learn it, 
when the present and incumbent pressure renders 
the lesson more difficult. This was the method 
our blessed Lord took with his disciples, — fre- 
quently to tell them beforehand what sufferings 
they must expect in the world; in order that 
they might be prepared to entertain them with 
resolution and pntience. 
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II. In the time of ovr prosperity^ let us make it 
our 'care to maintam a conscience void of offence 
before the approach of troubles and cifflictiofis. 

As sin (and a consciousness of its guilt) is the 
sting of death; so is it the very sting and venom 
of all crosses and afflictions. This is that which 
"Imparts the greatest bitterness and strength to 
afflictions ; as it not only weakens and disables 
the spirit of a man, but also obstructs the inter- 
course between God and the soul, and fails not 
to bring all former sins to remembrance. 

When Joseph's Brethren were in a great strait 
in Egypt, under the threatenings and seeming 
jealousy of their unknown brother, then the re- 
membrance of their injury to their defenceless 
brother, presented itself to their guilty minds with 
every possible aggravation. Conscience, which 
had been silenced for more than twenty years, 
then stepped forth, and gave them the necessary 
information respe^^ting Qieir former unrepented 
crime. " We are verily guilty concerning our 
brother, in that we saw the anguish of his soul, 
when he besought t^, and v>e would not hear. 
Therefore is this distress come upon us." 
(Gren. xlii. 21.) " A wounded spirit who can 
bear?" (Prov. xviii. 14.) 

On the other hand, integrity and a good con- 
science sustain the mind and spirit of a man amidst 
all the storms of the world. If thou meanest 
therefore to make affliction easy, keep thy con- 
science clear before it comes. Thou hast then 
the strength of thine own soul to sup^ilxK^^^^xA 
liberty of access to the most MV^ty axv^Qix^vL\wy»» 
God to deliver thee, when thou cacvsV vtv xXv^ 'sccv- 
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unjuBtifiable action ; his Bufierings lose ihe name 
of afflictions, and become formally and in their 
own nature punishments. And in such a kind of 
Buffering, though sometimes the goodness and 
wisdom of God may bring good out of it to him 
that suffers ; yet in such sufferings a man does 
Dot only undergo temporal Iobs, pain, and incon- 
TenicDce, but be hag the inevitable prospect of 
his fault and offence in them, which makes the 
suffering the more bitter and distasteful. 

V. Be careful to bring ihytelflo a right ettinuUe 
of. the foorld, and of the good or etnlof it. 

We set too great a value upon our health, our 
wealth, or our reputation. And it is this over- 
valuation of what at the best are but fleeting and 
uncertain external good things, which renders us 
unable to bear the Iosb of them, patiently and 
meekly, by sickness, poverty, calumny, or re- 
proach ; and which further makes us fear deatbt 
not only as the ruin of nature, but as that which 
puts a period to all our comforts. Whereas, had 
we but faith enough to believe the truths of the 
gospel concerning our future happiness, it would 
make us not desire death, because we might in 
the time of this life secure to ourselves the great 
and one thing needful i^ and it Would make us 
not FEAR death, because we see a greater Iruitioa 
to be enjoyed after it, than all the glory of this 
present world can yield. 

VI. The next preparative against afflictioH it, 
to obtain a ht(mble mind. 

When affliction meets a proud heart, full of 
oj)iaioa of its own worth and gooine.;*, tWie 
arise more trouble and luniu\t, toote *i\wn4ra 
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and discomposure in the contest of such a heart 
against the affliction, than possibly can arise from 
the affliction itself. The struggling of pride with 
the affliction galls and entangles the mind more 
than the severest affliction, and renders a man 
very unfit for it, and very unable to bear it. 
Whereas a humble, lowly mind is calm and 
patient, and falls with ease upon an afflicted con- 
dition ; it being rightly prepared to receive the 
shock of any affliction, for such a mind is already 
as low as affliction can ordinarily reduce it. 

VIL JBui, yet jurther, gain assurance of 
THT PEACE WITH GoD through Jesus Christ our 
Lordy and consequently of ^y future happiness^ 
and be frequent in the contempicUion and inwove- 
marUofiU 

This divine peace, which is attainable only by 
the saving knowledge of Christ, who brought life 
and immortality to light, is the great means, 
by which a man obtains victory over the world, 
and is enabled to enjoy prosperity with mode- 
ration, and to undergo affliction with patience. 
** This is the victory that overcometh the world, 
even your faith." (1 John v. 4.) When this 
Messed peace is once attained, thou art set above 
die love of the world and the fear of afflictions, 
because thou hast the assurance of a greater 
treasure than this world can either give or take 
away ; ^' a kingdom that cannot be moved." 
(Heb. xii. 28.) ; a hope and most assured ex- 
pectation of immortality, which is far above the 
region of afflictions, and which (vi\v\\ft \1 Tcsak&'^ 
Ae beat things of this world 'm \\\«« \i^?^^. «3^- 
"tearance and dress but l\gl[\t aixA. n^vcv, wv^ 
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empty and nothing,) makes the worst things 
that the world and mortality can inflict or tuffer, 
light and easy. '< For our light affliction, whicb 
is but for a moment, worketh for us a fkr more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory ; while we 
look not at the things which are seen, but at the 
things which are not seen : for the tilings whidh 
are seen are temporal ; but the things which are 
not seen are eternal." (2 Cor. iv, 17, 18.) 

The preceding considerations are some of those 
preparations which, with the divine grace and 
blessing, will fit us to meet with afflictions : and 
in them these two things are to be remembered, 
viz.: — 

1. That we do not content ourselves with mere- 
ly speculative notions, but practiccUly digest the 
roregoing considerations t/zto our Aear&, and reso- 
lutions : for, if they be but notional only, afflic- 
tions, when they do come, will easily defeat these 
notions. It is possible for men to have exceUent 
theories to support themselves in afflictions, and to 
apply them toothers in that condition with singular 
dexterity and advantage: ^et, when tlie case 
comes to be their own, their spirits sink within 
them, because these theories oftentimes float on 
the understanding, but are not deeply and prac- 
tically digested in the heart. i 

2. Whatever you do, acquire this habit and 
temper of mind : — Exercise your faith ; get your 
peace and assurance settled before sicluiefls 
comes : for a man, in any other kind of suffering, 
may possibly learn them^ because his mind ia,. or 

may be, in its entire strengt^i. ^\iX> isvmX. ««k- 
*'vii/|> Sickness is an ill season, u\'w\i\^ Xa V«^ 
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kaming these coDtemplations, unless they arc 
acquired before the distempers of the body dis* 
compose the mind, and render it unfit to begin to 
learn. Sickness is a time, when that which has 
been previously laid up in store in the soul must 
be drawn out and exercised: but it will be a 
most difficult business then to commence that 
lesson, which should be learned in health, though 
it be practised in sickness. 



SECTION II. 

COUNSELS FOR OUR DEPORTMENT UNDER AFFLICTIONS. 

I know, O Lord, that thy judgments are right, and that 
tbott in fiuthfulness hast afflicted me. — Psalm cxix. 75. 

All the divine dispensations, whether of com- 
forts or crosses, are beneficial or injurious, ac- 
cording to the temper of mind with which they 
are received and used. Comforts, if they make 
us thankful, sober, and faithful, become bless- 
ings : if they make us proud, insolent, secure, or 
forgetful, they become judgments. — Afflic- 
tions, if they are received with humility, pa- 
tience, repentance, and turning to God, are 
BLESSINGS : but if they are received with mur- 
muring, impatience, and mcoTtv^iX>\e^fe^'^^ '^'^^ 
become JUDGMESTSy and tVve fexetxyKe^et * <i^ 
greater severity. It is thexefote o^ vkv^wXssxv^^^' 

£ 
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them by a kind of anticipation, it abates tlie edge, 
and keenness, and sharpness of them, lliis pre- 
apprehension and anticipation of troubles and 
ditiiculties is the mother of prevention, where it 
is possible ; and where it is not possible, yet it in 
the mother of patience and resolution when they 
actually arrive. The venerable martyr Bilnet, 
when the true profession of the gospel in thii 
kingdom was under papal persecution, was ac- 
customed, before he suffered, to put his finger 
into the flame of a candle, in order to habituate 
himself to the patient endurance of his impend* 
ing martyrdom at the stake : which he at length 
suffered, with singular resolution, patience, faith, 
and charity. 

Men are apt to feed their fancies with the 
anticipation of what they hope for, and wish in 
this world, and to possess it in imagination before 
they attain it in fruition. But, if they would 
have the patience sometimes to anticipate what 
they have just cause to fear, and to put them- 
selves under a pre-apprehension of it, in relation 
to crosses and troubles, it would make them 
WISE, and teach them a lesson of patience and 
moderation, before they have occasion to iise it : 
so that they need not then begin to learn it, 
when the present and incumbent pressure venders 
the lesson more difficult. This was the meithod 
our blessed Lord took with his disciples, — fre- 
quently to tell them beforehand what sufferings 
they must expect in the world; in order that 
they might be prepared to entertain them with 
resolution and pntience. 
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II. In the time of ovr prosperity y let us make it 
our 'care to maintain a conscience void of offence 
before the approach of troubles and (ifflictiofis. 

As sin (and a consciousness of its guilt) is the 
sting of death; so is it the very sting and venom 
of all crosses and afflictions. This is that which 
imparts the greatest bitterness and strength to 
afflictions ; as it not only weakens and disables 
the spirit of a man, but also obstructs the inter- 
course between God and the soul, and fails not 
to bring all former sins to remembrance. 

When Joseph's Brethren were in a great strait 
in Egypt, under the threatenings and seeming 
jealousy of their unknown brother, then the re- 
membrance of their injury to their defenceless 
brother, presented itself to their guilty minds with 
every possible aggravation. Conscience, which 
had been silenced for more than twenty years, 
then stepped forth, and gave them the necessary 
information respe^^ting their former unrepented 
criine. " We are verily guilty concerning our 
brother, in that we saw the anguish of his soul, 
when he besought us, and toe would not hear. 
Therefore is this distress come upon us." 
(Gen. xlii. 21.) " A wounded spirit who can 
bear?" (Prov. xviii. 14.) 

'On the other hand, integrity and a good con- 
science sustain the mind and spirit of a man amidst 
all the storms of the world. If thou meanest 
therefore to make affliction easy, keep thy con- 
science clear before it comes. Thou hast then 
the strength of thine own soul to support thee^ and 
Yiherty of access to the most Mi^V.^ «xAQi\^^\w\^ 
God to deliver thee, when tViou cocv^X. vs\\Xv^ ^xv- 
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affliction may he; and submit thysfifto U wUk aO 
humUiiy, 

^< Let us search and try our ways " (Lam. ilL 
40.) is the voice of every afflictioD : and, com- 
monly, every affliction, which befalls a person 
who lies under any sin imrepented of and not 
forsaken, soon leads the conscience to point out 
that sin. In such a case, most afflictions carry 
upon them the very inscription of the sin, and 
bear some analogy or proportion to it. Thus, 
Adonibezek's cruelty and David's adultery were^ 
in a manner, written in the punishments which 
they suffered, and might easily bring them to 
their remembrance. If thou sufferest in thy 
HEALTH, consider whether thou hast not been 
too vain of thy personal beauty and stroigth. If 
thou sufferest in thy estate, consider whether 
thou hast not indulged in immoderate worldli* 
ncss. and covetousness, or confidence and glory 
in thv wealth. And if thou sufferest in thy nami^ 
(.\>n$ider whether thy reputation has not been 
thine idol, or whether thou hast not borne thyself 
too high upon thy reputation. 

If upon this inquiry thou findest sin written 
upon thy sufferings, or at the bottom of them, 
then S()eodily re|>ent of that sin : humble thyself 
in the sight of God for it« and take up a resolu- 
tion against it. This is the voice* the injunction 
which the roil gives thee : and here thy special 
duty is humiliation. On the other hand, it^ upon 
an impartial scrutiny, thou dndest thy heart and 
conscience clear Irom great and wasting sins, 
humbh' bless God for his restrsuxi'uv^ ^ice in 
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naore valuable than all the rest, viz. Innoceneef 
Pbace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and with thine own conscience ? Be thankful 
that thy Heavenly Father chooseth to afflict thee 
rather than to forsake thee ; and that by this very 
chastisement He is now displaying his paternal 
affection; and that, were He to withhold this 
seasonable and useful correction, it would mark 
in him rather the neglect of a stranger, than the 
well-jadging kindness of a parent. If God be 
thy Father, trust His wisdom, because He is 
God ; and trust His love, because He is thy 
Father : and then thou canst not doubt, that any 
thing which He sends deserves thy thanks, al- 
though thou canst not at present see wherein 
the benefit of it lies. 

■ « We cannot, indeed, be pleased with affliction 
ibr its own sake : but Job was afflicted, and was 
he not thankful ? — * The Lord gave and the 
Lord hath taken away ;' and what then ? 
^Blessed be the name of the Lord I ' Our duty 
i»'to *give thanks always for all things' (Eph. 
T.-%.) ; for things painful as well as pleasing ; for 
thmgs dark as well as light ; for things perplexed 
as well as plain : for they are equally under the 
jBOYemment of God, the direction of a Heavenly 
iEather; the management and disposal of infinite 
wisdom and love I And not only so ; the darkest 
idispensations of Providence, the severest strokes 
vf adversity, are often sent for the most salutary 
qsorposes : they are frequently found to answer 
rthe most valuable ends. What 1\v\tvV ^q>\^ \^ 
ike auctions of your body be \Aea%e^ Va^^ «i««i- 
feraiotM of your soul, have you ikot ca.M%^ V» ^^ 
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tfaanks ? if the trials yoa find in tout fiunily, 
rouse yoa to reflection and bring you JoitotM 
tkmily of faeaYcn, hare you not reason to bt 
thankful ? If the privatians you meet with in thd- 
world, your disappointments in trade, the longp 
train of perplexing occurrences, whidi you coida 
enumerate with much feeling and many tears ; if 
all these be sanctified to you, to restore you to- 
your right mind, to Inring you to prayer, to 
humble you^ to wean you from the world, what 
abundant cause have you to give thanks ! " *. 
IV. Bear dtku c^ictkm paiienibf and fukdifm 
Consider that, if it come for thy sins, thou hast 
reason to bear it patiently, because it is but the 



Thou has procured it to thyself: be contented to 
bear the consequences of having followed thine 
own way. At the same time, there are many 
alleviations in thy peculiar circumstances, whidi 
are calculated to induce thee to the patient en- 
durance of afflictions. It might justly have been 
worse and more severe, than it actually is : and 
though it be never so sharp, it may be that the 
same Grod who inflicted or permitted it, is at 
this instant resolving to turn thy captivity, to 
give thee beauty for ashes. And what an un- 
seemly thing will thy impatience be? and how 
troublesome will the remembrance of it be to 
thy soul, upon the change of thy condition. Be- 
sidos, should thine affliction wait upon thee to 

* Kidd's Sermons, vol. i. p. lft^» «^^^ ; 
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thy dissolution ; yet it is but a night, an hour of 
affiiction, that will terminate with thy life, which 
is but a span ; and then the day will dawn, and 
thy sun will arise, and thine affliction will vanish 
and never return again. Further, if thou re- 
ceivest affliction patiently and with devout sub« 
jection of mind to the dispensations of thy mer- 
ciful Heavenly Father, who does not willingly 
afflict the children of men, it will not only shorten 
thine affliction, but render thy burthen more easy 
and tolerable. Thy Saviour also hath consecrated 
to thee the way of sufiering, and hath lefl thee 
the blessed example of his own patience and sub- 
mission ; and though his most innocent human 
nature shrunk at the pre-apprehensions of the 
bitter cup of suffering, which awaited him, yet 
he meekly resigned his will to his Father. *< Not 
fmf wili — btU thine be done f " — " Christ hath suf- 
fered for us, leaving us an example that ye should 
FOLLOW his steps, who when he was reviled, re- 
viled not again ; when he suffered, he threatened 
not; but committed himself to him that judgeth 
righteously." (1 Pet. ii. 21. 23^ 

V. JEndeavour to use thine affliction profitably.^ 
Earthly parents have chastised us for their 
pleasure : but *< the father of spirits chasteneth 
us for our profit." (Heb. xii. 10.) In order 
therefore that thou mayest profit by afflictions, 
learn by them to form a just estimate of the 
world, (which they shew to be — what it truly is 
— a vain, empty and vexing world ;) and discipline 
thine affections to a moderate and loose applir 
tion to it. Keep up thine heart in a depender 
upon God's power and all -sufficiency, either 
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ileliver tliee from affliction or to support tTie.e 
Under iL Above all, learn from thine affliciwm 
to voItk and improve tiiy hope and asmratKe of 
trcerlasting life. It is tlie great design of God in 
Gending or permitting afflictions, that tliey may 
prevent us from clasping this present world, and 
therebv carry^ us over to the valuation of our 
eternal condition. " Thy wealth is gone; thine 
honour and reputation are sunk and blasted ; thy 
friends have forsaken thee ; thy body is moulder- 
ing to dust and rottenness, and thy soul sits ha- 
vering upon thy lips ready to take her flight; and 
all tby hold of this present life is broken and 
gone, 80 that thou now hast nothing on which 
thou canst fasten thine hopes, but the promises of 
everlasting life, thine interest in Christ, and the 
hope of everlasting life. Now therefore, if ever, 
these things will be welcome to thee. God hath 
scattered and broken all other vain confidences, 
improve this one thing necessary, (which aloDe 
stEuideth by thee when all other things forsake 
thee, and will accompany thee in and through 
death itself;) and fix in thine heart such a valuq 
upon this blessed hope, which hath been thy 
comfort when all others forsake thee, as not to 
let go thy valuation of it, though thy tempor(J 
prosperity should return to thee." 

VI. Wait God's leisure for tity deliverance owt 
of affliction, and use no unlawful memta to le 
delivered from iL 

Use no base or unworthy rompliances with the 
world to extricate thyself: for that will either 
c/itaa^lc thee worse, or at least add gwik \a thj 
tIBgf' Above aU, fivoid ihat Accoxw^xsm^, 
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ation of ridding thyself of thy troubles by putting 
an end to thy life : for thereby thou wilt not only 
be guilty of extreme folly and madness in ex- 
changing a temporal inconvenience by running 
the hazard of eternal misery ; but thou wilt also 
be guilty of an act of open rebellion against God, 
who hath sent thee these afflictions, and hath 
made it thy province, thy task, and thy service, 
to bear them with patience and to his honour, 
until he deliver thee. Wait God's time with 
prayer and patience, and be assured that thou 
ivilt find His mercy in moderating thy afflictions, 
\a& power to support thee under them, his good- 
ness in His time (which is always the best) to 
deliver thee from them, and his bounty to reward 
thee for thy patience and obedient bearing of 
tfaem. 

YII. Lastly, Jf thou wotddest prevent or avoid 
very many afflictions^ mingle as little as thou canst 
m the concerns of the toorM, its honours, places, or 
advanU^es; unless indeed thou art lawfully called 
and duly qualified for any office of magistracy, 
honour, or public employment. In that case it 
becomes thy duty to accept of such office, when 
thou art commanded by the sovereign power to 
undertake it, and to discharge it faithfully for the 
public good of mankind. Then, shouldest thou 
meet with any trials or difficulties in the proper 
execution of thine office, thou wilt have no reason 
to blame thyself. The sovereign power that 
commanded thee to undertake such office, will 
be thy support in the discharge o^ \\.» N^^w^ 
Adwever, thou art drawn into xVve ^cxsS^fe ^'t 
entanglements of the world, wVvet\veT >a^ vcssv.^- 
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♦Ortency or importunity, get out of thein'V 
fte thou cimst, safely, fairly, and honeetlri* 
thou liazRrd thy conscience, or meet witll^ 
culiieB and venations, which in such case 'It 
rather be the consequences of thy ftlly anibllf- 
considerate adventure, than true aftiict' 
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Wbat shall 
towardi me ? 

I will offer 
»ill call upon the 



Lhc Lord for all bis I 

Iflce oC THANCsoivtVtf; i^ii 
Lord. ■ -"J 

FSALU OXYJ. la^HK 



The preceding considerations having exhtbitml 
the conduct to be pursued under aiHictiontt -for 
•Ur due improvement of them to the cndiA* 
which they are sent by our Heavenly PatheP^Jk- 
it ntnr only remains that we offer a fevv counsels 
retative to the temper and disposition of mia^ 
which it becomes us to cherish, aiier our oitiitt 
VERASCE from afflictioDB. '■ ■' ■■' 

I. Accept of At/ delirerance WITH all THAMa- 
riTLKESs to God, and humility iu t/iyse/f. ..-. ..t 

^'dcnoivledge Him to be the Author ofiiib; 

ttorjbate it wAoUy to His goodncBs and xtiaiej- 

■ ^•t^war^t thgti act d^yerei' c 
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ation of ridding thyself of thy troubles by putting 
an end to thy life : for thereby thou wilt not only 
be guilty of extreme folly and madness in ex- 
changing a temporal inconvenience by running 
the hazard of eternal misery ; but thou wilt also 
be guilty of an act of open rebellion against God, 
who hath sent thee these afflictions, and hatli 
made it thy province, thy task, and thy service, 
to bear them with patience and to his honour, 
until he deliver thee. Wait God's time with 
prayer and patience, and be assured that thou 
wilt find His mercy in moderating thy afflictions, 
\i\& power to support thee under them, his good-- 
ness in His time (which is always the best) to 
deliver thee from them, and his bounty to reward 
thee for thy patience and obedient bearing of 
tfaem. 

Vn. Lastly, If thou wotddest prevent or avoid 
very many afflictions^ mingle as little as thou canst 
in the concerns of the worlds its honours, places, or 
advantages; unless indeed thou art lawfully called 
and duly qualified for any office of magistracy, 
honour, or public employment. In that case it 
becomes thy duty to accept of such office, when 
thou art commanded by the sovereign power to 
undertake it, and to discharge it faithfully for the 
public good of mankind. Then, shouldest tliou 
liieet with any trials or difficulties in the proper 
execution of thine office, thou wilt have no reason 
to blame thyself. The sovereign power that 
commanded thee to undertake such office, will 
be thy support in the discharge o^ \\.. '^^^s:^^ 
however, thou art drawn inlo iVve «»oaS 
?ntanglements of the world, yrY\c\VveT Xsrj 
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ample of much good or much evil, according as 
he conducts himself after eminent mercies re- 
ceived. If lie become more pious, virtuous, just, 
and sober than before, be becomes a forcible 
motive and engagement to others to be like him : 
OD the other hand, if he degenerate into impiety, 
vanity, or sin, be discourages goodness, and be- 
comes a great temptation to others to be like 

III. Take /leed lest, after great deliverance, % 
heart lie lified up into presumption upon Gad, or 
imA> pride and vain glory, and a conceit of tAine 
own goodness and worth. 

This is the common temptation which grows 
much upon mercy received : and therefore Moses 
cautioned the Israelites not to cherish the vain 
notion that God cast out the nations of Canaan 
irom before them, on account of their rigbteous' 
ness, but for the wickedness of those nations and 
in performance of his promise to Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob. (Deut. ix. 4—6.") Let thine afflictions 
find thee humble and make thee more humble: 
but let thy deliverance increase thine humility. 
The more mercy God shews thee, the more 
humble let thine heart be; because thou must 
expect that the temptations and assaults of pride 
and vain glory will be most busy with thee. Be 
very watchful therefore over thyself, and remem- 
ber thy Saviour's counsel, " Sin no more, left a 
iBorsB thing come unto l/iee." (John v. 14-) As 
s means of keeping thee from pride and pre- 
sumption, call to mind those sins which did most 
trouble and disquiet thee in the \.\Tne o^ ft^vtva 
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adversity. Renew thy repentance for them, and 
take special care to avoid relapses into them. 

IV. Let the remembrance of thy past misery, mul 
of thy present merey^ make thee more anxiously 
soiicitous to keep vp thy interest and (if it be not 
too hold a word) thy friendship with God 

He was tbv support in thine affliction and 
He was thy deliverer out of thine affliction : let 
gratitude bind thee to it, as He was thy bene- 
factor ; and let prudence bind thee to it, for thou 
knowest not how soon thou mayest have the 
same necessity ^ain; and where canst thou find 
such a friend? Every mercy thou receivest calls 
for more humility, more thankfulness, more 
heavenly-mindedness, more charity, more devo« 
tedness, and self-denial, more sanctity, and more 
jealousy for tlie honour of God : O I keep thy 
God thy friend : for most certain it is, that thou 
wilt have occasion to use him again, and thou 
knowest not how soon. Keep thine interest in 
Him, and estrange not thyself from him in thy 
recovery, without whom thou canst not do in 
thine afflictions. 

V. Seware that, after deliverance from afflic- 
tions, thou BE NOT SECURE. 

Think not, with Agag, " Surely the bitterness 
i^ Death is past" (1 Sam. xv. 32.) When one 
affliction is past, hold thyself in readiness for an- 
other conflict. Skilful mariners, after weathering 
out a storm, immediately repair the ship and 
tiackling, that they may be able to ride out an- 
other tempest Thus should we \ite\k«x<i wst- 
BelvvB for the storms of tria\& axiOi \.eTft\\aX\wv^. 
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tliat we consider in what manner afflictiooa, 
when netuaily pressing upon lis, are to be received, 
and improred. On the first onset, then, of any 
affliction, and especially of aickness, 

I. Lift iqi thy heart to God in prayer ; andim- 
ploj-e Bis assistance aiid grace, to enahle thee to 
receive it with a becoming temper and frame of 

Tlie glorious God of heaven has given to us 
a free and open access to His throne ; there to 
Bupplicate by our prayers for those blessings and 
mercies which he has promised. 

Prayer is the most natural effect of affliction, 
especialiy if it be severe and eminent. In a storm, 
the sailors call every man upon his God ; beeause 
at tliat season all human efforts appear weak and 
ineffectual : and therefore they are driven to in- 
voke Almighty God for aid, support, and com- 
fort. It is a sign of a desperate mind, that it will 
not come unto God in prayer, at least when 
afRictions press upon a man : and though he 
may not be of the number of those who restrain 
prayer before God, yet afflictions will naturally 
make the prayer of such a man more earnest, fer- 
vent, and constant. They impart life and energy 
to the petitions of a praying man. 

Prayer is not only a duty expected from us 
by God, which we owe in recognition of the 
divine sovereignty, and a privilege of greater 
value than if we were constituted lords of the 
whole earth ; but it is also a mean by which we 

y attain thoae mercies, which Infinite Wisdom 
todness knows to be tittest foT \x&. '%jj|^^ 



'thy ttMMflhti^ parposeBy'and temper o£ Miad'aad 
fej)iiri^ when thj afflictkns were npoo thee, or 
lir^ deliveiances were newly Toaofasafed to thee ; 
and reason thyself intO' the same temper and 
habit of thankfidnessy whidi thoa didst tiben 
cberish. By thus keeping the memory of these 
afflictions and these delirarances fresh midev dl 
^eir circumstanoesy thou wilt with tliem, and in 
ttie same degree as thy remembrance of them 
is lively, revive and excite, and preserve and 
keep slive the same gratitude, the same obe- 
dience, the same humility, the same solicitude 
t0 preserve thine interest with Grod, and the 
same vigilance, which these afflictions or these 
deliverances wrought in thee, when they were 
firesh with thee or upon thee. The vigorous 
berpetu&ting off the remembrance of them^ will 
be an effectual means to perpetuate the due 
fhiit of ^m in their life, vigour, and intention. 

Through all the changing scenes of life. 

In trouble and in joy. 
The praises of my God shall still 

My heart and tongue employ. 



I' '■' 



• Of His deliverance I will boast 
.jiit TiH all that are distress'd 
!i y'T" Prom my example comfort take, 
\)r.ii ^<' And charm their griefs to rest. 

"^^ * 0< magnify ^e Lord with me, 
*iit 'With me exalt His name : 
^"-^^'"When in distress to Huotil cfliK^ 

•-' "' ' 'Jfe to my rescue casnew ^^^ "^ 
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i^^rt. I: i* t F^ re & 

/;**;- r/X be of the nunter of 
IfnrtfT before GoA vet aflicl- 
nt^ki: Hivh prajer of siicli a mu 
v<rrft; arid cortj^tant. They impart 
to IIm; |M;tition5 of a prajing 

Vfttynr M not only a duty exi 
(^ ifiAi which we owe in 
$mmit utmtrififfiiy^ and a i 
millet ihttii if we were constiti 
irlMilif fturtli ; but it is also a meai 
mUhUi ihtmts mercies, which Ii 
WW* known to Y>e ftl\«iX 



to Him as to a Father, to lay open our wants and 
to complain of our burtheng. Nothing can sup- 
ply the absence of prayer. In vain are we sur- 
rounded with all the means of salvation ; — in 
vain is our weakness strengthened by every pos- 
sible support, — instructions, examples, counsels, 
devotional reading, meditation, and the divinely 
instituted means of grace, especially the partici- 
pation of those holy mysteries which our Master 
and only Saviour Jesus Christ hath ordained as 
pledges of His Love> to our great and endless 
comfort With all these means together, if we 
liv0 m the habitual disregard of prayer — or if 
our prayers be faint and feeble — we must remain 
in all the moral languor of our fallen nature. We 
may have frequent conversation with men of 
' eminent zeal and piety ; but man can speak only 
to the mind of man. It is God alone, who speaks 
to the heart, when supplicated aright in prayer. 
We may, by reading, acquire a conviction of 
some truths; prayer alone imparts to us the 
sense and love of those truths. We may partake 
of the supper of the Lord ; but prayer alone can 
pfepaire us for a right participation of it, and 
lijbcttre'to us its benefits. 
*^ There is no duty more strongly recommended 
tki'tm in the Word of God. « I will"— we there 
ilittftl'^— " I will that men pray every where, con- 
Vmiiid^ instant in prayer; praying always with 
iSPprAyef and supplication. Pray without ceas- 
i§igr'\l Tim. ii. 8. Rom. xii. 12. Eph. vi. 18- 
f ^^PtosMV. 77.) But the constancv* VvCtx^^w^ 
ffat^S/matit practised this dutv, fespecvsJo^ «s 
Wk'HigTPiiltitt i>f its importance-, wdc^ ^^ 
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that we consider in what manner afflictions^ 
when ttetually pressing upon us, are to be received, 
and improved. On the first onset, then^ of any 
affliction, and especially of sickness, 

I. Lift up thy hec^t to God in prayer; and im^ 
plore His assistance and grace^ to enable thee to 
receive it vnth a becoming temper and frame ef 
heart. 

Tlie glorious God of heaven has given to us 
a free and open access to His throne ; there to 
supplicate by our prayers for those blessings and 
mercies which he has promised. 

Prayer is the most natural effect of affliction, 
especially if it be severe and eminent. In a stormy 
the sailors call every man upon his God ; because 
at that season all human efforts appear weak and 
ineffectual : and therefore they are driven to in- 
voke Almighty God for aid, support, and com- 
fort. It is a sign of a desperate mind, that it will 
not come unto God in prayer, at least when 
afflictions press upon a man : and though he 
may not be of the number of those who restrain 
prayer before God, yet afflictions will naturally 
make the prayer of such a man more earnest, fer- 
vent, and constant. They impart life and energy 
to the petitions of a praying man. 

Prayer is not only a duty expected from us 
by God, which we owe in recognition of the 
divine sovereignty, and a privilege of greater 
value than if we were constituted lords of the 
whole earth : but it is also a mean by which we 
may attain those mercies, which Infinite Wisdom 
una Goodness ^nows to be Attest ^or >a^. "ft^ t1v\% 
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tli6 innocent infirmities of our nature; — poor, 
feeble sinners as we are* — how much greater 
noed have we to *^ pray without ceasing 1 ** 



SECTION I. 

'on TH£ NATI7ILS AND IMPORTANCE OP PBAT£II.'— 
MOTIVES AND ENCOURAGEMENTS TO FRATEE. 

L ^ Prater/' it has been remarked with equal 
pie^ and eloquence, " is the application of want 
to Him alone who can relieve it,- the voice of 
sin to Him alone who can pardon it. It is the 
urgency of poverty, the prostration of humility, 
the fervency of penitence, the confidence of trust. 

It is the devout breathing of a creature, 

struck with a sense of its own misery, and of the 
infinite holiness of Him whom it is addressing; 
esCperimentally convinced of its own emptiness, 
and of the abundant fulness of God, of Hiii 
readiness to hear, of His power to help, of His 
willingness to save. It is not an emotion pro- 
duced in the senses, nor an effect wrought in 
the imagination; but a determination of the 
will, an efiusion of the heart." <* It is not a 
mere conception in the mind, or an effort of the 
tongue: it requires the heart rather than the 
tongue. The eloquence of prayer consists no^ 
(in studied and vehement appeals, nor in the welt- 
•Chosen words of man's devising ; though forms 

* Mn, Mon'B Spirit of Ptttjen ^. VI. 
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OF PRAYER WILL NEVER BE UNDERVALUE!) 

THE REFLECTING BELIEVER; at the Same til 
words will be of no avail, unless the feelings 
our heart either dictate or accompany th< 
<< God hears us not the sooner for our nu 
words, but much sooner for our earnest desu 
Our confidence must spring from God's woric 
us, not from our words to God. 

The OBJECT of prayer is, not to communic 
unto God the knowledge of our wants ; but 
impress man with the conviction of his wret 
edness, to humble his spirit, to stir up his 
sires, kindle his faith, animate his hope, i 
elevate his soul to heaven, his country, 
dwelling-place of his Father. << There is 
doubt but God always knoweth what we h 
need of, and is always most ready to give abu 
ance of those things that we lack. Yet, to 
intent that we might acknowledge Him to 
the giver of all good things, and behave c 
selves towards Him thankfully in that beh 
loving, fearing, and worshipping Him, sincei 
and truly as we ought to do ; He hath profita 
and wisely ordained that, in time of necess 
we should humble ourselves in his sight, p 
out the secrets of our heart before Him, i 
crave help at his hands, with continual, earn 
and devout prayer." • 

n. Such being the nature of prayer, its pi 
mount importance will appear from the f) 
that it is indispensably necessary to our haj 
ncss: for man possesses — and can possess 

♦ Homily conccrmng Prayet, 
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notbing without prayer ; while every thing of 
which we stand in need is attainable by prayer. 

1. This privilege — this duty — is indispens- 
able to our happiness : for the nature of things, 
experience, and the word of God, all concur to 
prove that we have, and can have, nothing of 
which we stand in need, without prayer. 

[i.] The nature oe things attests this 
truth. God is the source of life. Every thing 
which his creatures enjoy, is derived from Him 
alone. He alone preserves them by providing for 
each its appropriate sustenance. He commands 
the earth, and it produces food for terrestrial 
beings. The plants of the fields, the animals 
that roam the forests, yea man himself, so far as 
respects his frail and perishable body, all derive 
from the bosom of the earth, or from its produc- 
tions, that support which is necessary for them. ' 
But the rational and immortal soul does not live 
upon those earthly aliments. Truth and righte- 
ousness are the sustenance aflier which the soul 
hungers and thirsts, as soon as it learns to know 
its true interest. Where then can the soul seek 
that sustenance, unless it seeks it by prayer 
from the Author and Giver of every good and 
every perfect gift ? Asa plant spreads its roots 
deep into the earth, in order that it may thence 
derive nutritious sap; — or, as the flower opens 
its calix to the rays of the sun and to the re- 
freshing dew; — so does the soul, by prayer, 
enter into communion with the source of all 
grace, and places itself under the mighty influ- 
ence of the Holy Spirit oE Go4. "Bmx. tot twi., 
that never prnys, depr'ivCB \tat\E ':^ ^kA ■5»».«iW'- 
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ample of much good or much evil, according as 
he conducts himself afler eminent mercies re- 
ceived. If he become more pious, virtuous, just, 
and sober than before, he becomes a forcible 
motive and engagement to others to be like him : 
on the other hand, if he degenerate into impiety, 
vanity, or sin, he discourages goodness, and be- 
comes a great temptation to others -to be like 
him* 

III. Taihe heed kst, after great deliverancey £flty 
heart be lifted np into presumption upon God^ or 
into pride and vain glory ^ and a conceit of thine 
own goodness and worth. 

This is the common temptation which grows 
much upon mercy received : and therefore Mose» 
cautioned the Israelites not to cherish the Tain 
notion that God cast out the nations of Canaan 
from before them, on account of their righteous- 
ness, but for the wickedness of those nations and 
in performance of his promise to Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob. (Deut. ix. 4 — 6.) Let thine afflictions 
find thee humble and make thee more humble \ 
but let thy deliverance increase thine humility. 
The more mercy God shews thee, the more 
humble let thine heart be; because thou must 
expect that the temptations and assaults of pride 
and vain glory will be most busy with thee. Be 
very watchful therefore over thyself, and remem- 
ber thy Saviour's counsel, " Sin no nwre^ lest a 
worse thing come unto thee" (John v. 14.) As 
a means of keeping thee from pride and pre- 
sumption^ call to mind those sins which did most 
trouo/e and disquiet thee In the iVme o( VScvok^ 
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adversitj. Renew thy repentance for them, and 
take special care to avoid relapses into thein. 

IV. Let the remenArance of thy pcLst misery ^ €md 
of thy present mercy ^ make thee more anxiously 
solicitous to hem up thy interest and (if it be not 
too bold a word) thy friendship with God, 

He was tbv support in thine affliction and 
He was thy deliverer out of thine affliction : let 
gratitude bind thee to it, as He was thy bene- 
factor ; and let prudence bind thee to it, for thou 
knowest not how soon thou mayest have the 
same necessity ^ain ; and where canst thou find 
such a friend? Every mercy thou receivest calls 
for more humility, more thankfulness, more 
heavenly-mindedness, more charity, more devo- 
tedness, and self-denial, more sanctity, and more 
jealousy for tlie honour of God : O I keep thy 
God thy friend : for most certain it is, that thou 
wilt have occasion to use him again, and thou 
knowest not how soon. Keep thine interest in 
Him, and estrange not thyself from him in thy 
recovery, without whom thou canst not do in 
thine afflictions. 

V. Beware that^ after deliverance from afflic- 
tions, thou be not secure. 

Think not, with Agag, " Surely the bitterness 
i^JDeath is past." (1 Sam. xv. 32.) When one 
affliction is past, hold thyself in readiness for an- 
other conflict. Skilful mariners, after weathering 
put a storm, immediately repair the ship and 
tackling, that they may be able to ride out an- 
other tempest. Thus should we ^Te^^\<i w^x- 
selvea for the storms of tT\a\ft «ai<i \.e«i\N:ijXx'^^^^' 

p 2 
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In like manner, be tliou watchful and stand upon 
thy guard : for thou hast sins and corruptions 
within thee, which (if thou art not watchful) 
may surprise tliee, and raise new storms. Be- 
sides, thou hast watchful enemies without titee, 
— evil men and evil angels that envy thee the 
more because thou hast escaped. So long as 
thou livcst in the world, thy condition is iincer* 
tain and unstable : and, if there were nothing 
else to make thee watchful, yet be assured that 
the hour of sickness and the hour of death will 
overtake thee; and that is an hour of aiHiction, 
fiir which thou must always prepare, lest it over- 
take thee unawares. 

VI. Finally, CJierhk the remembrance of 'poA 
deliverances from, affliction, as a means of per- 
petuating thy gratitude, obedience, and watclijut- 

When men have experienced any uncxpecEed 
deliverance, they commonly have a quick and 
lively apprehension of it, which produces cor- 
responding purposes of obedience, gratitude, and 
watchfulness. But, in process of time, as the 
remembrance of the deliverance gradually de- 
cays and becomes weaker, bo do their good pur- 
Kses become more and more faint, until at 
igth the affliction and the deliverance arc 
equally forgotten. Thehefobe, to prevent such 
a declension in thy soul, keep thy Mictions and 
thy deliverances fresh in thy memory, by having 
recourse to writing, or some other expedient, 
whJcJi may frequently remind thee of them with 
e/J their c/rcum stances. MeTitAoti ttvewi. oft.cu-, , 

Uect them ofben, and recoWea «i\aa.W|tt 



« , / 
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tlvf tliMightSy purposes, and tempef of mind ootl 
spirity when Uiy afflictions were upon thee, or 
tliy deliverances were newly vouchsafed to thee ; 
and reason thyself into the same temper and 
habit of thankfulness, whidi thou didst then 
cherish. By thus keeping the memory of these 
afflictionB and these deliverances fresh under all 
tiieir circumstances, thou wilt with them, and in 
the same degree as thy remembrance of them 
is lively, revive and excite, and preserve and 
keep siive the same gratitude, the same obe- 
dience, the same humility, the same solicitude 
to preserve thine interest with God, and the 
same vigilance, which these afflictions or these 
deliverances wrought in thee, when they were 
fresh with thee or upon thee. The vigorous 
perpetuating oX the remembrance di them, will 
be an effectual means to perpetuate the due 
fruit of them in their life, vigour, and intention. 

Through all the changing scenes of life, 

In trouble and in joy. 
The praises of my God shall still 

My heart and tongue employ. 

Of His deliverance I will boast 
'->' Till all that are distressed 

l¥om my exam'ple comfort take. 
And charm their griefs to rest. 



?>.f 






O magnify the Lord with me. 



r // i With me exalt His name** 
i^'-'When in distress to Hlml caSJiSL^ 
'He to my rescue come* 
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OF TRAYSK. 

aM Him, notwithBtanding the continual fttiguet 
of his life, take from the hours allotted to repdee, 
the time which woe neceseaiy for tliis holy em- 
ployment, and even prevent the dawn of day, in 
order that he miglit give himself unto prayer, 
far removed irora the course of the multitudes 
which ordinarily pressed upon his steps. " In 
the morning, rising up a great while before day, 
Jesus went out and departed into a solitary I 
place, and there prayed." (Mark i. 35.) In thus I 
seizing every opportunity of pouring out his soul | 
before God, our Lord has left us an example 
that we should follow his steps. It is not, indeed, i 
required of us, that we should spend whole nights 
in prayer, for that would, in all probability, render 
uB unfit for prosecuting the duties of our proper 
callings on the following day. But we are ex- 
horted to continue pereeveringly in prayer, and 
to watch thereunto with thanksgiving (Epb.Ti 
18.) : and, the more nearly we csn approach to 
the example of our Divine Redeemer, in the 
frequency and urgency of our supplications, the 
more remarkable will be the answers we shall 
receive; and the more abundant will be the 
communications of divine grace to our souls. 

Our salvation, doubtless, was the principal ob- 
ject of the Redeemer's prayers ; though we leam 
from various passages of the New festamoit, 
that JesusChrist also sought for himself those con- 
solations and that support, which are obtained by 
prayer. (Matt. xxvi. 39. Johnxii.27. Heb.T.7.) 
IP tiien the Son of God did not neglect to seek 
ad, so long as he conflicted v/\tW vW cAnVt^iian- 
iwa of sinners against himself, wMe Ao'&ei^nfla 



to Him as to a FsihiBf} tb lay dpbn'ooi' #tiAt8 and 
to complain of our bmili^tis. Nothing tan sup- 
ply the abseno^ of -prayer. ' In viAn kr^ W^ sur- 
rounded with aH the * means of sahration ; — in 
vai^ 18 our weakness strengthened by every pos- 
sible support, — instructions, examples, counsels, 
devotional reading, meditation, and the divinely 
instituted means of grace, especially the partici- 
pation of those holy mysteries which our Master 
and only Saviour Jesus Christ hath ordained as 
pledges of His Love, to our great and endless 
comfort With all these means together, if we 
liT6 ih the habitual disregard of prayer — or if 
our 'prayers be faint and feeble — we niust remain 
in all the moral languor of our fallen nature. We 
may have irequent conversation with men of 
eminent zeal and piety; but man can speak only 
to tht^ inind'of man. It is God alone, who speaks 
to the heart, when supplicated aright in prayer. 
We may,; by reading, acquire a conviction of 
some truths; prayer alone imparts to us the 
sense and love of those truths. We may partake 
of the supper of the Lord ; but prayer alone can 
"^ 'ite; us for a right participation of it;, aiid 

•e'te ite its benefits, 
'^'ira^ls no duty more strongly recommended 
ti^»ite W the Word of God. ** I will'— we there 
Kl^^iiJcc I n^ju ^ijg^ jijgn pray every where, coh- 

Vibtiiii^ instant in prayer; praying always witli 
SlPpmet and supplication. Pray without c^ad- 
mr-'XV nm. iu S. Rom. xn.l2. Eph.vL 1«. 
r^^pMiy?n:) But the constantry, with' wfcidPi 
<nn«a»5oW'>tat?<feed this dulv, t^Ti^AS^-J j^^^ 
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OF FRAVEB WILL NEVER BE UHDEHVALUE& BY 

THE REFLECTING BELIEVER; at the same time, 
words will be of no avail, unless the feelings of 
our heart either dictate or accompany them. 
" God hears lis not the sooner for our man; 
words, but much sooner for our earnest desire. 
Our confidence must spring from God's work in 
us, not from our words to God. 

The OBJECT of prayer is, not to communicate 
imto God the knowledge of our wants; but to 
impress man with the conviction of his wretch- 
edness, to humble his spirit, to stir up his de- 
sires, kindle his faith, animate his hope, and 
elevate his soul to heaven, his country, the 
dwelling-place of his Father. " There is no 
doubt but God always knoweth what we have 
need of, and is always most ready to give abund< 
ance of those things that we lack. Yet, to the 
intent that we might acknowledge Him to be 
the giver of all good things, and behave our- 
selves towards Him thankfully in that behalf 
loving, fearing, and worshipping Him, sincerely 
and truly as we ought to do ; He hath profitably 
and wisely ordained that, in time of necessity, | 
we should humble ourselves in his sight, poui 
out the secrets of our heart before Him, and 
crave help at his bands, with contbual, eam^ti 
and devout prayer." • 

II. Such being the nature of prayer, its pa^ 
mount iWPOHTANCE will appear from the faft, 
tl^at, it is indispensably necessary to out bapfi- 
9JS^i for man possesses — and can possess — 
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tlitf^innoceot infirmities of our nature; — poor, 
fioeble sinners as we are* — how much greater 
need have we to ^^ pray without ceasing I '* 



SECTION I. 

ON TH£ KATUES AND IICFORTANCE OF PllATKII.— 
KOTIYES AMD ENCOURAGEMENTS TO FRATEA. 

L ^ Prayer/' it has been remarked with equal 
pietj and eloquence, ^ is the application of want 
to Him alone who can relieve it,- the voice of 
lin to Him alone who can pardon it. It is the 
HTgency of poverty, the prostration of humility, 
the fervency of penitence, the confidence of trust. 
; • • « • It is the devout breathing of a creature, 
struck with a sense of its own misery, and of the 
infinite holiness of Him whom it is addressing; 
nCperimentally convinced of its own emptiness, 
and of the abundant fulness of God, of His, 
Ireadiness to hear, of His power to help, of His 
willingness to save. It is not an emotion pro- 
duced in the senses, nor an effect wrought in 
the imagination; but a determination of the 
rwill, an efiusion of the heart."* It is not a 
mere conception in the mind, or an effort of the 
tongue: it requires the heart rather than the 
tongue. The eloquence of prayer consists not 
(In' studied and vehement appeals, nor in the well- 
/Chosen words of man's devising ; though forms 

* Afrt, Mora's Spirit of Ptw^w^^AI* 
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ample of much good or much evH, accArding afl 
he conducts himself after eminent mercies re- 
ceived. If he become more pious, virtuous, just, 
and sober than before, he becomes a forcible 
motive and engagement to others to be hke him ; 
on the other hand, if he degenerate into impiety, 
vanity, or sin, he diecourages goodness, and be- 
comes a great temptation to others to be litie 
him. 

III. Take lieed lest, after great deliverance, dttf 
heart be lifted tip into presumption upon God, or 
into pride and vain glory, and a concdl of thim 
own goodness and wart/t. 

This is tlie common temptation which grows 
much upon mercy received : and therefore Moses 
cautioned the Israehtes not to cherish the vain 
notion that God cast out the natlouR of Canaan 
from before them, on account of their righteous- 
ness, but for the wickedness of those nations and 
in performance of his promise to Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob. (Deut. ix. 4— 6.) Let thine afflictions 
find thee humble and make tliee more humble: 
but let thy deliverance increase thine humHity. 
The more mercy God shews thee, the more 
humble let thine heart be ; because thon must 
expect that the temptations and assaults of pride 
and vain glory will be most busy with thee. Be 
Very watchful therefore over thyself, and remem- 
ber thy Saviour's counsel, " Sin no more, lest a 
worse tkijig come unto thee." (John v. 14.) As 
a means of keeping thee from pride and pre- 
samptioj}, call to mind those s\qs which did most 
trouble and rf/squiet thee in ihe i™e o? flnwit 
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advenitj. Renew thy repentance for them, and 
take special care to avoid relapses into them. 

IV. Let the remembrance of thy pcist misery y and 
of thy present mercy y make thee more anxiously 
aoUcUxnu to keep up thy interest and (if it be not 
too bold a ioora) thy friendship with God* 

He was tbv support in thine affliction and 
He was thy deliverer out of thine affliction : let 
gratitude bind thee to it, as He was thy bene« 
ntctor ; and let prudence bind thee to it, tor thou 
knowest not how soon thou mayest have the 
same necessity again; and where canst thou find 
such a friend? Every mercy thou receivest calls 
for more humility, more thankfulness, more 
heavenly-mindedness, more charity, more devo- 
tedness, and self-denial, more sanctity, and more 
jealousy for tlie honour of God : O I keep thy 
God thy friend : for most certain it is, that thou 
wilt have occasion to use him again, and thou 
knowest not how soon. Keep thme interest in 
Him, and estrange not thyself from him in thy 
recovery, without whom thou canst not do in 
thine afflictions. 

y. Beware thai, after deliverance from afflie- 

tiOflS, thou BE NOT SECURE. 

Think not, with Agag, " Surely the bitterness 
^ Death is past," (1 Sam. xv. 32.) When one 
affliction is past, hold thyself in readiness for an- 
other conflict. Skilful mariners, afler weathering 
out a storm, immediately repair the ship and 
tackling, that they may be able to ride out an- 
other tempest. Thus should we \ixe^^x<i wis.- 
BcJyve for the storms of tT\a\ft «xv<i \.^\s\\X*saX\^^^ 
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Iti like manner, be thou watchibl and stand iij 
thy guard: for thou hast sins axidcOinq^ti 
within thee, which (if thou art not. vJEitchi 
=;!/ may surprise thee, and raise new ?stonmk: rl 

sidles, thou hast watchful enemies without 41] 
•^evil men and evil angels that envy thcQ i 
j' more because thou hast escaped. So long' 

\'- thou livest in the world, thy conditum ia mic 

[] tain and unstable: and, if there were notb 

1 1 else to make thee watchful, yet be assured ti 

the hour of sickness and the hour of death ^ 
overtake thee ; and that is an hour <^ aiHioti 
for which thou must always prepare, lest it or 
take thee unawares. 

VI. Fmally, Cherish Me remenArtmee ^/ 
deiiverances from qfflu^ony as a meaans of % 
petuating thy gratitude^ obedience^ and wamj 



U' mess. 



When men have experienced any unexped 
deliverance, they commonly have a quick i 
lively apprehension of it, which produces c 
responding purposes of obedience, gratitude* f 
.|,: watchfulness. But, in process of time, as 1 

^' remembrance of the deliverance gradually < 

/ cays and becomes weaker, so do their good p 

^- poses become more and more fiunt^ until 

length the affliction and the deliverance i 
equally forgotten. Therefore, to prevent ai 
a declension in thy soul, keep thy afflictions i 
thy deliverances fresh in thy memory, by hanH 
recourse to writing, or some other expedie 
which may ^equently remind thee of them w 
all their circumstanceB. Mentlvoti iDtk^sctk.xAb 
recollect them oii&i^ and tecoWecX ^>ttX '^ 
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•tlvf tliMightSy pnrposesy and tempef o£ mind ood 
iBpirity when Uiy afflictions were upon thee, or 
lliy deliverances were newly vouchsafed to thee ; 
axm reason thyself into the same temper and 
habit of thankfulness, whidi thou didst then 
cherish. By thus keeping the memory of these 
afflictaons and these deliverances fresh under all 
tiieir circumstances, thou wilt with them, and in 
the same degree as thy remembrance of them 
IS lively, revive and excite, and preserve and 
keep alive the same gratitude, the same obe- 
dience, the same humility, the same solicitude 
to preserve thine interest with God, and the 
same vigilance, which these afflictions or these 
deliverances wrought in thee, when they were 
fresh with thee or upon thee. The vigorous 
perpetuating oX the remembrance of them, will 
be an effectual means to perpetuate the due 
firuit of them in their life, vigour, and intention. 

Through all the changing scenes of life, 

In trouble and in joy. 
The praises of my God shall still 

My heart and tongue employ. 

• Of His deliverance I will boast 
^^^ Till all that are distressed 

fi >.- IVom my exam'ple comfort take, 
'uiw, ^ And charm their griefs to rest. 

'•^- ■ Onragnify the Lord with me, 
»i ji ■\- \ >WiSi me exalt His name*. 
'^ ' '^/When in distress to HVia 1 caSi ^ 
...^ V '^fff^ tQ jj^y rescue came. 
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O moke but trial of His loifCy 
. Experience will decide^ 
How blest are they> and only they, ' . ' 
Who in his truth confide. 

Psalm xxxiv. 1— S« 8« 



CHAPTER III. 

ON THE PRIVILEGE AND DUTY OF PRAYERf 
ESPECIALLY IN SEASONS OF AFFLICTIOW. 

A soul IV coiiMXRCz wna her gob, is heaven ? 



Pbayxr ardent opens heaven, lets down a stream 

Of glory on the consecrated hour 

Of man, in audience with the Deity. 

Who worships the Great God, that instant joins 

The first in heaTen, and sets his foot on faeU. 

Youmr* 

Of all the duties and privileffes of the Chris- 
tian Life, Prayer is unquestionably the m)«l 
important. It is the very soul of all true Reli- 
gion^ and the channel through which God ordi- 
narily confers his grace upon us. It is the key 
of the treasures of heaven, and the surest wag 
to obtain peace of mind : and, since it is put into 
our hands, we have no longer to deplore our in- 
dig^ce. At the same time, it is an act of gr^cf 
3J3d Jb^hefit boDOUTy that we — dust oo^ ^^dcift^^r^ 
^e. admitted, to speak to the Etertiai GoA>Aj5 x\tfk 



to Him as to a Father,' to lay dpen our wants and 
to complain of our burtJieng. Nothing can sup- 
ply the absence of prayer. In vain are we sur- 
rounded with all the means of salvation ; — in 
vam is our weakness strengthened by every pos- 
sible support, — instructions, examples, counsels, 
devotional reading, meditation, ana the divinely 
instituted means of grace, especially the partici- 
pation of those holy mysteries which our Master 
and only Saviour Jesus Christ hath ordained as 
pledges of His Love, to our great and endless 
comfort With all these means together, if we 
lire in the habitual disregard of prayer — or if 
our prayers be faint and feeble — we must remain 
in all the moral languor of our fallen nature. We 
may have frequent conversation with men of 
' eminent zeal and piety ; but man can speak only 
to this mind of man. It is God alone, who speaks 
to the heart, when supplicated aright in prayer. 
We may, by reading, acquire a conviction of 
some truths; prayer alone imparts to us the 
sense and love of those truths. We may partake 
of the supper of the Lord ; but prayer alone can 
pfepaSce us for a right participation of it, and 
hjbectreto us its benefits. 
-'Ttticre is no duty more strongly recommended 
td'ite in the Word of God. *' I wilP— we there 
^ffyii i— M I urill that men pray every where, con- 
IShliiiig instant in prayer; praying always with 
dSfprtL^et and supplication. Pray without ceas- 
i%/^-' (1 Tim. ii. 8. Rom, xii. 12. Eph. vi. 18. 
t^^sH^v. 17') But the conalaxvcj^VvXlcv^^^^ 
mn^lmiatrt "pfeiciiseA this dutv, esoecvsi^^ ^^ 
Mh 'HigH>m^ bf its importaivce •, fAW^ ^^ ^^ 
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see Him, notwithstanding the eontinu^ fatigues 
of his life, take from the hours allotted to repose, 
the lime which was necessary for this holy em- 
ployment, and even prevent the dawn of day, in 
order that he might give himself unto prayer, 
far removed from the course of the multitudes 
which ordinarily pressed upon his steps. " In 
the morning, rising up a great while before day, 
Jesus went out and departed into a solitary 
place, and tliere prayed." (Mark L 35.) In thus 
seizing every opportunity of pouring out his soul 
before God, our Lord has letl us an example 
that we should follow his steps. It is not, indeedi 
required of us, that y>e should spend whole nights 
in prayer, for that would, in all probability, render 
us untit for prosecuting the duties of our proper 
callings on the following day. But we are ex^ 
horted to continue pereeveringly in prayer, and 
to watch tliereunto with thanksgiving (Eph. vi 
18.) ; and, the more nearly we can approach to 
the example of our Divine Redeemer, ia the 
frequency and urgency of our supplications, the 
more remarkable will be the answers we shaU 
receive; and the more abundant will be the 
communications of divine grace to our souls. 

Our salvation, doubtless, was the principal ob- 
ject of the Redeemer's prayers ; though we Itam 
from various passages of the New Testament, 
. thatJesus Christ also sought for himself those con- 
solations and that support, which are obtained by 
prayer. (Matt. xxvi. 39. Johnxii.27. Heb.T.7.^ 
If then the Son of God did not neglect to seeli 
aid, so long as he conflicted with the contradic- 
tioQ of smners against himself, while clothed with 
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thtf^innoceot infirmities of our nature; — poor, 
fioeble fiinnem as we are, — how much greater 
need have we to *^ pray without ceasing ! *' 



SECTION L 

ON TH£ KATUES AND IICFORTANCE OF PllAYKIl. — 
KOTIYSS AMD ENCOURAGEMENTS TO FRAYEA. 

L ^ Prayer/' it has been remarked with equal 
pietj and eloquence, '< is the application of want 
to Him alone who can relieve it,- the voice of 
lin to Him alone who can pardon it. It is the 
urgency of poverty, the prostration of humility, 
the fervency of penitence, the confidence of trust. 
• • • . • It is the devout breathing of a creature, 
struck with a sense of its own misery, and of the 
infinite holiness of Him whom it is addressing; 
e^erimentally convinced of its own emptiness, 
and of the abundant fulness of God, of His 
Readiness to hear, of His power to help, of His 
willin^ess to save. It is not an emotion pro- 
duced in the senses, nor an effect wrought in 
the imagination ; but a determination of the 
'will, an efiusion of the heart."* It is not a 
mere conception in the mind, or an effort of the 
tongue: it requires the heart rather than the 
tongue. The eloquence of prayer consists not 
(in studied and vehement appeals, nor in the well- 
.'jDhosen words of man's devising ; though forms 
■- '■■.■■ 

• Mr». Mor«*8 Spirit of Prayer, p. 17. 
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or PRATSa WILL KEVER BB UNDERVALUED BV 
THE BBFLECTING BELIEVER; at the EBUie tUue, 

words irill be of do avail, unless the feelinga of 
our heart either dictate or accompany them, 
" God hears us not the sooner for our many 
words, but much sooner for our earnest desire. 
Our confidence must spring from God'e work in 
UB, not from our words to God. 

The OBJECT of prayer is, not to comntunicate 
unto God the knowledge of our wants ; but to 
impress man with the conviction of his wretch- 
edness, to liumble his spirit, to stir up his de- 
sires, kindle his faith, animate his hope, and 
elevate his soul to heaven, his country, the 
dwelling-place of his Father. " There la dq 
doubt but God always knoweth what we have 
need of, and is always most ready to give abund< 
ance of those things that we lack. Yet, to the 
intent that we might acknowledge Him to be 
the giver of all good things, and behave oiir- 
edves towards Him thankfully in that behalf, 
loving, fearing, and worshipping Him, sincerely 
and truly us we ought to do ; He hath profitably 
and wisely ordained that, in time of necessity) 
we should humble ourselves in his sight, pour 
out the secrets of our heart before Him, and 
crave help at his hands, with continual, earnest, 
and devout prayer."" 

II. Sudi being the nature of prayer, its para- 

mount IMPORTANCE will appear from the fact, 

thfl' \ ' dispensably necessary to our happi- 

ia possesses — and can posecss — 
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thoM^ firani whom he m^ht reasonably expect 
to receive proofs of kindness ? He has recourse 
to prajrer ; his heart expands with filial love and 
confidence in his Heavenly Father. How is he 
oomfiirtedi when he looks off from all other ob- 
jects to Jesus the Author and Finisher of his 
fiuth, — to that divine '< Friend, who sticketh 
closer than a brother.*' He prays: and in his 
eyes every thing assumes a new aspect. His 
sorrow loses its bitterness. The peace of God 
once more fills his heart; and he is ready to 
accommodate himself to the most difficult cir- 
cumstances. He forgives the most unjust pro- 
ceedings against him ; and he supports, without 
efibrty what but a short time before appeared to 
him insupportable. Is he afflicted with sore dis- 
ease, either in his own person or in the persons 
of those who are dear to him ? Is he plunged 
into the deepest sorrow, visited by unforeseen 
rererses, or reduced to any pressing extremity ? 
The Christian continues to pray : and his voice 
doea^ not vainly implore Him, who " taketh plea- 
sure-in them that fear him, in those who hope in 
his mercy. 

Always, whether under bodily or mental suf- 
ferings, amidst the temptations of the world, 
and the infirmities incident to human nature, 
ike Christian is rendered strong by prayer. By 
<t» he is enabled to war a good war^e ; and by 
ifci he triumphs. What supported the martyrs 
-fon the faith of Christ amid excruciating tor- 
tures and at the stake, but prayer ? From God 
they sought all the strength of which they stood 
in^Med. .'-'' In the day when they cried, ho an- 
il 



uammtA'tKx of pkatu. 



^mL Iftc ■ (iIk* tan vp bnr the tqdu udabM* 
diMed u the wnb, en aiiy be toosed abouCiM 
n, and. by its (iolent 

^iL] In tbc next place, Jaterrogaie eipB' 




' does eapenence demonstrate «ur 
'tji ts extricate ourselves trom tht 
IT state by nature: but it also cflu- 
i tbat ve cannot ciMtinue in a state of 
grace witbout prayer. The reader has perh^ 
ucB with astoaisfanient one, who seemed to have 
" escaped llie pc^tions of the world throagb 
the knowledge of the Lord and Sa*ioiir Jesua 
Christ, suffer himself to become again eutanglcd 
therein ;" so that he 13 non' seen sitting in the seat 
of the scorntiil. abaDdoning himself to their ua-' 
godly joy, and even surpassing them in their ex- 
cesses. Such a strange and surprising changtf 
seems to be not only Inconceivable but unaccount- 
able. But, question that miserable man. Endea- 
vour to learn from him, whether he has daily iia- 
plored succour from on high ; and you will find[ 
tJiat God did not give him up to all the deprarit^. 
«f Ills heart, until he had broken off ail intern 
course with heaven by ceasing to pray. ■ ;. I'l 
We need not, however, have recourse to aadU 
awful examples as these: we appeal to thf) 
rcsdcr't own personal experience. When have 
yim fell your faitli become weali, your zeal 
. your love become almost extinct? Whan 
fDu<Mt» diUBite< ibr itJK bnEad< a£>hmMn(ij 
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Wlien kave yoa catt a food lingering kiok bdiind 
you at the world and iu fleeting pleasunrt? 
Has it been when you have been ^ithful to tlie 
iatj and the privilege of prayer ? Kathcr, has 
it not been, woen you have been lax in the prac- 
tice of that holy duty, and begun to feel luke- 
warm and indirorent to it? Were every one 
carefully to examine into the causes of his little 
progress in '< knowledge and in the grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ," he would be constrained to 
acknowledge that all the spiritual coldness and 
want €€ faith, which he professes to deplore, is 
solely to be ascribed to the neglect of prayer. 

[ill.] Be not, however, surprised at these fatal 
consequences of negligence in prayer, fur the 
evidence of experience is confirmed by the ex- 
plicit testimonies of the Word of God. llic 
Holy Scriptures shew i», that we must necessarily 
vioceive every thing from the mere bounty of God. 
What, indeed, do we possess, of ourselves ? Wliat 
spiRtual good can we acquire^ of ourselves ? 

■ Reader I art thou desirous of the knowledge 
er TH« TRUTH ? — Pray. — So did David : " O I 
send out Thy light and Thy trutli ; let them lead 
■184 In Thy light shall we see light." (Psal. 
aliik 3. xxxvi. 9.) The only channel (an aiMistIc 
teaches us), by which we can obtain tliis liglit 
from God, is prayer. << If anv man lack wisdom, 
let hisir ask of God, and it shall be given to iiini." 
(James i. 5.) 

^'Dbst thou want more faith? — Pa ay* 'i'li» 
Scripture teaches us that '< faitli is the gill of G(k1 i* 
and> the apostles of our Redeemer have shewn im 
by their -example, that, in order that wai »n 
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rairiched with this precious treasure, it must be 
sought by prayer. " Lord !" said they, " ' 
our faith." (xvii. 5.) 

Doet thou feel the necessity of a 
HEART? — Pray. So did holy David, who ear- 
nestly Bupplicated God for this grace. " Create 
in me a clean heart, God; and renewa right 
spirit within me." (Psal. li, 10.) 

Dost thou need strength iest thou shouldeat 
be weary of well-doing? — Pray. So did Paul 
the apostle of Jesus Christ. He besought the 
Lord to grant the believers at Colossee that 
strength, which no man can find in hirogelf. 
" We do not cease," said he, " to pmi/ for you 
that ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all 
pleasing, being fruitf\il in every good work, and 
increasing in the knowledge of God." (Col. i. 
9, 10.) 

Is THY soul. CAST DOWN within thee? — 
Pray. So did David, " the sweet psalmist of Israel, 
by whom the Spirit of the Lord spake." (2 Sam. 
xxiii. 1, 2.) " The sorrows of hell compassed 
me about ; the snares of death prevented me. In 
my distress I called upon the Lord, and cried 
unto my God ; O Lord ! I beseech Thee, deliver 
my soul. He heard rny voice out of his temple, 
and my cty came before him." (Psal. xviii. 5, 6. 
cxvi. 3, i.) And a greater than David — Jesus 
Christ — " in the days of his flesh offered up 
prayers and supplications with strong crying and 
tears unto him that was able to save him from 
deatii, and was heard in that he feared." (Heb. 
r.ZJ 

"Art thou CAST DOWN nPO» TU-« ^ICt W15.TX 
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Call for the elders of the Church, and let them 
PRAY. (James y. lO This was Hezekiali*s 
recipe, when he was < sick unto death : He turned 
his face to the wall, and prayed.' (2 Kings xx. 
1, 2.) This was David's recipe : ' Have mercy 
on me, O Lord, for I am we^ O Lord, heal 
me ; for my bones are vexed.' (Psal. vi. 2.) 

^ Art thou infested with importunate tempt- 
ations? — Pray. So did St. Paul, when the 
messenger of Satan was sent to buffet him. 
' Thrice I besought the Lord, that it might de- 
part from me.' (2 Cor. xii. 8.) So did David. 
* While I suffer thy terrors I am distracted. Thy 
fierce wrath gd^th over me. But unto Thee have 
I cried, O Lord ; and in the morning shall my 
prayer prevent Thee.' (Psal. Ixxxviii. 15, 16. 
V. IS.) 

** Art thou afflicted with the slanders of 
KVii* tongues? — Pray. So did David. ' The 
mouth of the wicked and the mouth of the de- 
ceitful are opened against me: they have spoken 
against me with a lying tongue. — Hold not Thy 
peace, O God of my praise.' (Psal. cix. 2, 1.) 

" Art thou distressed with poverty? — Pray. 
JSo did David. < I am poor and needy, and my 
heart is wounded within me. Help me, O Lord 
my God, according to thy mercy.' (Psal. cix. 
^ 26.) 

.. " Art thou bereaved of thy bodily senses ? — 
I Make thy address to him that said, < Who hath 
.{nade man's mouth, or who maketh the dumb, 
gnd' the deaf, or the seeing, or the b\m<i'^ \^^s:^<^ 
not I, the Lord ?' (Exod. iv. 1\.^ Cx^ \i^ws.^^» 
tflm with BartiiDseu$ — « Lotdl \\v«X\ ^k^tj ^^- 
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ceive mysight.' (Matt. x. 47. 51.) And if thou 
be hopeless of thine outward sight, yet pray with 
the Psalmist — * O Lord I open thou mine eyes 
that I may see the wondrous things of thy law.' 
(Psal. cxix. 18.) 

*^ Dost thou droop under the grievances of ^ 
a^e 9 — Pray. So did David. * O I cast me 
not off in the time of old age : forsake me not 
when my strength faileth. O God I Thou hast 
taught me from my youth : now also, when I am 
old and grey-headed, O God, forsake me not.' 
(Psal. Ixxi. 9. 17, 18.) 

"Art thou troubled with the fears of death? 
— Pray. So did David. * M/ soul is full of 
trouble, and my life draweth nigh unto the grave. 
I am counted with them that go down into the 
pit. I am as a man that hath no strength. Free 
among the dead, thou hast laid me in the lowest 
pit, in darkness, in the deeps. But unto Thee 
have I cried, O Lord ; and in the morning shall 
my prayer prevent Thee.' (Psal. Ixxxviii. 3 — 6. 
13.) 

" Dost thou tremble at the thought of judg- 
ment? — So did the man after God's own heart. 
< My flesh trembleth for fear of Thee, and I am 
afraid of Thy judgments.' (Psal. cxix. 20.) Look 
up, with Jeremiah, and say to thy Saviour — * O 
Lord ! Thou hast pleaded the causes of my soul ; 
thou hast redeemed my life : O Lord, judge Thou 
my cause.' (Lam. iii. 58, 59.) 

" Art thou afraid of the power, malice, sub- 
tlety of thy SPIRITUAL ENEMIES ? — Pray. So did 
David. * Deliver me from mine enemies, O my 
God; save me from them that rise up against me. 
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(Psal. lix. 1.) O hitle me ftom the secret counsel 
of the wicked. (Paal, IxW. 2.) Consider mine ene- 
mies : for they are many and they hate me wiUi 
a cruel hatred. keep my soul, and deliver me.' 
(Psal. XKV. 19, 20.) So did St. Paul pray Uiat 
he might be freed from the messenger of Satan 
whose buffets he felt, and was answered with, 
' My grace is sufficient for thee.' (2 Cor. xii. 9.) 
So he sues for all God's Saints — ' May the God of 
peace tread down Satan under your feet shortly.' 
(Roro-XYi. 20.) 

" Whatever evil," in fine, " it be that presaeth 
thy soul, haTe speedy recourse to the throne of 
grace : pour out thy heart into the ears of ' tlie 
Father of all mercies and God of ail comfort C 
and be sure, if not of redress, yet of ease. We 
have His word for it, that cannot fail us ; ' Call 
upon me io the day of trouble, and I wilt deliver 
thee; and thou shit glofiiy me.' (Psal. 1. 15,)" • 

Is it necessary to adduce further testimonies 
to tlie importance and necessity of praying al- 
ways with all supplication ? Know that " Every 
good gift and every perfect gifl is irom above, 
and Cometh down from the Father of Lights, 
who givetli unto all men liberally and upbraideth 
not." (James i. 5. 17.) And the only way by 
which we may obtain these precious giils is — 
p^ATEH. Ask therefore of God — " Ask, and it 
shall be given yoa : seek, and ye ehall find; knock, 
and it shall be opened unto you." (Matt. vii. 7>) 
" If wealth were to be had for athing, what eager- 
, j^eas, what diHgence, what perseverance sbpiild 
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iwe witnesH 1 If treasure were to be had fur seek- 
inffy what portion of the earth's surface would 
escape the spade ? If knochituf would give en- 
trance to the cabinets uiid contidence of kii^B, 
'what crowding would be there I In quest of false 
happiness no effort is spared. HardaJiips and op- 
jKising dangers men count as nothing, when the 
j^atom of this world's glory, riches, or pleasures 
rises before them." (Fenelon.) 

" Fashionable suppliants may talk to God ; but, 
be confident, be that can truly pray, can never 
be truly miserable. Of ourselves, we lie open to 
all evils : our rescue is from above : and wliat 
intercourse have we witli heaven, but by otv; 
prayers ? Our prayers are they, that can delirer 
us from dangers, avert judgments, prevent mis* 
chiefs, procure blessings ; that can obtiun pardoti 
lor our sins, furnish us with strength against 
teraptations, mitigate the extremity of our suflier- 
ings, sustain our infirmitiea, raise up our dejected- 
ness, increase our graces, abate our corruptionsi 
sanctify all good things to us, sweeten the bitter- 
ness of afflictions, open the windows of heaven, 
shut up the bars of death, vanquish the power olT 
hell. — Prav ; and be both safe and happy." (Rp. 
Halt.) Yes I — " Ask and it shall be given you;" 
in other words, whoever does not ask, must ne^ 
cessarily remain destitute of all tliose splritukli 
blessings, which are promised to all Uiet "pray 
without ceasing," and " watch unto prayer." i 

2> But, while the proud or careless professor 
of Christianity loses every thing by ne^eotiit^ 
ptayer, the humble believer, who feels his want 
ol'djviinegntci^ derives, on the contrary, from' 
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THSHT' SACRED tBXERCIftS EVERY THING of 

it^hioh he Btands in need. The humble penitent 
becomes rich by prayer : the feeble believer is 
rendered strong by prayer. 

[i.] The humble pekitent becomes rich 
m PRATER. — Not, indeed, that our prayers, con- 
sidered as the discharge of a duty towards God, 
ran; merit any thing in His sight: for we are 
but unprofitable servants, even though we were 
to perform all that we are commanded to do. 
But our prayers, being ahrays more or less defiled 
by inattention, by languor, by pride or unbelief, or 
by some other defect, themselves require to be 
purified through the blood of the Redeemer 
vHiich cleanseth from all sin. When therefore 
God vouchsafes to hear those prayers, he hears 
them only through His grace and tor the sake of 
Jesus Christ, in whose name and through whose 
ail-prevailing intercession we present them : and 
<^ whosoever believeth in Him, shall not be con* 
founded." 

' The Holy Scriptures abound with numerous 
examples which are recorded for our encourage- 
ment, of the successful prayer of faith. 

(1.) In the Old Testament we read, that 
the ofiering of Abel was accepted, because it 
was presented in sincerity, and was expressive 
of humility and believing obedience: and, as he 
sought the mercy of the N.ew Covenant through 
the promised seed, he W9s graciously accepted. 
^'The Lord had respect unto Abel and to his 
offering." (Gen. iv. 4.) " By faith Abel offered 
unto God' a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, 
byvrhich he obtained witness that he was right- 
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cous, God testifying of his gifts: and by it he 
bciog dead yet speaketh." (Heb. xi. 4.) 

Jacob wrestled with God by prayer, and 
])r availed for the blessing which he sought. 
(Gen. xxxii. 24-— 28.) 

The prayer of Moses dried up the waters of 
tlie Red Sea, and caused them to stand in a 
heap, while the Israelites crossing over on dry 
land beheld the salvation of Goo. (Exod. xiv. 
13—26.) 

David's prayers repeatedly protected him 
amidst all the imminent dangers with which on 
various occasions he was surrounded. 

Elijah's prayer shut and opened the windows 
of heaven. (1 Kings xvii. 1. xviii. 4?2 — 45. 
James v. 18.) 

Aiiab's humiliation and prayer suspended the 
divine judgments which were about to be inflicted 
upon his idolatrous house. (1 Kings xxi. 29.) 

Manasseii's prayer liberated him from cap- 
tivity ; and, contrary to all ordinary means^ re- 
stored him to the throne of his kingdom. 
(2 Chron. xxxiii. 12, 13.) 

Daniel's prayer shut the lions' mouths, and 
stopped the rage of those furious beasts. (Dan.vil) 

And the devout prayers of Esther changed 
the sentence of extermination wjiich had been 
denounced against the captive Jews, and caused 
the intended mischief to fall upon their enemies. 

(2.) The New Testament also exhibit^ 
numerous instances of humble prayer, success- 
fully offered for divine aid and guidance. 

Witness the two blind men of Jericho :, — 
feeling all the magnitude of their calamity, they 
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earnestly desired to recover their sight. " Thej 
cried out," therefore, " the more, saying. Have 
ijiercj on us, O Lord, thou Son of David. And 
Jesiis had compassion on them, and touched 
their eyes ; and immediately their eyes received 
j^ight.** (Matt. XX. 30—34..) 

Witness likewise the leprous man, w.he feet" 
tng all the deformity of his leprosy — (fit emblem 
of the moral leprosy of sin) — earnestly sup- 
plicated deliverance from it. His confidence iii 
the Redeemer's ability to succour him was un- 
tiounded : the prayer of faith was heard. *^ Jesus 
put forth his hand and touched him ; and imme- 
diately his leprosy was cleansed*" (Matt, viii; 
2—4.) 

While the devout centurion at Cffisarea was 
getufUfy praying, an angel annoui\ced to him that 
nis prayers and alms were come up for a memo- 
rial before God. Four days after, the apostle 
Peter arrived at his house, and preached to him 
the Gospel of Peace : and the happy centurion at 
length received, through the knowledge of Jesus 
Christ, that peace of God, which all his good 
works could not impart to him. (Acts x. 3^33.) 

And while Saul of Tarsus, (who had vainly 
thought to serve the cause of Goa by persecuting 
the church,) afler his miraculous conversion, was 
Bumbling himself at Damascus, by fasting and 
prayer, the Lord in like manner sent one of his 
ntithful disciples, to carry to his troubled soul 
tihe glorious message of peace, and an assurance 
that he should be filled with the Holy Spirit 
(Actsix. 11—18.^ 

TTje time indeed would fa\\, Nvexe 'we V.Q ^\sx«^ 
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to recount aU the mighty aduevements of devout 
and humble prayer, which has such an all pne- 
vailing force as no earthly power is able to with- 
stand ; and no wonder ; since it engages the 
whole power of heaven on its side, and fetches 
to its assistance that omnipotency> which created 
all things out of nothing. 

Does the reader feel, at times, an aching void 
in his heart, which no earthly good can fill or 
satisfy ? Let him suffer the writer of these pages 
to prevail on him to enter into his closet, and 
pour forth his soul in the presence of Him ^ who 
seeth in secret," and who is the witness of aH 
pur spiritual conflicts. " Pray always," — under 
every trial and in every exigency,! — ** with aU 
prayer and supplication " ^Eph. v. 18.); and you 
shall not wait long at the throne of mercy* 
<< For, if ye being evil know how to give gooa 
gifls to your children, how much more shall your 
Heavenly Father give His Holy Spirit to them 
that ask Him ? '* (Luke xi. 1 3.) The cry of the 
humble penitent will not ascend in vain befoarft 
Him, who imparts rest to the weary and heavy- 
laden. As there is no condemnation to them 
that are in Christ Jesus, and who walk not ac- 
cording to the flesh, but according to the Spirit^ 
being justified by faith, you will have peace with 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ. (Rom. viii* 
1. V. 1.) And, amid all the trials to which yoa 
may be exposed, << seek the Lord and His 
strength : seek His face evermore, who is nigh 
unto all them that call upon Him in truth. He 
will fulfil the desire of them that fear Him ; He 
will also hear their cry and will save them." For 
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^ thej that wait upon the Lord shall renew their 
strength; they shall mount up with wings as 
eagles : they shall run and not be weary ; they 
shall walk and not faint." (Psal. cv. 4. cxlv. 18, 
19. Isa. xl. SI.) 

Thus the humble penitent becomes rich by 
prayer; and 

[iL] The feeble believer is rendered 

STRONG BY PRAYER. 

(1.) In the seventeenth chapter of the book of 
Exodus, we have an account of the manner, in 
whidi the Israelites, under the command of 
Joshua, obtained a victory over the Amalekites, 
-^not so much by virtue of their own strength 
or the military skill of Joshua, as by the earnest 
and continual prayer of Moses. While the 
people were engaged in battle, Moses ascended 
tn the summit of a hill whence he could be dis- 
tinctly seen, and there he lifted up his hands in 
prajier. << And it came to pass, when Moses held 
tip his hand, that Israel prevailed ; and when he 
let down his hand AmsJek prevailed.'* (Exod. 
xvii. 10, 11.) And, long after the time of Moses 
and of Joshua, was not the prayer of Jehosha- 
PHAT king of Judah of great force and strength ? 
When, surrounded by his enemies, he had no 
hope of defending his people against unequal 
numbers, and knew not what to do, — his " eyes 
were upon God." — " He set himself to seek the 
Lord," who sent division amongst his enemies, 
so that *< every one helped to destroy another." 
(2 Chron. xx. 5—12. 23.) 

Livelf re/7resentations these, ot our cqxi^\^\^xl 
hi Ms world, and of the power of pxa^exX "ftet^ 
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hitleed we »e. engaged in s d8ltci^-Tlr|i 
Wfr have to conflict «t once with the vorhlrMMl 
>» Tnaxims, with satnn anil his deviceE,. wttk^hc 
Sesh anA its evil desires. Whlun-^witli(rat--i- 
on every side, temptations nssoil us ; ' Bnd irr 
have nothing to oppose to them but our weak- 
ness. But the Christian prays ; and the thought 
of the heavenly inheritance, and of the blcEBtngs 
which are resetvetl for him, strengthens bb 
wavering faith, and re-animates hia fainting 
courage. 

how frivolous do worldly objects appear to 
him, who places himselt' in the immediate pre- 
sence of his God, and who fixes his rtgnrds on 
«temal things I Under what an important anil 
solemn point of view do the duties of the Cbrift- 
tian present themselves to him I But, above sU, 
Hod answers the prayer of His child, Whrai 
* the righteous cry, the Lord heareth, and de- 
livereth them outofall their troubles." — "Who, 
indeed, can express the powerful oratory of^ 
believer's prayer? This little word — 'FATiiBa*-- 
lisped forth in prayer by a child of God, exceeds 
the eloquence of all the most renowned ovaton 
of imtient or of modem times. We knedt at 
heaven : and the heart of God flies open"'-:i''>jt 

(2.\ This answer to prayer the humble CWu- 
tlan ctaily experiences. ■ ' ^h 

Is he cast down under the sense of a trs^ign 
into which he has inadvertently faiioB?'' Hb 
prostrates himself, in prayer before the thrbnt-^ 
grace. Is he assailed by temptation ? He pnyt, 
and is delivered from it. Is he overwhelmetl 
under a sense of the injustice and harshnen of 
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thoM^ fhmi whom he m^ht reasonably expect 
to receive proofs of kindneM ? He has recourse 
to prajrer ; his heart expands with filial love and 
confidence in his Heavenly Father. How is he 
oomfiirtedi when he looks off from all other ob- 
jects to Jesus the Author and Finisher of his 
fiuth, — to that divine '< Friend, who sticketh 
doaer than a brother." He prays: and in his 
eyes every thing assumes a new aspect. His 
sorrow loses its bitterness. The peace of God 
once more fills his heart; and he is ready to 
accommodate himself to the most difficult cir- 
cumstances. He forgives the most unjust pro- 
ceedings against him ; and he supports, without 
efibrt, what but a short time before appeared to 
him insupportable. Is he afHicted with sore dis- 
ease, either in his own person or in the persons 
of those who are dear to him ? Is he plunged 
into the deepest sorrow, visited by unforeseen 
remnves, or reduced to any pressing extremity ? 
The Christian continues to pray : and his voice 
does- not vainly implore Him, who << taketh plea- 
sure in them that fear him, in those who hope in 
his mercy." 

. Always, whether under bodily or mental suf- 
ferings, amidst the temptations of the world, 
and the infirmities incident to human nature, 
ihe Christian is rendered strong by prayer. By 
<t» he is enabled to war a good war^e ; and by 
it) he triumphs. What supported the martyrs 
'.(ot, the faith oi Christ amid excruciating tor- 
tures and at the stake, but prayer ? From God 
they sought all the strength of which they stood 
ki^aeed* <-'< In the day when they cried, ho an- 
il 



7B 

indeed ve are engaged in « dUficalt'iiwiiia 
We have to conflict at once with the vbrUrmnd 
ite iiiaxinifl, with saUin and his devices, wi^ tfar 
fl«^ and its evil desires. Within -~-wititont-* 
on every side, temptatioiiB assail us;'iiiid ve 
have nothing to oppose to them but oar vesie^ 
ness. But the Christian prays ; and the thonglit 
of the heavenly iolieritance, and of tlie blesainf^ 
■which are reseived for him, stren(»theiis bia 
tnivermg faith, and re-animate* Uis Minting 
courage. 

O haw frivolous do worldly objects ap|>esr U 
him, who places himself in the immediate 'pr» 
sence of his God. and who fixes his regwdiDii 
eternal things 1 Under what an itnportaot ani 
solemn point of view do the duties uf the Chri^ 
tian pi-csent themselves to him I But, abovevUl 
God answers the prayer of His child. WIigm 
■' the righteous cry, the Lord heareth, and de< 
livereth them out of all their troubles."— "Wiou 
indeed, can express the powerful oratory af-k 
believer's prayer? This little word — 'FATeBs'-i— 
lisped forth in prayer by a child of God, esceedi 
the eloquence of all the most renowned eraCxi 
of antient or of modem times. We knebk at 
heaven 1 and the heart of God flies open." "--'1 

(2.) This answer to prayer the humble Clvi»> 
tian daily experiences. -'J rij , 

la he cast down under the sense of a trm^iM 
into which he has inadvertently fallen?-' He 
prostrates himself, in prat/er before the thFOnsM 
grace. Is he assailed by temptation ? Ha pn^t, 
and is delivered from it. Is he overwhetaiW 
under a sense of the injustice and harshfleas'of 
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thoae^ from whom he might reasonably expect 
to receive proofii of kindness ? He has recourse 
to prayer ; his heart expands with filial love and 
confidence in his Heavenly Father. How is he 
comforted* when he looks oiF from all other ob- 
jects to Jesus the Author and Finisher of his 
fiuthy ^ to that divine '< Friend, who sticketh 
closer than a brother." He prays: and in his 
eyes every thing assumes a new aspect. His 
sorrow loses its bitterness. Tlie peace of (lod 
once more fills his heart; and he is ready to 
accommodate himself to the most difficult cir- 
cumstances. He forgives the most unjust pro- 
ceedings against him ; and he supports, without 
efibrty what but a short time before appeared to 
him insupportable. Is he afflicted with sore dis- 
ease, either in his own person or in the persons 
of those who are dear to him ? Is he plunged 
into the deepest sorrow, visited by unforeseen 
reverses, or reduced to any pressing extremity ? 
The Christian continues to pray : and his voice 
does not vainly implore Him, wno *< takcth plea- 
sure in them that fear him, in those who hope in 
his mercy." 

Always, whether under bodily or mental suf- 
ferings, amidst the temptations of the world, 
and the infirmities incident to human nature, 
the Christian is rendered strong by prayer. By 
ity he is enabled to war a good warfare ; and by 
it . he triumphs. What supported the martyrs 
■for the faith of Christ amid excruciating tor- 
tures and at the stake, but prayer ? From (lod 
they sou^t all the strength of which they ]^ 
indeed. ■'* In the day when they criedy 
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{or Hiiti to bestow, or too good tor ua to ro- 
ceivG, He has further assured us, that what* 
soerer we ^faall ask tlie Father in his name, 
that will He do. (John xiv. 13.) Yet it is not 
the mere askiog, that will be accepted : aitbougK 
the promise Eeems to be absolute, yet the condi- 
tion is necessarily implied, that we ask such 
things only as are agreeable to the will of Ucxl, 
and suited to our real necessities; not for such 
things as may gratify our evil propensities, but 
tor those blessingB only which may promote 
the honour of God, and the real welfare of our 
immortal souls. If we do not attend to this 
point, it is no wonder that our petitions are 
rejected. " Ye ask and receive not," says St. 
James ; " because ye ask amiss." (iv. 3.) In all 
cur supplications to the throne of grace, therefore^ 
regard must be had to the subject — as well as 
to the MANNER — of our petitions. 

I. With respect to the SUBJECT of prayer, 
one certain cjualification is, tliat it be offered for 
such things only as are just and lawful. 

" Should an earthly prince make a promise to 
any of his subjects, as God has done to us, that 
he would never deny him any request, it ougbt 
to be understood of reasonable requests : and 
should that subject offer up any suit that is wicked 
and unrighteous, the prince who has any reganl 
to justice and true honour would not only give 
him a denial, but dismiss him witli the utmost, 
scorn and indignation. And shall not the Judjje 
of all the world think himself as much concerned 
-^t and equity ? He that shall put up any 
pto Him, which is not every way conform- 
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able to tlie eternal rules of righteousness, can 
expect no other, but tliat his < prayer will be 
turned into sin/ and will bring down upon him 
the heaviest portion of God's wrath and ven- 
geance. The glory of God ought to be the chief 
end and aim of all. the prayers that we offer to 
hiia: and, due regard being had thereto, we may 
law^lj pray, (and it is our duty to do ho,) for 
all tbingB that are needful to our souls or bodies ; 
only with this difference in the form and manner 
of- our addresses, that when we pray to (iod for 
9piriiuiU bkMmgs^ for the supplies of his grace 
and tha assiatance of His Holy Spirit, the terms 
and esKpressions of our petitions are to be abso- 
lute, and sent up to His heavenly Throne, with 
full -assurance that they shall be heard and 
granted. But when we pray for temporal good 
ihingg, for health, liberty, food, and raiment, the 
comforts or conveniences of life, we submit all to 
His will and pleasure, and ask them upon no 
other terms than as He thinks they are fitting for 
us." * ** Covet earnestly the best gifts. Ask not 
riches, wealth, or honour, nor the life of thine 
enemies, neither yet lon^ life ; but ask wisdom 
and knowledge for thyself; and God shall supply 
all thy need according to his riches in glory, by 
•Chvist Jesus." (1 Cor. xii. 31. 2 Chron. i. 11. 
Phitav. 19.) 

IL With regard to the MANNER in which we 
are to << make known our requests unto God," 
the Holy Scriptures contain full and explicit 
instructions. 

» KouTse's Discourses on thft lloTT\\>a!e%,'^wX.\. \!- ^^ 
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PLACB vounsELr m 'tdi 
I, the Searc/ierof fiearls. 'i\ 

Let us not add to our other Gini; that ofappearhig 
before ihe Most High without a dueseuBe of Hii 
glorious and adorable attributes, and ait flf1«ctib|; 
senBeofourownunwoTthiness. Deeply impiesieil 
with these sentiments, Abraham ai^bnowledged 
himself to be but dust and ashes ; Job, that hewM 
vile ; and David, that he was a worm and no roan. 
The distance between creatures of n day and the 
Eternal Almighty Creator is not to be calculated. 
God has revealed Himself as decked with majMt^ 
and honour, and glorious in holiness. But what 
are we in our best estate ? With imaginations 
only evil, continually, and ptwsessing a heart that 
is deceitful above all things, " even/ man <at 
his best estate is altogether vanity." (Psal. 
xxxix. 5.) 

" Before thou praycst," therefore, " prepare 
thyself, and be not as one that tempteth the 
Lord : commune with thine own hear^ examine 
thyself, and [let] thy spirit make diligent 
search." (Ecclos. xviii. 23. Psal. is. 4«. 3 Cor. 
xiii. 5. Psal. Ixxvii. 6.) 

" Be not rash with thy mouth, and let not thfaie 
heart be hasty to utter any thing before God: 
Ibr God is in heaven, and thou upon earth. Herve 
the Lord with fear, and give glory to Him that 
made heaven and earth, and the sea, andi the 
fountains of waters. [For] God ig a Spirit^ and 
they that worship Him must worship Him* on 
spirit and in truth." (Eccles, v. 2. Psal. iLiU. 
Rev. xiv. 7. Johniv. S-t.) ii 

■•l*.' Bring to fhe exercise of prajftr siNcedr'tv 

WrrxifTioiT. 
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It is only the pure, in heart who tee Goil. 
" He " only, " that hatfa dean hands and a purt 
heart, shall rect?ive the blessing from the Lord, 
and righteousness from the God of liis salvation. " 
{Psal. xsiv. 4s 5.) " Holy intention " (says 
Bishop Taylor) « ts to the actions of ama% tliat 
which the suul is to the body, or form to its 
matter, or the root to the tree, or the sun to the 
world, or the fountain to a river, or the base to a 
pillar: for, without these, the body is a dead 
trunk, the matter is slu^ish, the tree is a block, 
the world is darkness, the river ia quickly dry, the 
pillar rushes into flatness and ruin, and the action 
u siiifiil, or unprofitable and vain." 
- . It is easy to be sincere, when we &tk for tem- 
poral things : we love tketn only too well. Dut 
when we pray for those things which are Iriily 
good, — for those which are opposed to our irregu- 
lar desires, — how rarely do we offer our petitions 
with an upright heart ! How addom do we desire 
to obtain them, when the acquisition of them 
• would cost vs the plucking out of an eye, or the 
cutting off an arm I On the contrary, how many 
secret attachments do we cherish to the world 
■ and its lusts, which we dread to see broken I 
■ But God detects this duplicity, whicli we dis- 
semble from ourselves. Little does He regard 
I thoae prayers in which the language of the lips is 
-notiini'ull harmony with that of the heart; and 
I'm which we conHne righteousness to what is 
( gratifying lo' us, or easy to be performed, andto 
tthat may co -exist with inclinations that ^- 
slavc us. i;\ 

I'ar tliU'crent from tUcae \ieaTV\cfi -Jiksij^m* 
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to recount aii the mighty 
and humble prayer, which 
vailing force ae no earthly 
stand : and no wonder ; 
whole power of hesven aa, 
to its assistance that omq' 
all things out of nothing. 

Does the reader iee^ at 
in his heart, which 
satisfy ? Let him suffer the 
to prevail on him to enter, 
pour forth his sool in the 
seeth in secret," aDd who 
our spiritual conflicts. ■' ~ 
every trial and in every 



shall not wait long g 
" For, if ye being evil know 
gifts to your difldren, ho« 
Heavenly Father sivc Hi 
tliat ask Him?" (Luke x 
humble penitent will not asctJ 
Him, who imparts res 
laden. As there is no cond 1 
that are in Christ Jesus, and T 
carding to the flesh, but accoi \ 
being justified by faith, you w 
God through our Lord Jesus I 
1. V. I.) And, amid alt the nd 
may be exposed, " seek ittm 
strength ; seek His pace ere| 
unto all them that call u 
will falBl the desire oE ^^em 
will also hear their cry anAii 



ACC£PTAfiL£ PKAYKK. Si 

4f* The moit certain prooJ\ that we offer our 
prayers toith humility^ is when we pray ka rnestl v 
and vbrvkntly; — when we pray always with 

ALL PERSEVERANCE. (£ph. vi. 18.) 

The proud man becomes weary with dehiy, it' 
his prayers be not answered. Tne humble soul 
waits patiently his Master's good pleasure: he 
accounts himself happy, to be permitted to wait 
at his door, and there he continues prostrate 
until it is opened to liim ; knowing that He, who 
has promised to hear prayer, is faithful. '* Let 
us never faint, never slack, never give over, but 
let us daily and hourly, early and late, in season 
and out of season, be occupied in godly medi- 
tations and prayers. What, if we obtain not our 
petitions at the first ? Yet, let us not be dis- 
couraged, yet let us continually cry and call 
upon God: he will surely hear us at length, if 
for no other cause yet for very importunity's 
sake. Remember tlie parable of the unrig!) t- 
eous judge and the poor widow ; how she by 
her importunate means caused him to do her 
justice against her adversary, although otherwise 
he feared neither God nor man. * Shall not God 
much more avenge His elect,' saith our Saviour 
Christy ' which cry unto Him day and night ? ' 
(Luke xviii, I — ?•) Thus He taught his discij^Ics, 
and in them all other Christian men, to pray 
always, and never to faint or shrink. Remember 
also the example of the woman of Canaan, how 
she was rejected of Christ, and called dog, as 
one most unworthy of any benefit at His hands : 
yet she gave not over, but followed him still, 
crying and calling upon him to be good and 



merciful unto her daughter. And at Itnglb, 
by very importunity, she obtained her request. 
(Matt. XV. yi— 2e.) O let us learn by ibese 
examples to be earnest aud fervent in pr^er ; 
assuring ourselves that what we ask of God tltc 
Father, in the name of his Son Christ, and ac- 
cording to his wi!l, he will undoubtedly graat it. 
He ia truth itself; and, as truly as He hath pro- 
mised it, so truly will He perform it. (Homily, 
on Prayer, Part L) " Delight thyself in the i 
LtfRD, and He shall give thee the desires of tbioe { 
heart. Commit thy way unto the Lord : trust j 
also in him, and he shall bring it to pass. For, ] 
yet a little while, and he that shall come, will , 
come, and will not tarry." (Psal. xxxvii, 4, 5- 
Heb. s. 37.) , ' 

5. But, in order that we may he lieard, vw must , 
pray in tJte name of Christ. , 

" Verily, verily, I say unto you, whatsoever | 
ye shall ask the Father in my name. He will | 
give it you. Ask and receive, tliat your joy may ] 
be full." (John xvi. 23, Hi-.) " In my name." 
Thig is the foundation of pr^er, and from this 
it derives all its efficacy. This word, "in wY 
name," supposes that it is only for the love of 
Christ, that our prayers will be heard. But Imw 
can we dare to raise our thoughts and ou/ 
wishes to Him, who is infinite in majesty und 
spotless holiness, if Jesus Christ did not fill fb^ 
immense interval which separates the creatune 
from the Creator, and the yet greater distaou 
which sin has interposed between the holin«ss,0|f 
Godandour on worth inc sa -, if '\Ae ivi tva^. ctwet 
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^ thej that wait upon the Lord shall renew their 
strength; they shall mount up with wings as 
eagles : they shall run and not be weary ; tlicy 
shall walk and not faint/* (Psal. cv. 4. cxlv. 18, 
19. Isa. xl. 31.) 

Thus the humble penitent becomes rich by 
{urayer; and 

[iL] The feeble believer is rendered 

STRONG BY PRAYER. 

(1.) In the seventeenth chapter of the book of 
Exodus, we have an account of the manner, in 
which the Israelites, under the command of 
Joshua, obtained a victory over the Amalekites, 
-^not so much by virtue of their own strength 
or tlie military skill of Joshua, as by the earnest 
and continual prayer of Moses. While the 
people were engaged in battle, Moses ascended 
to the summit of a hill whence he could be dis- 
tinctly seen, and there he lifled up his hands in 
prayer. ^ And it came to pass, when Moses held 
Hp his hand, that Israel prevailed ; and when he 
let down his hand Amalek prevailed.'' (Exod. 
xvii. 10, 11.) And, long after the time of Moses 
and of Joshua, was not the prayer of Jeiiosha- 
PHAT king of Judah of great force and strength ? 
When, surrounded by his enemies, he had no 
hope of defending his people against unequal 
numbers, and knew not what to do, — his " eyes 
were upon God." — " He set himself to seek the 
Lord," who sent division amongst his enemies, 
so that " every one helped to destroy another." 
(2 Chron. xx. 5—12. 23.) 

Lively repreisentations these, of our condition 
in this world, and of the power of prayer ! Here 
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therdbre our blessed Saviour, in his sermoni, 
joins watdifulness witb prayer i for God's graceJ 
arc but assistances, not new creations ol' the 
wliole habit in every instant or period of our 
lii«. Read the Scriptures, and then pray to 
God for understanding. Pray i^inst tempt- 
ation ; but you must also resist the devil, and 
then ' he will flee from you.' Ask of God coat- 
petency of living; but you must also ■ work 
with your hands the things that are honest, Uiil 
ye may have to supply in time of need," , We 
can but do our endeavour, and pray for a bias- 
ing, and then leave the success witb God: ottd 
beyond this we cannot deliberate, we cannot take 
care; but so far we must." (Bishop Taylor.)— 
Let this be " the confidence that we have in 
Him, that, if we ask any thing according to His 
will, he heareth us:" and haih promised that 
" all things whatsoever we ask in prayer. »b- 
LiEViNQ, we shall receive." For " the Loito is 
nigh unto all thcin that call upon Him in truth: 
He will fulfil the desire of them that fear Hits : 
He also will bear their cry, and will saveiheab" 
(IJohnv. 14. Matt. Ksi. 29. Psal. cxlv. 18, 19.) 

7. Let your prayers be accompanied with ten- 
thnetOs (/ chahttv, or love toieardg aii your 
hrelhren of mankind. 

When you offer your petitions to yonr Heft- 
yenly Father in the name of Christ, " forgive, if 
ye have ought against any man : that your Father 
also which is in Heaven may forgive you your 
IreKpaeBCB. For, if ye forgive men th«r Ires- 
t^osae^i your Heavenly Father wWV tiin fvKfgnc 
yva: but, if ye forgive not men iWt XteKflttww, 
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thoae^ ^rom whom he might reasonably expect 
to receive proofii of kindness ? He has recourse 
to prayer ; his heart expands with filial love and 
comdence in his Heavenly Father. How is he 
oomfortedf when he looks oiF from all other ob- 
jects to Jesus the Author and Finisher of his 
fidthy ^ to that divine << Friend, who sticketh 
doaer than a brother." He prays: and in his 
eyes every thing assumes a new aspect. His 
sorrow loses its bitterness. The peace of God 
once more fills his heart; and he is ready to 
accommodate himself to the most difficult cir* 
cumstances. He forgives the most unjust pro- 
c^eedings against him ; and he supports, without 
eSoTtf what but a short time before appeared to 
him msupportable. Is he afflicted with sore dis- 
ease, either in his own person or in the persons 
of those who are dear to him ? Is he plunged 
into the deepest sorrow, visited by unforeseen 
r emr woB y or reduced to any pressing extremity ? 
3^e Christian continues to pray : and his voice 
doea^not vainly implore Him, wno *^ taketh plea- 
sure in them that fear him, in those who hope in 
his mercy*" 

. Always, whether under bodily or mental suf- 
ferings, amidst the temptations of the world, 
and the infirmities incident to human nature, 
ike Christian is rendered strong by prayer. By 
kp.ho is enabled to war a good war^e ; and by 
iti he triumphs. What supported the martyrs 
■iGbri. the faith of Christ amid excruciating tor- 
turca and at the stake, but prayer? From God 
tbey aougfat all the strength of which they stood 
in«»eed. ■•'* In the day when they cried, he an- 
il 



TO ACCEPTABLE PllAYER, 

citly credited? And ehall we cherish even As 
shadow of a doubt concerning the foithful pro- 
misea of the God of truth, tJie God of all grace 
and consolation, wlio has condescended to con- ' 
firm His divine promises by an oath, nioTe im- i 
mutable than heaven and earth I Tiie manifold i 
blessings of His grace, which God has already i 
lavished upon us, unworthy as we are of the | 
least of His mercies, are a pledge of those which I 
he will vouchsafe in answer to fervent andl 
effectual prayer. He that commended Hia Inve i 
to us while we were yet dinners, in that He spared 
not His own Son but delivered him up for us all, 
— how shall He not with him also freely give us 
all things, that will be subservient to our truest 
happiness I 

" Pray often, and you shall pray oftener : and 
when you are accustomed to a frequent devotion, | 
t will HO insensibly unite to our nature and af- ' 



fections, that it will become trouble 

usual or appointed prayers, l^et the wort 



your 
■ds of 
' prayers be pertiaent, grave, material, not 
studiously many, but accordmg to our need, 
sufficient to express our wants, and to sign^ our) 
importunity." (Bishop Taylor.) 



i 



[hoBc, from wliom he might reasonably expect 
to receive jwools of kindness? He has recourse 
to prayer ; his heart expands with filial love and 
coDtidence in his Heavenly Tatlier, How is be 
comforted, when he looks oiF from all other ob- 
jects to Jesus the Author and Finisher of hii 
taitb, — to that divine " Friend, who sticketh 
closer than a brother." He prays : and in his 
eyes every thing assumes a new aspect. His 
sorrow loses its bitterness. Tlie peace of God 
once more fills his heart ; and he is ready to 
accommodate himself to the most difficult cir- 
cumstances. He forgives the most unjust pro- 
veedings agninst !iim ; Q[id he supports, without 
effort, what but a short time before appeared to 
him insupportable. Is he afflicted with sore dis- 
easei either in his own person or in the personfl 

, af Uiose who are dear to him ? Is he plunged 
into the deepest sorrow, visited by untbreseen 
.iwrarses, or reduced to any pressing extremitT? 
The Christian continues to pray : and his voice 

I doe« not vainly implore Him, who " taketh plea- 

I sure in them that fear him, in those who hope in 

I bis mercy." 

I Always, whether under bodily or mental euf- 

L ferings, amidst the temptations of the world, 
and the infirmities incident to human nature, 
the Christian is rendered strong by prayer. By 
-«l, he is enabled to war a good warfare ; and by 
U. he triumphs. What supported the martyrs 
rfor the faith of Christ amid excruciating to^. 
.lurefl and at the stake, but prayer ? From God 

[ Ith^.-sougbt all the strength ot'vhidA vWj bVva&. 

I iimmMd, , " la the day wUen VW^ ct\t6^\\Q w\- 
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uitly credited ? And shall we cherish even the 
shadow of a doubt concerning the faithful pro- 
roiBeB of the God of truth, the God of all grace 
and conBolation, who has condescended to con- 
firm His divine promises by aa oatb, more im- 
mutable than heaven and earth I The manifold 
blessings of His grace, which God has already 
lavished upon us, unworthy as we are of the 
least of His mercies, are a pledge of thoee which 
he will vouchsafe in answer to fervent and 
effectual prayer. He tliat commended His love 
to us while wc were yet sinners, in that He spared 
not His own Son but dehvered him up for us all, 
— how shall He not with him also freely give us 
all things, that will be subservient to our truest 
happiness I 

" Pray often, and you shall pray oftener : and 
when jou are accustomed to a frequent devotion, 
It will so insensibly unite to our nature and af- 
fections, that it will become trouble to omit your 
usual or appointed prayers. Let the words of 
our prayers be pertinenr, grave, material, not 
studiously many, but according to our need, 
Euflicient to express our wants, and to signify our 
importunity." (Bishop Taylor.) ^ 
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PART 11. 



CONSOLATION FOR THE AFFLICTED; 

* A SERIES 

OF 

MEDITATIONS AND PRAYERS 
^"'^tet^cteo um akkanosd from trb holy bcuptures, etc. 






'txriWlfrH you words, akd turn unto thk lord. 

Hos. liv. 2. 



f 
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o TH0U9 mr WBOH WE come to god, 

'THE LIFE, THE TRUTH, THE WAY ! 
THE FATH OF PRAYER THYSELF HAST TROD 
LORD, TEACH US HOW TO FRAY. 
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90 DEVOTIONii Fon THE 

Thea. Without Thee I can do nothing. O let 
Thy Holy Spirit lielp my infirmitj', and tnnkB 
interceBsJon for me. Work in me to will and to 
do of Thy good pleasure. Pour upon me the 
spirit of grace and supplication, that I may 
draw near to Thee with a true heart sprinkled 
from an evil conscience, in full assurance of liiitK ; 
asking such things as are according to Thy will- 
Strengthen rae, help me, uphold me with the 
right hand of Thy rightcDusne»s ; that my heart 
may be estabhshed unblameable in holiness be- 
fore Thee, our Father, at the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ with all his saints. Now unto the 
only wise God our Saviour, be glory and ma- 
jesty, dominion and power, both now and ever. 
Amen. (Psal. xix. U-. Horn. viii. 26. 2 Cor. 
hi. 5. John xv. 15. Itom. viii. 26. PhiL iL 13. 
Zech. xii. 10. Heb. x. 22. 1 John v. 1*. Isa.' 
xli. la 1 Thess. iii. 13. Jude 25.) -M 



2. From the Book of Common Prayert^ 
Almighty and Everlasting God, who art alwayfc' 
more ready to hear than we to pray, and art 
wont to give more tlian either wc desire or de- 
serve; Pour down upon us the abundance of Thy 
Mercy, forgiving us those things whereof 0UT, 
conscience is afraid, and giving vis \.\\ij4c ^^od 
tilings which we arc not worl\i> Vo aaVVuX. 
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llirougli die Merita and Af ediatlon of Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

Let Thy niercifui ears, O Lord, be ojton to 
the prayers of Tliine unworthy servants ; anil 
that we may obtain our petitions, niake us to 
nsk such things as shall please Th^e, and to offer 
up our Eupplicationx at the "throne of Thy grace, 
ivith humble, lowly, penitent, and obedient hearts. 
not trusting in our own rigliteuusness, but in Thy 
manifold and great mercieB, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

O God, the strength of all them that put their 
trust in Thee, mercifully accept our prayers ; 
and because, through (he weakness of our mortal 
nature, vre can do no good tiling without Tlice ; 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by th<j in- 
spiration of thy Holy Spirit ; graft in our hearts 
the love of Thy name ; and grant us the help of 
Thy grace, that in keeping Tliy commandments 
we may please Thee both in will and deed, through 
JcBus Christ our Lord, Amen, 



IL Confesgions (in the Language of Ae Holy 
Scrijitures) of a Person deepli/ eonvincfd of 
Sin. 

.1 have sinned; what shall I do unto Thee, O 
thda Preserver of Men ? Thine arrows stick fast 
iti me, and Thj hand preBsetb me wiTe-, Cot \R\i\e, 
iniquities arc gonp ovcf myheai-, a.4 m\ \\«SN-i 
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burden, they are too heavy fori 

deep mire where there is do stEinding. I am 

come into deep waters, where the flgoda overflow 

me. The troublesofmyheartareenlarged. Thy 

wrath lieth hard upnn me ; and I am afflicted, 

and ready to die; while I suiFer Thy terrotv, 

I am distracted : Thy fierce wrath goeth over 

me, Thy terrors have cut me off, (Job vii, SOl 

Peal, xxxviii. 2. *. ; Isit 2, 3. ; xxv. 17. ; Ixxxvtfii 

15, 16.) 

I am troubled, I am bowed down greatly; I 
go mourning all the day long. For innumerable 
evila have compassed me about: mine ini<]UIti<M 
have taken hold upon me, so that 1 am not aUt 
to look up : they are more than the hairs ef my 
liead, therefore my heart fiiileth me. In itie 
dwelleth no good tiling: for the good that I 
would, I do not ; but the evil which I would not, 
that I do. I find a law, that, wheh t woold do 
good, evil is present with me. For I delight fn 
the law of God after the inward man ; hut I see 
another law in my members, warring against the 
law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity 
to the law of sin which is in my members. O 
i^etclied man that I am, who shall deIivtr"tBfc 
from the body of this death I O Lord, I iuh 
Oppressed, undertake for me. Be fileased,' "0 
Lord, to deliver me : O Lohd, make hastK'^ 
helpme. (PBal.MxvJii.e.; xl.12. Rorti.Vit.4i 
" SjtMffiii.l*. Paal. *!j"" ^* "' 
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III. Prayers suUed to those w/to fcel Uie '' in- 
tolerable hurthen" of their sins. 

1. From the Holy Scriptures, 

I know, O Lord, that Thy judgments are 
right, and that Thou in faithfulness hast afHicted 
me. I have gone astray like a lost sheep ; O 
seek Thy servant. Redeem me, and be merciful 
unto me. Look upon mine aMction and my 
pain» and forgive all my sins. Who can under- 
stand his errors ? Cleanse Thou me from secret 
faults. Keep back Thy servant also from pre- 
sumptuous sins ; let them not have dominion over 
me : then shall I be upright, and I shall be inno- 
cent from the great transgression. (Psal. cxix. 
75. 176.; xxvL Ih; xxv. 18.; xix. 12, IS.) 

Have mercy upon me, O God, according to 
Thy loving kindness : according to the multitude 
of Thy tender mercies, blot out my trangressions. 
Wash me throughly from mine iniquity, and 
cleanse me from my sin : for I acknowledge my 
transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. 
Wash me, and 1 shall be whiter than snow. Make 
ne to hear joy and gladness, that the bones which 
tbpu. hast broken may rejoice. Hide Thy face 
from, my sins, and blot out all mine iniquities. 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a 
l*jght. spirit within me. Cast me not away front 
Thy preseiice, and take not thy Holy Spirit 
from me. (Psal. li. 1—3. 7 — 11.) 
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brsy the sins of the world, grant me fl 
peace. ■* 

O most merciful God, who dost so put a4 
the sins of those who truly repent, that Til 
rememberest them no more, impute not unto'i 
my former sins. For Thy Son Jesus Chril 
sake forgive me a1I that is past ; and strengdl 
Aie with Thy bleesed Spirit, tliat I may Si 
berealter serve and please Thee io newneM 
We. Grant that I may hoth perceive and k4 
Mint things I ought to do, end may have gi^ 
and power faithfully to fulfil the same. Lordj 
WI power and might 1 Of Thee only it eomti 
that I can render unto Thee true and lauctal 
service. Let Thy grace always direct and ^ 
Jtm me, that, my heart and all my mcmd| 
being mortified from all worldly and carnal Idl 
I'may in all things obey Thy blessed will; til 
tmly and faithfully serve Thee; and thus kee)4 
Thy commandments both in will and deed, 1^ 
finally obtain Tliy gracious promisesi aodtt 
made partaker of Thy heavenly kingiflj 
through Jesus Christ our Lord and Redeenl 
Amen. "t 



.... 3. T/ie Prnj/er of one convinced of StH, \ f 
^' O tnecctful God, who, by the sending of % 
86n into the world, hast brought to pasSf'tHi 

Where Htn abouniled, there grate abounded ma 

I 
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nme : .1, forlorn wretch, disquieted in miiid and 
afflicted in conscience, for fear of Thy judgments 
\»pQa mj sio, do with bended knees and tears 
vnfefgiiedy as a xnost humble supplicant, implore 
of thee some succour and relief. Open, O open 
the gates of Thy mercy to the greatness of my 
miseries* My spirit is sorrowful; my heart is 
heavy : to Thee I hold up my hands, to Thee I 
lift up my heart ; to Thee I pray, requiring of 
Xhee mercy. O Lord, what shall I desire of 
Thee, who deserve nothing at Thy hands ? What 
can I hope for, that am even heartless ? Lord I 
If Thou hast said, << Shall not My soul be 
aT.eiiged on such an one as this?" remember 
thy promise elsewhere, " I will have mercy on 
him that could find no mercy:" and let it light 
on me^ 

Q Lord, hear me speedily: if Thou do not, 
then I am out of hope. My conscience ac« 
cusetfa me ; my memory gives evidence against 
me, and my reason condemns me ; my spirit is 
weary of this bondage. I am deeply plunged in 
discomfort ; I have neither worth to appease Thy 
wrath, nor patience to endure Thine indignation. 
I pray Thee, therefore, send the comfort of Thy 
Holy Spirit into my heart, and strengthen my 
faith, that I be not swallowed up with overmuch 
heaviness.. O Lord I Let Thy majesty appear 
in .Thy mercy : forgive me my sins, the unhappy 
ground of all this woe, and I am recovered of all 
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mine inrrrinitiss. Try not the taw with me, leet 
1 come to judgment. Sanctify all those good 
means mito me, wherein I seek relief, oe prayer, 
conference, reading and hearing of Thy Holy 
Word. Moderate and mitigate my vexation i 
iBci'ease my laith ; establish my hope ; grant me 
patience, and keep me from despair. Take away 
this cup from me, if it be Thy will ; if not, Buffer 
me not to be tempted above my strength, 

O Lord, look upon me — 1 go mourning all the 
day long, and am like unto him that is at the 
pomt to die. O Lord, comfort me : Thou, that 
wilt not break a bruised reed, spare me. O 
Thou, that delightest not in the death of a einner^ 
revive me. Though my heart condemn me; yet, 
gracious Lord, Thou that art greater than my 
heart, acquit me ; relieve me, release me, and 
say unto my soul, " I am Thy salvation." 
Hearken, Lord, unto my prayer, and grant me 
my requests, for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen. 



4, A Prayer for Contrition. 
O Holy Lord ! who art a merciful embracer of 
true penitents, but yet a consuming lire towardl 
obstinate sinners, how shall I approach Thee, 
who have so many provoking sins to inflame Thy 
wrath, and so little sincere repentance to incline 
Thy mercy ! O be TWovv iji\e»Sie4 Vs vA«a. «tHl 
melt Hhia hard obdurate Vieavt, o? waws, ft«!s\ 
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may heartily bewail the iniquities of my life. 
Strike this rock, O Lord, that the waters may 
flow out, even floods of tears to wash my pol- 
luted conscience. My soul hath too long slept 
securely in sin : Lord awake it, though it be with 
thundery and let me rather feel Tliy terrors, than 
not feel my sin. Thou didst send Thy blessed 
Son to heal the broken-hearted ; but. Lord, wliat 
will that avail me, if my heart be whole ? O 
break it, that it may be capable of this healing 
virtue; and grant, I beseech thee, that having 
once tasted the bitterness of sin, I may flee from 
it as from the face of a serpent, and bring forth 
fruits of repentance in amendment of life, to the 
praise and glory of Thy grace, in Jesus Christ 
our Blessed Redeemer. Amen. 



5. Promises of Pardon to tlie Penitent. 

The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to 
anger, and of great mercy. He will not always 
chide, neither will he keep kis anger for ever. 
He wUl have compassion upon us : he will sub- 
due our iniquities ; and Thou wilt cast all our sins 
into the depths of the sea. For God has recon- 
cQod. the world unto himself by Jesus Christ, 
not: imputing their trespasses unto them : for he 
hath made him [to be a] sin [offering] for u8> 
who. knew no sin, that we might be made the 

K 2 
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righteousness of God in hira. (Psol. ciii. B, 9. 
MicahTii. 19. 2Cor. v. 19. 21.) 

If we Bay ttat -we have no sin we deceive 
ourselves, and the truth is not in tu : but if we 
confess our sins, Uod Is faithful and just to for- 
give UB our sins, and to cleanse us from all un- 
rigliteousnesB. Be it known unto you therefore, 
brethren, tliat through Christ is preached unto 
you the forgiveness of sins. Behold the Lamb 
of God that taketh away the sin of the world: 
be shall save his people from their sina. Surely 
he hath borne our griefs and carried our sor< 
rows ; yet did we esteem him stricken, smitten 
of (rod, and afflicted. But he was wounded for 
our tran^essions ; he was bruised for our in- 
iquities : the chastisement of our peace was u[>on 
him, and with bis stripes we are healed. All 
we like sheep have gone astray : we have turned 
every one to his own way, and the Lord bath 
laid oil him the iniquity of us ali. (1 John i. 8, 9- 
AoEBxiii. S8. John i. 29. Matt. i. 21. 1 SB. lit!. 

. If any man sin, we have an advocate with the 
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. And he iil 
tbe propitiation for our sins, and not for oura 
only, but also for the sins of the whole world ; in 
Whom we have redemption through his bloody 
the forgiveness of sins, according to the ricbea 
of Ilia grace. And you that wetu »Qnve\.v(ftB9 
itlivaatiid, aad cnemiL's in youv nVmA \^v '"'^'^^ 
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works, jet now hath he reconciled, in the body 
of his flesh through death, to present you holy 
and unblameable and unreproveabie in his Fight : 
if ye continue in the fiuth grounded and settled, 
and be not moved away irom the hope of tlic 
Gospel which ye have heard* This is a faithful 
sayhigv and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sinners. In 
this was manifested the love of God towards us, 
because that God sent his only begotten Son into 
the world, that we might live through him. 
Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that 
God loved us, and sent his Son to be the propiti- 
ation for our sins. If we walk in the light as He 
is in the light, we have fellowship one with 
another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son 
cleanseth us from all sin. (1 John ii. 1 , ^, Eph. i. 7. 
Col. i. 21—23. 1 Tim. i. 15. 1 John iv. 9, 10. 
L7.) 

For when we were yet without strength, Christ 
died for the ungodly. For scarcely for a right- 
eous man will one die: yet peradvcnture for a 
good man some would even dare to die. But 
God commendeth his love towards us, in that 
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us : 
much more then, being now justified by his blood, 
we shall be saved from wrath through him. For 
if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to 
God bjr the death of his Son, tci>\Av Tx\Qt^\vvi\s\'^ 
reconciled, we shall be saved by \u^\A^i. 'Wtfst'ii 

K 3 
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is therefore now no condemnation to them wliidi 
are m Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesil 
but after the spirit. (Rom, v. 6 — 10. i viii. 1-)' 

If Thou, Lord, shouldest murk our iniquities^ 
Lord who shall stand? But there ia forgive- 
ness with Thee, that Tliou niayest be feared. 
(Psal. CXKX. 3. *.) 

For thus saith the Lord: 

If my people, which are called by my name, 
shall humble themseiveB, and pray, and shall seek 
my lace, and turn from their wicked ways; 
then will I hear from heaven and will forgive 
their sin. When the wicked man turoeth away 
from his wickedness, that he hath committedi 
and doeth that wliich is lawful and right, he sliall 
save his soul alive. Because he considereth, and 
turneth away from his transgressions that he 
hath committed, he shall surely live, he shall sot 
die. Repent therefore and turn yourselveB from 
all your eins, so iniquity shall not be your ruin. 
Comfort ye, comfort ye, my people, saith your 
God. Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and 
cry unto her that lier warfare is accomjdish^ 
that her iniquity ia pardoned. Return, ye baiA^ 
sliding children: and I will heal your bade- 
slidingg. I, even 1, am he that blotteth out thy 
trsn^essions for mine own sake, and will not 
rnnembcr thy sins. I have blotted out as a thit^ 
cloud thy transgressions, and as a cloud tlrf bim^ 
return unto me, for I lia\'c redeemed thct- ' Goaitf 
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noHr, and let us reason together, saitli the Lord : 
though jour sins be as scarlet, they shall be us 
white as snow ; though they be red like crimson, 
they shall be as wool. As I live, saitli the Lonu 
God, I have no pleasure in the death of tlie 
wicked ; but that the wicked turn from his way 
and live. Turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways, 
for why will ye die ? (2 Chron. viL 14. Isa. xl. 
1, 2. Jer. liL 22. Isa. xliii.25.; xliv. 22. ; i. 18. 
Eaek. xvUi. 27, 28. Sa; xxxiu. 11.) 

Verily [says Jesus Christ] — Verily I say 
unto you, all sin shall be forgiven to the sons of 
men, and blasphemies wherewith soever tliey 
blaspheme. (Mark iii. 28.) 

Unto him that loved us, and washed us from 
our sins in his own blood, and hath made us Kings 
and Priests unto God even his Father; To llini 
be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 
(Rev- i. 6, 7.) 



6. A Prayer for the Pardon of Sins, 

O Holy and most merciful Father, spare me. 
Thy poor sinful but repenting creature. Spare 
me, good Lord, spare me ; and let me not perish 
in my sins, but through Thine infinite mercies 
find pardon of the same. I am a sinful person, 
O LoBD, but Thou, O blessed Jesu, art tlie 
Saviour of sinners ; and Thou didst come into 
the world to call sinners to repentance. Lord \ 
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I come at Ilij call ; caat me dm and my repeni- 

imce awtiy. 

I have gone astray, and am very defective in 
my return to Thee. But Thou, gracioui Loiti>, 
ItHOwest our frame, and considerest whereof •? 
are made. O be not extreme to mark miD^ 
offences ; hut for Christ's Bake Mot out all Wine 
iniquities. 

And now that I have found the way to Thy 
fear, let me find the comforts of Thy merey. 
My spirit is broken and trembleth at Tliy trorda ; 

Lord revive it, !t is heavy laden and wearied 
with my sins : O my God, give it ease from the 
same. Pity me, O Father I as a father pitieth 
his own children. Receive me as the offending 
Father received the returning prodigal. Though 

1 «ww lost, yet NOW by the blessing of Thy graoe 
I am found again. O welcome Thy lost sheep 
when it returns home; and let there be jt^in 
heaven on the repentance of me a lost einner. 

O let the blood of Jesus cleanse me from aU 
my sina. Let his intercesBion for me in Tliy 
preeenee make my peace, and appease Thy wralh. 
Shut not thine cars against the voice of tifs 
blood, nor be deaf to his mediation; but hear 
niM my advocate, for my pardon. And let me 
find the forgiveneES of all my sins, thatj Thy 
troubled and trembling servant may have peacai 
j»»M/fAa(7?ioumaycatbeBougVitunta,B 
am/ served by sinners, wlio -wVU tc^ik* 



Tlieeiti hopes of Tliy grace and partloiihig mercy, 
through Jesus Christ, our LortI, and only Saviour.- 

7. A Prayer, t/ial wc may not relapse into Sin. 

O Gracious God, the only stay and comfort of 
my soul 1 seeing it is Thy will that in all things 
I should sincerely serve Thee, and 1 through Tliy 

I grace desire nothing more than to do tlie same: 
—How is it, O my lA>rd, that I still offend Thee ? 

' Of why do I fall so ofWn into my former follies ? 

Alas! Tliy grace is not wanting to ine; but 

vay ungraciousness, and the corruption of my 

qature, my slipperiness und easiness to offend ; 

, wy inconstancy in my best resolutions, and my 
^getfuhiess of my former purposes, are thu 

' cause of my declensions. And for this 1 once 
Bore humble my soul before Thee ; beseeching 

' Thee to lay aside Thy rigour, oad not to multiply 

I Thine anger according to the measure that I havo 
multiplied my sins, but ratlier to remember 
whereof I am made ; that I am as a flower, a 
wind, a vapour that passcth away : nay 1 am 
viler than all this, — even weak and sinful dust 

I And yet Thou hast visited and considered me 
in this my wretched condition. O then shew 
' Ti^ strength in my weakness. Thy gkrrij in wx'^ 
Jatiirm'niesi iticrcase in me daWy T\v^ iwik^w^ 



106 DEVOJIOMS.jrOR' y^BB 

grace, ,Qnci.'Strenglh«a=^ m^ «g^3niil ilHHjiS^ 
temptationB ; fctuit I dnay DenrertftUnititiidejlls 
like a htekm bow ; but tnay go oitfiNiln JMl 
graoe> tlio^gh H hemAtk^wmBkiBsA-tiiMit 
steps till i appear before the;.Giid:?of(9Ddff 
Sion : tbrough Jegut C^irisl mgr oidjr Loech i 
iSavioun . Amto* ■ - ' '^ "^-' a^m*-, "*^\\ 

H. Obtervoikmi.m itoiVii^mV^ J^fkWJ 

To be gttilQF of Mm ofl^M^ttcai^^ii^^^ 
is inaoparibld : ^om tll^ fiwlq^^'>»iir {iVli^ 
•tatei ' <t]^lre tejr that W h*t«i Htf'ifi^Mlii 
ceive owselvcil, and th« ti1i^4i^lMI^ totiKft J^ul 
t^gb ovaty fiiidt, m • i^l^iW i^ «MfA|i| 
of Tie«r, is ddubtletis a i^ Bid^f<k^wiA^^^ 
•btam'pardon <mly by fiiiic6re>t«p«MMtfM liMi 
God, and by Mth in tke Loird J«|Ui.4}l|lii|b^] 
thi« is BOt th«i ttin ef a !iiitAPCitf'til|tt».M>i^ 
perverse and d^banM Tbp^tiiAo^ii£.4S^ 
transgesBtomir^ Uk the fictfiiiisl ord^: M^rM)^ 
we famr thatthe side ttab, itho jreliys( dif m (| 
badkr fhfttt A $taie of e^bqpiuslhra 'i^iw^^ 
severe disease, ifir on ihii TeQrvolkMMI^^ 
condition, pecidiarly hazardous i^ mtdhhiMM 
therefi^nexiati rettbnattjr' to .teteitoiiie)fcf<tf« 
i^ recoKery^ r'^Jn like fesaimer, «t Uie iii«ffol(iNtd|i|| 
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iraposeible) Still more precarious, the mind be- 
comes darkened and bewildered ; the lienrt 
^dually becomes hardened; and will'ul liard- 
ae%M of heart terminates either in impious impe- 
nitence or ill despair. 

No one, who lias once " tasted of the good word 
of life," suddenly relapses into the acts or the 
liabit of wilful sin. Most commonly it is pre- 
ceded by spiritual languor. The once happy and 
hun[ible Christian ceases to « grow in grace." 
The retired duties of the closet — reading and 
meditation on the Word of God, and private 
prayer — are performed in a cold and lieartlcss 
manner. Domestic devotion is performed In a 
languid and perfunctory manner; and the duty 
of public worship is no longer attended with the 
requisite temper of mind and singleness of heart. 
Sren at the table of the Loan, if the individaal 
StiU continue there a constrained and formal 
attendance after a preparation necessarily inade- 
(fuate, he will attend with decreasing disadvan- 
tage, until at length he deserts it altogether. He 
then falls with accelerated speed ; and his etrug- 
glWi if any are made, will daily become more 
feeble and more ineffectual. With declining love 
to God and his Son, the love of our brethren of 
mankind, especially those of the household of 
faith, will proportionally decline. Tlie society 
and coiwersation of religious ftvewAt "«\\i \ife 
iiegleeeed. ^ftachmentB to amtvi "^eo-WW^ w 
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tlie inordinate love of the world will supervene, 
and with them their peculiar temptations; in 
some cases to the detriment of our morals, and 
in all to the injury of our innocence and peace. 
Nor h it impossible that he who thus walks in the 
counsel of the ungodly, finally sha down in the 
seat of the scorner; and, biassed by prejudices 
which he has unjustly imbibed against the ways 
of godliness, accounts his previous piety to be 
ridiculous enthusiasm, and his past strictness of 
moral conduct to be unnecessary austerity. ITiis 
is indeed a dreadful symptom, because it inter- 
cepts the application of the only remedy which 
can effectually resist its virulence. It is like the 
lethargy which precedes apoplexy and death. 

Such, however, is the gracious mercy of the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, that he 
does not at once abandon the backslider in heart 
to be filled with his own ways. " He stands at 
the door," and knocks, by the warnings and sdnio* 
nitions of conscience, by his chastisements, by 
tiis mercies ; and to all who open the door of their 
hearts to him by true repentance and by lively 
faith, he will return in a way of mercy ; he will 
pardon their sins ; he will create in them new 
hearts, and will renew a right spirit within them. 

Should these humble pages fall into the hasdi 
of any one who is conscious of spiritual languor, 
the writer would entreat him to receive with can- 
dour and sincerity the following suggestions : — 
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.1. Jhxmtine kaw affairs Miand between God and 
your mml; whether they are as you would wish 
ikem tohe^ if you were tattering on the verge of 
ettT!iMty» 

. One serious thought of eternity will shame a 
thousand vain excuses^ with which wc are always 
so much inclined to impose upon ourselves. 
Under these secret misgivings, do not seek to 
palliate the matter ; or endeavour vainly to dis- 
guise what your conscience must certainly 
condemn. 

2k Pour out your heart before the Almighty ^ and 
solicit the renewed influences of His Holy Spirit, 

Do it IMMEDIATSLY. Proceed not another step 
in the path of danger, in which you are now 
treading. Escape for your life. Lie not down 
Ihia night to repose with the sense of unpardoned 
itransgreasion, lest the sword of divine justice 
amite you hefore the morning. Do it solemnly. 
Withdraw to your closet for serious reflection: 
hearken patiently to the remonstrances of con- 
adencey however severe ; and consider the aggra- 
stations of your offence in having done this great 
irickedness, and sinned against God. Think how 
justly He might cast you off, for ever, from his 
pjresence ; and how righteously He might inflict 
fJiiA;Jieiiirie6t vengeance upon you. Then turn 
jrour ef^ to your Saviour. Look upon Him whom 
fDU ;hBve pierced, and mourn. The God, — whose 
favours you have slighted, whose statutes you 

L 
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have violated, whose promises you have spurned, 
whose threatenings you have defied, — is never- 
theless a merciful God. But remember the 
method of reconciliation which He has appointed. 
You must come to him at present, as at first you 
came, in the name and through the intercession 
of the Redeemer. Upon that all-powerful sup- 
port you must rest your hopes of pairdon and 
acceptance. Through Him you must renew your 
application for divine grace*: by his blood alone 
can your soul be purified afresh ; and your 
recently contracted guilt a second time removed. 
He will delight to raise you up when prostrate at 
his feet; to enable you to sanction again that 
broken covenant, which His Father might have 
avenged by terrible things in righteousness ; and 
to inspire you with a fuller conviction of your 
natural weakness ; and a more entire dependence 
upon the Holy Spirit for your future security. 

3. JRestcmCy with increased strictness, your Jiabits 
of private prayer and self-examination. 

Read the Scriptures, especially the more spi- 
ritual parts, with increased diligence. Labour to 
feel in the perusal, what you have reason to 
believe the sacred writers felt in the composition 
of them; and receive with all simplicity and 
meekness their divinely inspired instructions. 

3. Further, if your fall has given scandal to 
others, confess your guilt before diem with ail 
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franknets and kumiUiffy and intreat their for- 
gioeness. 

Reseat not, nor shrink from, the rigour of 
faithful admonition, though it may he excessive : 
to be censured and condemned by men, will ap- 
pear but a very small thing to one, who is tho- 
roughly humbled under a sense of having ofFciuled 
his Maker. Recollect, that your principal concern 
is with Him, to whose piercing eye every object 
is most entirely exposed. " Yea, the darkness 
hideth not from him; but the night shineth as 
the day." Prostrate yourself, then, at His foot- 
stool ; and seek anxiously, through the merits of 
the great Mediator, a renewal of his favour. 

4. Se^ and ctdtivate the society of those whose 
progress is attested by the superior piety of their 
UveSm 

Labour to obtain their temper, sentiments, and 
conduct: and, as a means to this end, employ 
your leisure in studying practical works of devo- 
tion, in which you can taste the genuine fruits of 
Christianity. 

5. Seize the first opportunity of attending the 
Lord's Table ; and spare neither time nor pains in 
preparmg for it. 

There, while you partake of the memorials of 
your Redeemer's death, and of the innumerable 
benefits which he hath obtained to us by his pre- 
cious blood-shedding, renew your covenant en- 
gagement with God. Surrender your soul into 

L 1 
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the hands of His Son ; and resolve, more strenu- 
ously than ever to live unto Him who died for 
you. Watch over your heart, that the good 
impressions you then feel may continue ; and 
rest not, until you have recovered or advanced 
beyond the ground you have lost. 

6. Finally, for the sake offuJtwrt caution hear t» 
mind yawr grievous folly even after U is forgiven. 

Weep over it in your hours of retirement ; uttd 
view, with humiliation as well as gratitude, the 
scar — when the wound is healed : for God esta* 
blishes his covenant, not to obliterfite the sense 
of past abomination, but that << thou mayest 
remember, and be confounded, and never open 
thy mouth any more because of thy shame, evea 
when I am pacified towards thee for all that 
thou hast done, saith the Lord God." (Ezek. 
xvi. 63.) * 



9. A Prayer after a Belapse into Sin, 

O Almighty God and Merciful Father, who 
liast compassion upon all men and hatest nothing 
that Thou hast made, who wouldest not the deatlu 

* The preceding considerations are chiefly abridge^, 

from the twenty-second and twenty-third chapters of Di:. 

Doddridge^s '* Rise arid Progress of Religion in the Soul,** 

at the close of which are suitable prayers for one whose 

p/etyr has declined, and who has a\so TeVwp«»dL VcAa ^'^ksel' 
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of a sinner, but that he should rather turn from 
his sin and be saved : Mercifully forgive me my 
trespasses; receive and comfort me, who am 
grieved and wearied with the burden of my sins. 
Thy property is always to have mercy ; to Thee 
only it appertaineth to forgive sins. Spare me 
therefore, O Good Lord, spare me whom Thou 
hast redeemed ; enter not into judgment with thy 
servant, who am vile earth and a miserable sin- 
ner: but so turn Thine anger from me, who 
meekly acknowledge my vileness, and truly repent 
me of my faults, and so make haste to help me in 
this world, that I may ever live with Thee in the 
world to come, through Jesus Christ my Lord. 
Amen. 



10. Another Prayer cm the same Occasion, 

Lord God Almighty, just and true, thou only 
Sovereign of the world, on whom is all my depend- 
ence, and from whom is all my hope and expect- 
ation ; I am ashamed and blush tp appear before 
Thee, seeing I have so highly offended Thy 
Divine Majesty. I know not how to lift up mine 
eyes unto heaven ; but am forced to smite upon 
my breast, and call upon Thee to have mercy 
upon me a sinner. 

1 HAVE sinned against Thee from time to time, 
and have aggravated my sins with many heinous 
and dreadful circumstances : atvd Xkw^ W's^'s. 

I. 3 
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resolved, and promised, and vowed amendment, 
yet have I again broken my faith, relapsed into 
my former guilt, and have thereby cut off myseH 
from all right to Thy promises. 

And what can I now plead for myself? Froni 
the bar of Thy justice I flee to the throne of Th) 
mercy ; beseeching Thee to be favourable untc 
me, because Thou delightest in mercy. O let dk 
not be miserable ; though I have taken the readj 
road to misery, have perverted my ways, anc 
have run upon destruction with my eyes open. ] 
acknowledge with shame and sorrow that I havt 
sinned against Thee, when I knew myself to be ii 
Thy presence, and when I was fully convince< 
how evil and bitter a thing sin is. My conscieno 
accuses me ; my heart condemns me ; and Thou 
who art -greater than my heart and knowest al 
things, mayest justly stop Thine ears, when I or 
unto Thee in the anguish of my soul. Father I 
have sinned against heaven and before Thee, ani 
am no more worthy to be called Thy son. I hav 
sinned against the light of Thy Gospel, and thin 
infinite love to me ; against the terrors of Th; 
threatenings, the drawings of Thy mercy, th 
rebukes of Thy Spirit, the checks of my own con 
science, and my most solemn vows, and engage 
ments. 

Yet is not my sin too great for Thee to pordoi 

or remove from Thee, that 1 may iie^ct xawt 

repeat It. If Thou wilt, Thou caxvst m^iVe m^HiVtf 
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again. The more my wickedness has abounded, 
the more therefore let Thy grace and mercy 
abound. Absolve me from the guilt, deliver me 
from the power, cleanse me from pollution, save 
me from the punishment of this and all my other 
ofiehces: reconcile me to Thyself here, and 
dtywn me with immortal glory hereafrer, through 
Jesus Christ Thy Son, our only Mediator and 
Advocate. Amen. 



II. A Prayer for Pecuie of Mind, and Comfort 
in the Enjoyment of it* 

O Gracious Father, let me have Thy peace, 

and comfort my trembling and broken heart with 

the hopes thereof. Cause me to hear the voice 

.'0f. joy and gladness; and revive me with the 

: assurance of Thy love. O that I may be able, 

■' from mine own experience, to speak great things 

of Thy readiness to receive and comfort return- 

.. ing sinners; and thereby draw back others to 

; Thy service, who are still running astray. O 

.. tkhat, by seeing Thy goodness towards me, every 

j<me that is godly may seek to Thee in their dis- 

,^r^s, and find^mercy as I have done. 

But, Lord, having found Thy mercy to poor 
:: jSini^ers, let me not abuse it, or presume upon it. 
'; X*t me not presume to repeat iia^ %vck&^\i<^^'^vN^^^ 
;i!Sht(m 9xt ready to grant &t^^>^^^- ^Nnk" 
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Thou hast spoken comfortably to me, make me 
careful to sin no more lest a w^orse thing come 
upon me ; but to continue in all holy obedience 
unto Thee, and never more return to folly. Let the 
sense of Thy mercies, O my God, serve no other 
use in me, but to support me in thy fear, iintil I 
come at length to enjoy Thy favour through 
Jesus Christ my Lord. Amen. 



SECTION IL 

DEVOTIONS ADAPTED TO CIRCUMSTANCES OF SPIRITUAL 

DISTRESS. 

I am FEEBLE and sore broken. — Fsal. xxxviii. 8. 

I. Complaint and Prayers of a Sotd that feels 

its Weakness, 

1. Complaint of a Soul that feels its Weakness, 

What is my strength, that I should hope? 
And what is mine end, that I should prolong my 
life ? Though I speak, my grief is not assuaged ; 
«nd though I forbear, what am I eased? But 
now he hath made me weary. Be not far from 
me, for trouble is near ; for there is none to help 
me. My life is spent with grief, and my years 
frM sighing. My strength failelVv becaw^e of 
^/he iniquity, and my bones are coiv^vrave^. 
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tiesur me speedily, O Lord, my spirit faileth. I 
am' poured out like water, and all my bones are 
oiit of joint. My heart is like wax : it is melted 
in the midst of my bowels. My strength is dried 
up like a pot-sherd. I am feeble and sore broken : 
I have roared by the disquietness of my heart. 
Lord, all my desire is before Thee. My heart 
panteth, my strength faileth me : as for the light 
of mine eyes, it is also gone from me. (Job vi. 1 1 . ; 
xvi. 6, 7. Psal. xxxi. lOi ; cxlili. 7. ; xxii. 14, 15 ; 
xxxviiL 8 — 10.) 



2. A Prater fin the Langtioge of the Holy Scrips 
tures) for one who is conscious of his Weakness, 

In Thee, O Lord, do I put my trust, let me 
nerer be ashamed : deliver me in Thy righteous- 
ness. Bow down Thine ear to me, deliver me 
speedily: be Thou my strong rock for an house 
of defence to save me. For Thou art my rock 
and my fortress: therefore for Thy name's sake, 
lead me and guide me : .... for Thou art my 
strength. Hear me, O Lord, have mercy upon 
me: Lord, be Thou my Helper. Make haste 
to Ibielp nae, O Lord, my salvation. O spare me 
thit I may recover strength before I go hence, 
and be no more. Hear me speedily^ O Lord ; 
my spirit faileth : hide not TVvy ^^ce ^xwcv \s^^^ 
lest' tbe like unto them that go ^ci^^\ vcv'^^ '^'^^ 
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pit. Cause me to hear Thy loving kindness ift tfie 
morning; for in Thee do I trust: cause me to 
know the way wherein I should walk, for I lift 
up my soul unto Thee. Mine eyes are unto 
Thee, O God the Lord : in Thee is my trust, 
leave not my soul destitute. Cast me not off in 
the time of old age : forsake me not when my 
strength faileth. My soul melteth for heaviness : 
strengthen Thou me, according to Thy word 
Hold up my goings in Thy paths, that my foot- 
steps slip not. Remember me, O Lord, with 
the favour that Thou bearest unto Thy people : 
O visit me with Thy salvation, that I may see 
the good of Thy chosen ; that I may rejoice in 
the gladness of Thy nation ; that I may glory 
with Thine inheritance. (Psal. xxxi. 1 — 4?. ; xxx. 
10.; XXXV iii. 22.; xxxix. 13.; cxliii. 7, 8.; cxli. 
8. ; Ixxi, 9. ; cxix. 28. ; xvii. 4?. : cvi. 4, 5.) 



2. Another Prayer^ on the same Occasion^ from 

the Liturgy, 

O Lord, who seest that I have no power, of 
myself, to help myself, raise up Thy great power, 
I beseech Thee, and with great might succour 
me. And as Thou knowest me to be set in the 
rr^\Aa¥ Qf gQ many and great dangers, that by 
^ the frailty of our nature, I cannot alway 
%bt, grant to me such strength, as may 
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support me in all dangers, and carry me through 
all temptations. Thou, O God, art the protector 
of all that trust in Thee, and without Thee no- 
thing is strong, nothing is holy* Increase and 
multiply upon me Thy mercy, that, Thou being 
my ruler and guide, I may so pass through things 
temporal, that finally I lose not the things eternal. 
Grant this, O heavenly Father, for Jesus Christ^s 
sake* Amen. 



8. Promises of Strength, and Support, 

The salvation of the righteous is of the Lord : 
he is their strength in the time of trouble. Be 
of good courage, and he shall strengthen your 
heart, all ye that hope in the Lord. [The 
righteous] shall not be moved for ever. ... He 
shall not be afraid of evil tidings; his heart is 
fixed, trusting in the Lord. His heart is esta- 
blished ; he shall not be afraid. The Lord will 
give strength unto his people; the Lord will 
bless his people with peace. He giveth power 
to the faint : and unto them that have no might, 

he increaseth strength They that wait upon 

the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall 
mount up with wings as eagles ; they shall run 
and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint. 
The Lord is their strength. He satisfieth the 
longing spul; and filleth the hungry soul with 
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goodness. He shall deliver the needy when he 
crieth; the poor also, and him that hath n< 
helper. He will keep the feet of his saints. Th< 
Lord upholdeth all that fall, and raiseth up al 
those that be bowed down. Though he fally b 
shall not be utterly cast down: for the LoRi 
upholdeth him with his hand. (Psa].xxxviL39. 
xxxi. 24*. ; cxii. 6, 7. ; xxxi. 11. Isa. xl. 29. 31 • 
xxviii. 8. ; cvii. 9. ; Ixxii. 12. 1 Sam. ii. 9L Psal 
cxlv. 1 4. ; xxxvii. 24.) 

God is faithful, who will not suffer you to bi 
tempted above that ye are able ; but will witl 
the temptation also make a way to escape, tha 
ye may be able to bear it. Who will also con 
firm you unto the end, that ye may be blameles 
in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God i 
faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fel 
lowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Like 
wise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities, fo 
we know not what we should pray for as w 
ought : but the Spirit itself maketh intercessioi 
for us with groanings which cannot be uttered 
And when ye shall see this your heart shall rejoice 
.... and the hand of the Lord shall be knowi 
towards his servants. The Lord is faithful, wh 
shall stablish you and keep you from evil. (1 Coi 
X. 13.;i. 8,9. Rom.viii. 26. Isa.xlvi.14. SThesi 
iii. 3.) 

IT not, for I am with thee i \>e not ^\%.m«5^ 
m thy God. I will stTewgt\veii V\ve^^ l 
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I will help thee, I will uphold thee with the right 
hand of my righteousness. For I, the Lord thy 
God, will hold thy right hand, saying unto thee, 
Fear not ; I will help thee, saith the Loud, and 
thy Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel. My 
grace is sufficient for thee; for my strength is 
made perfect in weakness. I will seek that whicli 
was lost, and bring again that which was driven 
away, and will bind up that which was broken, 
and will strengthen that which was sick. (Isa. 
xlL 10. 13, 14. 2 Cor. xii. 9. Ezek. xxxiv. 16.) 



11. Complaint and Prefers of an afflicted Soul, 

1. Complaint of a deeply afflicted SouL 

How long wilt Thou forget me, O Lord ? For 
ever ? How long wilt Thou hide Thy face from 
me ? My God ! My God ! why hast Thou for- 
saken me ? Thy wrath lieth hard upon me. My 
spirit is overwhelmed within me ; my heart within 
me is desolate. My soul also is sore vexed : but 
Thou, O Lord, how long ? Hear my prayer, O 
Lord, and give ear unto my cry. O spare me 
that I may recover strength, before I go hence 
and be no more. (Psal. xiii. 1. ; xxii. 1. ; Ixxxviii. 
7.; cxliii. 4.; xxxix. 13.) 

O that I were as in months ^ast, as Iw tl\s. 

days when God preserved me ; . . . . vq\v^\N. "^^'^ 

0ecret of God was upon my idoetwocOv^. ^ ^xv^ 

M 
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God, I cry in the day-time but thou hearest not ; 
and in the night season, and am not silent. I 
watch, and am as a sparrow alone upon the 
house-top. My bones are pierced in me in the 
night season, and my sinews take no rest. Thou 
boldest mine eyes waking ; I am so troubled that 
I cannot speak. As a servant earnestly desireth 
the shadow, and as an hireling looketh for the 
reward of his work, so am I made to possess 
months of vanity, and wearisome nights are ap- 
pointed unto me. When I lie down, I say, " When 
shall I arise, and the night be gone ?" And I am 
full of tossing to and fro, unto the dawning of the 
day. When I say, " My bed shall comfort me, 
my couch shall ease my complaint ;" then Thou 
scarest me with dreams, and temptest me 
through visions. My soul is weary of my life, I 
will speak in the bitterness of my soul. O that 
I might have my request, and that God would 
grant me the thing that I long for. O that Thou 
wouldest hide me in the grave I that Thou 
wouldest keep me in secret, until Thy wrath be 
past ; that Thou wouldest appoint me a set time 
and remember me. (Job xxix. 2. 4. Psal. ipciL 
2. ; cii. ?• Job xxx. 17. Psal. Ixxvii. 4. Job 
vii. 2 — 4. ; xiii. 14. ; x. 1. ; vi. 8. ; xiv. 1 3.) 
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2. PrayerSy in the Lorngvage of Scripture, for 
Persons ^nder Spiritual Distress. 

(1.) O Lord I hear, when I cry with my 
voice: have mercy also upon me, and answer me. 
Hide not Thy face from me; put not Thy servant 
away in anger. Thou hast been my help ; leave 
me not, neither forsake me, OGod of my salvation. 
Cast me not away from Thy presence. Take not 
Thy Holy Spirit from me. Return, O Lord ! 
How long ? And let it repent Thee concerning 
Thy servants. Return, O God of Hosts ; look 
down from heaven, and behold and visit this vine, 
and the vineyard which Thy right hand hath 
planted. (Psal. xxvii. 7- 9.; li. 11.; xc. 13.; 
Ixxx. 15, 16.) 

Why standest Thou afar off, O God ? Why 
hidest Thou Thyself in times of trouble. Arise, 
O Lord I O God lift up Thine hand ; forget not 
the afflicted. Turn us again, O Lord God of 
Hosts : cause Thy face to shine, and we shall be 
saved. Awake I Why sleepest Thou, O Lord I 
Arise ; cast us not off for ever. Turn us, O God 
of our salvation, and cause Thine anger towards 
us to cease. Wilt Thou be angry with us for 
ever ? Wilt Thou draw out thine anger to all 
generations? Wilt Thou not revive us again, 
that Thy people may rejoice in Thee ? Shew us 
Thy mercy, O Lord, and grant us Thy salvation. 
There be many that say, who will shew us any 

M 2 
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good: Lord, lift Thou up the hght of Thy 
countenance upon us. (Psal. x. 1. 12.; Ixxx. 20.; 
xliv. 23. ; Ixxxv. 4? — 7. ; iv. 6.) 



(2.) Hear me, O Lord : for Thy lovmg-kind- 
ness is good : turn unto me according to the 
multitude of Thy tender mercies, and hide not 
Thy face from thy servant ; for I am in trouble. 
Hear me speedily ; draw nigh to my soul, and 
redeem it : deliver me because of mine enemies. 
(Psal. Ixix. 16—18.) 

Consider "and hear me, O Lord my God ; 
lighten mine eyes lest I sleep the sleep of death. 
My soul is sore vexed : but JThou, O Lord, how 
long? Return, O Lord; deliver my soul : O save 
me for Thy mercies* sake. Make Thy face to 
shine upon Thy servant. Look upon me and be 
merciful unto me, as Thou usest to do unto those 
that love Thy name. (Psal. xiii. 4. ; vi. 3,4.; 
XXXI. 16.; cxix. 132.) 



(3.) O Lord, correct me but with judgment; 
not in Thine anger, lest thou bring me to 
nothing. Be not far from me, for trouble is 
near : for there is none to help. O my Strength I 
Haste Thee to help me. Turn Thee unto me, 
and have mercy upon me : for I am desdate and 
cted. Make Thy face to shine upon 'TtTiy 
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servant, and teach me Thy statutes. Forsake me 
not, O Lord : O my God, be not far from me. 
Make haste to help me, O Lord my salvation. 
O God, in the multitude of Thy mercy, hear me 
in the truth of Thy salvation. Strengthen me, 
help me ; uphold me with the right hand of Thy 
righteousness; that my heart* may be established 
unblameable in righteousness before Thee, at 
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all 
his saints. Amen. (Psal. xxv. 16.; cxix. 35.; 
xxxviii. 21, 22.; Ixix. 13. Isa. xli. 10. 1 Thess. 
iii. 13.) 



(4.) Hear my cry, O God I Attend unto my 
prayer. From the end of the earth will I cry 
unto Thee, when my heart is overwhelmed : lead 
me to the r^ck that is higher than I. O Lord I 
rebuke me not in Thine anger ; neither chasten 
me in Thy hot displeasure. Have mercy upon 
me, O Lord, for I am weak. O Lord heal me, 
for my bones are vexed: my soul is also sore 
vexed. Withhold not Thy tender mercies from 
me, O Lord : let thy loving-kindness and Thy 
truth continually preserve me. Let Thy mercies 
also come unto me, O Lord ; even Thy salva- 
tion, according to Thy word. Let, I pray Thee, 
Thy merciful kindness be for my comfort, ac- 
cording to thy word unto Thy servant. Amen. 
(PsaL JxL 1.2.; vi. 1,2.; x\. \\,\ c^v?.- ^\A^>i 

M S 
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3. Other Prayers for Persons under Spiritual 

Distress, 

(1.) From the Liturgy. 

O Blessed Lord, the Father of all mercies, 
and the God of all comforts, I beseech Thee, 
look down in pity and compassion upon me thy 
afflicted servant Thou writest bitter things 
against me, and makest me to possess my former 
iniquities; Thy wrath lieth hard upon me, and 
my soul is full of trouble. But, O merciful God, 
who hast written Thy holy word for our learning, 
that we through patience and comfort of Thy 
Holy Scriptures might have hope: Give me a 
right understanding of myself, and of Thy threats 
and promises, that I may neither cast away my 
confidence in Thee, nor place it any where 
but in Thee. Give me strength against all my 
temptation, and heal all my distempers. Bredc 
not the bruised reed, nor quench the smoking 
flax. Shut not up Thy tender mercies in dis-* 
pleasure ; but make me to hear of joy and glad- 
ness, that the bones which thou hast broken may 
rejoice. Deliver me from fear of the enemy, 
and lift up the light of Thy countenance upon 
me ; and give me peace through the merits and 
mediation of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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(2.) Another Prayer on the same Occasion, 

O my dear God and most merciful Father, who 
hast not only directed but encouraged me in all 
my troubles to call upon Thee : Hear, I beseech 
Thee> the complaints that I now make, and the 
prayers which I pour forth in the anguish and 
bitterness of my spirit ; for Thou hast shown me 
heavy thmgs, O God, and in the midst of all my 
prosperity, hast been pleased to mingle a bitter 
cup for me. 

What the troubles of my heart are, how heavy 
they lie upon me, how deeply they wound me, I 
need not labour to express to Thee, for all my 
comfort is, that nothing is hidden from thee. 
For, not only the blessings which Thou hast 
poured upon me through all the minutes and 
moments of my life, but the afflictions which I 
now groan under, come £rom the same hand, to 
arouse me fflid awake me to a more devout and 
earnest way of serving Thee. 

And since it is Thy own work, look down with 
the more pity on this wounded soul of mine. 
See, O my God, how I pant and labour under 
the heavy scourge of Thy displeasure ; a scourge 
which my own sins have twisted, and mine own 
iniquities have drawn down upon me. 

But, O my dear Father, to whom it is more 
easy to do all things, than for me to ask any 
thmg that is good ; — Thou that hast promised 
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goodness. He shall deliver the needy when he 
crieth; the poor also, and him that hath no 
helper. He will keep the feet of his saints. The 
Lord upholdeth all that fall, and raiseth up all 
those that be bowed down. Though he faU, he 
shall not be utterly cast down: for the Lord 
upholdeth him with his hand. (Psal. xxxviu 39. ; 
xxxi. 24. ; cxii. 6, 7. ; xxxi. IL Isa. xl. 29. SL; 
xxviii. 8. ; cvii. 9. ; Ixxii. 12. 1 Sam. ii. 9. Psal. 
cxlv. 14.; xxxvii. 24.) 

God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be 
tempted above that ye are able; but will with 
the temptation also make a way to escape, that 
ye may be able to bear it. Who will also con- 
firm you unto the end, that ye may be blameless 
in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is 
faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fel- 
lowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Like- 
wise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities, for 
we know not what we should pray for as we 
ought : but the Spirit itself maketh intercession 
for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. 
And when ye shall see this your heart shall rejoice : 
.... and the hand of the Lord shall be known 
towards his servants. The Lord is faithful, who 
shall stablish you and keep you from evil. (1 Cor. 
x. 13. ; i. 8, 9. Rom. viii. 26. Isa. xlvi. 14. 2 Thess. 
iii. 3.) 

Fear not, for I am with thee : be not dismayed, 
for I am thy God. I will strengthen thee, yea, 
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I will help thee, I will uphold thee with the right 
hand of my righteousness. For I, the Lord thy 
God, will hold thy right hand, saying unto thee, 
Fear not ; I will help thee, saith the Loud, and 
thy Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel. My 
grace is sufficient for thee; for my strength is 
made perfect in weakness. I will seek that which 
was lost, and bring again that which was driven 
away, and will bind up that which was broken, 
and will strengthen that which was sick. (Isa. 
xli. 10. 13y 14. 2 Cor. xii. 9. Ezek. xxxiv. 16.) 



XL Complaint and Prayers of an afflicted Soul. 

1. Complaint of a deeply cfflicted Soul, 

How long wilt Thou forget me, O Lord ? For 
ever ? How long wilt Thou hide Thy face from 
me ? My God ! My God ! why hast Thou for- 
saken me ? Thy wrath lieth hard upon me. My 
spirit is overwhelmed within me ; my heart within 
me is desolate. My soul also is sore vexed : but 
Thou, O Lord, how long ? Hear my prayer, O 
Lord, and give ear unto my cry. O spare me 
that I may recover strength, before I go hence 
and be no more. (Psal. xiii. 1. ; xxii. 1. ; Ixxxviii. 
7.; cxliii. 4>.; xxxix. 13.) 

O that I were as in months past, as in the 
days when God preserved me ; .... when the 
secret of God was upon my tabernacle, O \xv^{ 

M 
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God, I cry in the day-time but thou heareat not ; 
and in the night season, and am not silent. I 
watcli, and am as a sparrow alone upon the 
house-top. My bones are pierced in me in the 
night season, and my sinews take no rest. Thou 
holdestmine eyes waking; lam so troubled that 
I cannot speak. As a servant earnestly desireth 
the shadow, and as an hireling looketh tor iie 
TeimiTd of his work, so am I made to possess 
months of vanity, and wearisome nights are ap- 
pointed unio me. When I lie down, I say, " When 
shall I arise, and the night be gone?" And I am 
full of tossing to and fro, unto the dawning of the 
day. When I say, " My bed sbal! comfort me, 
my couch shall ease my complaint ;" then Thou ■ 
scares t me with dreams, and temptest me 
through visions. My soul is weary of my life, I 
will speak in the bitterness of my soul. O that ' 
I might have my request, and that God would 
grant me the thing that I long for. O that Thou ! 
wouldest hide me in the grave ! thai Thou , 
wouldest keep me in secret, until Thy wrath be ■ 
past ; that Thou wouldest appoint me a set time ' 
and remember me. {Job xxix, 2. 4. Fsal. xxii^ 
2.; cii. 7. Job xkx. 17- Psa!. Ixxvii. 4. Job' 
vii. 2—4.; xiii. It.; x. 1.; vi. 8.; Kiv. 13.) 
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2. Prayers, in the Idmguagt cf Scripture, for 
Persons wtder Spiritual Distress. 

(1.) O Lord I hear, when I cry with my 
voice : have mercy also upon me, and answer me. 
Hide not Thy fiice from me; put not Thy servant 
away in anger. Thou hast been my help ; leave 
me not, neither forsake me, OGrod of my salvation. 
Cast me not away from Thy presence. Take not 
Thy Holy Spirit from me. Return, O Lord ! 
How long ? And let it repent Thee concerning 
Thy servants. Return, O God of Hosts ; look 
down from heaven, and behold and visit this vine, 
and the vineyard which Thy right hand hath 
planted. (Psal. xxviL 7* 9.; li. IL; xc. 13.; 
Ixxx. 15, 16.) 

Why standest Thou afar off, O God ? Why 
hidest Thou Thyself in times of trouble. Arise, 
O Lord I O God lift up Thine hand ; forget not 
the afflicted. Turn us again, O Lord God of 
Hosts : cause Thy face to shine, and we shall be 
saved. Awake I Why sleepest Thou, O Lord ! 
Arise ; cast us not off for ever. Turn us, O God 
of our salvation, and cause Thine anger towards 
us to cease. Wilt Thou be angry with us for 
ever ? Wilt Thou draw out thine anger to all 
generations? Wilt Thou not revive us again, 
that Thy people may rejoice in Thee ? Shew us 
Thy mercy, O Lord, and grant us Thy salvation. 
There be many that say, who will shew us any 

M 2 
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Standing, that I may rightly know my duty : and 
grant that I may act on all occasions, and in 
every circumstance of life, in the manner most 
acceptable to Thee. Pardon my secret sins 
and infirmities ; and preserve me from all wilful 
neglects and offences. If Thou seest it consistent 
with Tliy glory and the everlasting welfare of 
my soul, fill me with that fervency of affection 
towards Thee, and with that measure of spiritual 
comfort and assurance, which may presei^e my 
mind in a frame of cheerfulness and composure. 
But, if trouble and bitterness of mind be more 
expedient for me, continue to me both this and 
all other afflictions which Thou seest most con- 
ducive to my future happiness ; and grant that I' 
may bear them with patience and resignation. 
Let Thy Holy Spirit direct and support me 
under every trial, and enable me so to walk in 
Thy faith and fear, that I may at last be received 
into Thy heavenly Kingdom through the merits 
and mediation of thy Son Jesus Christ my blessed 
Lord and Saviour. Amen. - 



(4.) Another Prayer on the same Occasion, 

O Blessed Lord, the Father of mercies and 
the God of all comfort ! I beseech Thee, look 
down with pity and compassion upon me Thine 
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as the heaven is high above the earth, so great is 
His mercy towards them that fear Him. God, 
even our Father, hath loved us, and hath given us 
everlasting consolation and a good hope througli 
grace. (Psal. ciii. 8 — 11. 2 Thess. ii. >6.) 

The Lord will wait that He may be gracious 
unto you : for the Lord is a God of judgment. 
Blessed are all they that wait for Him. A bruised 
reed will He not break, and smoking flax will He 
not quench, till He send forth judgment unto 
victory. He retaineth not his anger for ever, be- 
cause He delighteth in mercy. The Lord will 
not cast off for ever : but though He cause grief, 
yet will He have compassion according to the 
multitude of His mercies. For He doth not afflict 
willingly nor grieve the children of men. (Isa. 
XXX. 18. Matt. xii. 30. Mic. vii. 18. Lam. iii. 
31—33.) 

Thou art a God, ready to pardon, gracious and 
merciful, slow to anger and of great kindness. 
With Thee is the fountain of life ; and in Thy 
light we shall see light. I have been young and 
now am old : yet have I not seen the righteous 
forsaken, nor his seed begging their bread. He 
shall pray unto God, and He shall hear him, and 
He will be favourable unto him, and he shall see 
His face with joy. (Neh. ix. 17. Psal. xxxvi. 9. ; 
xxxvii. 25. Job xxxiii. 26.) 

The Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon 
Him, to all that call upon Him in truth : to set 
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all, its guidance and benign protection may con- 
tinue unaltered. The light sometimes shines with 
a bright and strong effulgence, to guide us into 
the right way ; but while we are proceeding in it 
safely and regularly, and without an inclination 
to deviate, or immediate danger of falling, the 
rays may be emitted less powerfully, because less 
necessary. The moment there appears danger 
of wandering or of stumbling, the lamp is ready 
to shine with instantaneous radiance. Thus an 
infant, just beginning to walk, is guided by the 
parent's hand, watched with the parent's eye, and 
encouraged by the parent's voice, and yet it is 
oflen permitted to go alone, without assistance 
or encouragement, in order to exercise its 
strength, and to give it a due degree of confi- 
dence. But the tender mother may still hold 
the leading-string unobserved by the infant, and, 
at the very first lapse, save the fall. The sun, 
though obscured by clouds, affords both light and 
warmth, guides mankind in all their operations, 
and supports both animal and vegetative life. * 

" The mistaken opinion that ecstasy and rap- 
ture dre always necessary to evince the presence 
of the Holy Spirit, has brought the doctrine into 
discredit among the sober and rational, and in- 
troduced much misery among the ignorant, the 
weak^ and the fanciful. The sober and rational 
neither experienced such ardoux mx^vowx. vnXet^ 
Mission, uor did they believe the ivvxtuT^ o^ \oas\>. 
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] TJBit their transgression with the rod, and their 
iniquity with stripes. Nevertheless, my loving- 
Idndness will I not utterly take from him, nor 
suffer, jpay faithfulness to fail. When the poor 
9iid needy seek water and there is none, and their 
tongue faileth for thirst, I the Lord will hear 
them, I the God of Israel will not forsake them. 
I will bring the blind by a way they knew not ; I 
will lead them in paths they have not known ; I 
will make darkness light before them, and crooked 
things straight. These things will I do unto them, 
and not forsake them. (Psal.lxxxix. 31 — S3. Isa. 
xli. 17.; xlii. 16.) 

Is Ephraim my dear son? is he a pleasant 
child ? for since I spake against him, I do earn- 
estly remember him still. Therefore my bowels 
•are troubled for him ; I will surely have mercy 
upon him, saith the Lord. I will not contend for 
eyer, neither will I be always wroth : for the 
spirit should fail before me, and the souls which I 
,haye made. For the iniquity of his covetousness 
was I wroth, and smote him : I hid me and he 
was wroth, and he went on frowardly in the way 
of his heart. I have seen his ways, and will heal 
Jiim : I will lead him also, and will restore com- 
forts unto him. But Zion said : — The Lord 
hath forsaken me, and my Lord hath forgotten 
me. Can a woman forget her sucking child, that 
she should not have compassion on the son of her 
womb ? Yea, they may forget ; yet will I not for 
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get .tbee. Iletum, thou backsliding Israel, aail^ 
the Lord, and I will not cause mioe anger to ialt 
upon you : for I am mercitul, saith the Lous, an4 
I will not keep anger for ever. For a small mo- 
ment have I forsaken thee, but with great merciet 
will I gather thee. In a little wrath I hid my iaca 
from thee, for a moment; but with everlasting 
kindness will I have mercy on thee, saith the 
LoHD thy Redeemer. (Isa. IvU. 16^19-; xUfl 
14,15. Jer.iii. 12. Isa. liv. 7, 8.) \ 

I [said our adorable Redeemer] — I wiD pray 
the Father, and He shall give you another com> 
forter, that he may abide with you for ever ; eva^ 
the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot rei' 
oeive because it seeth him not, oeither knowet)| 
him : but ye know him, for he dwelleth with yotf 
and shall be in you. I will not leave you comforO} 
less ; I will come onto you. Lo 1 I am with you. 
alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen* 
(John xiv. 16—18. Matt, xxviii. 2tt) r 

Selection II. 
How excellent is Thy loving-kindness, O Gq^A 
Therefore do the children of men put their trt^) 
under the shadow of Thy wings. I will hear if JJbJ 
God the Lord will speak ; for He will speak pe^fjfi 
unto His people and to His saints : but let thctt 
i^otturo again to folly. Surely, His salvation, i| 
i)ijj;h them that fear Him. They cried unto I^ 
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Lord in their trouble, and He delivered them out 
of their distresses. (Psal. xxxvi. 7. ; Ixxxv. 8, 9. ; 
cvii. 6. 13.) 

Come unto nie,Bll ye that labour and are heavy 
laden^ and I will give you rest. Take my yoke 
upon you, and learn of me, for I am meek and 
lowly in heart : and ye shall find rest unto your 
souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is 
light. For I have satiated the weary soul, and I 
have replenished every sorrowful soul. I will 
feed my flock, and will cause them to lie down, 
saith the Lord God. I will feed them upon a 
good pasture, and upon the high mountains of 
Israel shall their food be. There shall they lie in 
a good fold, in a fat pasture shall they feed upon 
the mountains of Israel. (Matt. xi. 28 — 30. 
Jer. xxxi. 25. Ezek. xxxiv. 15. 14.) 

I will make a covenant of peace with them ; it 
shall be an everlasting covenant with them : and 
I will place them and multiply them, and will set 
my sanctuary in the midst of them for evermore. 
I will dwell in them and walk in them : and I will 
be their God and they shall be my people. The 
mountains shall depart, and the hills be removed ; 
but my kindness shall not depart from thee, 
neither shall the covenant of my peace be re- 
moved, saith the Lord that hath mercy on thee. 
Be of good cheer : it is I, be not afraid. Fear 
not, little flock : for it is your Father's good plea- 
sure to give you the kingdom. Peace I leave 

N '6 
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get thee. Eeturn, thou backtUding toael, «aUli 
the Lord, and I will not cause mine -angep: to fall 
upon you : for I am merciful, saith the Lord, and 
I will not keep anger for ever. For a small mo- 
ment have I forsaken thee, but with great mercies 
will I gather thee. In a little wrath I hid my face 
from thee, for a moment: but with everlasting 
kindness will I have mercy on thee, saith the 
Lord thy Redeemer. (Lsa. Ivii. 16 — 19.; xlix. 
14, 15. Jer. iii. 12. Isa. liv. 7, 8.) 

I [said our adorable Redeemer] — I will pray 
the Father, and He shall give you another com- 
forter, that he may abide with you for ever ; even 
the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot re- 
ceive because it seeth him not, neither knoweth 
him : but ye know him, for he dwelleth with you 
and shall be in you. I will not leave you comforti- 
less ; I will come unto you. Lo I I am with you 
alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen. 
(John xiv. 16—18. Matt xxviii, 20.) 



Selection II. 

How excellent is Thy loving-kindness, O Godl 
Therefore do the children of men put their tT\ist> 
under the shadow of Thy wings. I will hear wl^.oi^ 
God the Lord will speak ; for He will speak peaff^ 
unto His people and to His saints : but let them 
i2oi turn again to folly. Surely, 1\as e»XN?xVwv v^ 
i7/£^h tbem that fear Him. TViey ci\^^ \bqXo 'i^V 
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LrORD in their trouble, and He delivered them out 
of their distresses. (Psal. xxxvi. 7. ; Ixxxv. 8, 9. ; 
cvii. 6. 13.) 

Come unto me^Bll ye that labour and are heavy 
laden^ and I will give you rest. Take my yoke 
upon you, and learn of me, for I am meek and 
lowly in heart : and ye shall find rest unto your 
souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is 
light. For I have satiated the weary soul, and I 
have replenished every sorrowful soul. I will 
feed my flock, and will cause them to lie down, 
saith the Lord God. I will feed them upon a 
good pasture, and upon the high mountains of 
Israel shall their food be. There shall they lie in 
a good fold, in a fat pasture shall they feed upon 
the mountains of Israel. (Matt. xi. 28 — 30. 
Jer. j^xKu 25* Ezek. xxxiv. 15. 14.) 

I will make a covenant of peace with them ; it 
shall be an everlasting covenant with them : and 
I will place them and multiply them, and will set 
my sanctuary in the midst of them for evermore. 
I will dwell in them and walk in them : and I will 
be their God and they shall be my people. The 
mountains shall depart, and the hills be removed ; 
but my kindness shall not depart from thee, 
neither shall the covenant of my peace be re- 
moved, saith the Lord that hath mercy on thee. 
Be of good cheer* : it is I, be not afraid. Fear 
not, little flock : for it is yowt'e^vWx'^ ^^^^>^\Ki^« 
sure to give you the km^iioTcv, ^^^^"riX V.'s:^ 

^ '6 
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with you, my peace I give you : not as the world 
giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be 
troubled, neither let it be afraid. (Ezek. xxxvii. 
26. 2 Cor. vi. 16. Isa.liv. 10. Mark vi. 50. Luke 
vii. 32. John xiv. 27.) 

Fear not : for behold I bring you good tidings 
of great joy. Rejoice ye with Jerusalem, all ye 
that love her ; rejoice for joy with her, all ye that 
mourn for her': that ye may be satisfied with .... 
her consolations. For thus saith the Lord : Be- 
hold, I will extend peace to her like a river, and 
the glory of the Gentiles like a flowing stream. 
As one whom his mother comforteth, so will I 
comfort you, and ye shall be comforted in Jeru- 
salem. The remnant of Israel shall not do 
iniquity, nor speak lies : neither shall a deceitful 
tongue be found in their mouth; for they shall 
feed and lie down, and none shall make them 
afraid. Sing, O daughter of ZionI shout, 
Israel I Be glad and rejoice with all the heart, 
daughter of Jerusalem. The Lord hath taken 
away thy judgments ; he hath cast out thine 
enemy. The Lord is in the midst of thee : thou 
shalt not see evil any more. There is a river, the 
streams whereof shall make glad the city of God: 
God is in the midst of her, she shall not be 
moved. God shall help her, and that right eariy. 
In that day it shall be said to Jerusalem, Fear thdu 
not; and to Ziorty Let not tYvme \\wv^« ">aia ^»s&» 
The Lord thy God in the mvdtsl oU\ve^ v&\o:\^v?3\ 
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he will save, he will rejoice over thee with joy 
he will rest in his love ; he will joy over thee with 
singing. (Luke ii. 10. Isa. Ixvi. 10 — 13. Zeph. 
iii. IS, 14*. Psal. xlvi. 4, 5. Zeph. iii. 16, 17.) 



SECTION III. 

PRAYERS AND MEDITATIONS UNDER SORROW AND 

DESPONDENCT. 

Fearfulnes9 and trembling are come upon me, and horbor 
BATH overwhelmed me. — Psalm Iv. 5. 

I. Observations on Seasons of Desertion, or 
supposed Absence of the Holy Spirit. 

:<< There are seasons in the lives of good men, 
when their sense of spiritual things is compara- 
tively dull ; and many, at these times, have been 
alarmed with an idea of being totally deserted 
by the Spirit, and have fallen into a state of 
DESPONDENCY. . But if there were no other 
proof that the grace of God is still vouchsafed to 
4;hem, their uneasiness alone would evince it. 
While pain is felt, the surgeon apprehends not 
A mortification. But the alarm, it may be pre- 
sumed, is, to the pious Christian, unnecessary. 
For it is certain that the visitations of the Holy 
Spirit are sometimes more ^eiv&^^ ^-^w -^ 
othershh fl«d that when they ate xvoX. ^<i\^^^^^ ^"^ 
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all, its guidance and benign protection may con- 
tinue unaltered. The light sometimes shines with 
a bright and strong effulgence, to guide us into 
the right way ; but while we are proceeding in it 
safely and regularly, and without an inclination 
to deviate, or immediate danger of falling, the 
rays may be emitted less powerfully, because less 
necessary. The moment there appears danger 
of wandering or of stumbling, the lamp is ready 
to shine with instantaneous radiance. Thus an 
infant, just beginning to walk, is guided by the 
parent's hand, watched with the parent's eye, and 
encouraged by the parent's voice, and yet it is 
often permitted to go alone, without assistance 
or encouragement, in order to exercise its 
strength, and to give it a due degree of confi- 
dence. But the tender mother may still hold 
the leading-string unobserved by the infant, and, 
at the very first lapse, save the fall. The sun, 
though obscured by clouds, affords both light and 
warmth, guides mankind in all their operations, 
and supports both animal and vegetative life. . 

^* The mistaken opinion that ecstasy and rap- 
ture are always necessary to evince the presence 
of the Holy Spirit, has brought the doctrine into 
discredit among the sober and rational, and in- 
troduced much misery among the ignorant, the 
weak, and the fanciful. The sober and rational 
neither experienced such ardoux mx^^owt inter- 
Kim, nor did they believe the tvalvvte o^ tx\«s\v 
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aft he ia HOW constituted^ capable of supporting 
i|j : . The ignorant, the weak, ahd the fanciful^ en-^ 
'd^avouring to raise themselves to a height which 
^ey qould either not reach or not maintain> feB: 
Srom disappointment to dejection, and from de^ 
j^tion to despair. In truth, the influence of the 
Spirit rushes not like a continual torrent, but 
flows as a gentle river, which, indeed, for the 
most part, displays its silver surface in the mea- 
dowsy but may sometimes conceal itself, without 
being lost, in a subterranean channel. 

*^ While we retain faith, hope, and charity, and 
while we seek the favour of God in fervent prayer, 
we have every reason to believe that gracb 
abounds in us, though we should not, for a con- 
siderable time, be favoured with the livelier ex- 
perience of its immediate energy. If we per- 
severe in a virtuous course, we may rest assured 
that- God will, at all proper intervals, and for our 
reward and encouragement, shew us the light of 
his. countenance. 

^^ Let the pious Christian remember, that hopc 
is.' placed, in the celebrated enumeration of 
Christian virtues, next to faith, and before cha- 
rilyw Let him, therefore, take care not to in- 
dulge the least tendency to such melancholy 
iddas of desertion as may lead to despair. God 
wiU not behold a sincerely contrite heart, anxious 
to flod grace, without affoTding \\.\ ^x^ ^csv^s^^ 
foT'^wise purposes of trial, Vt \^ ^o«?^^^ ^«X\Nfc 
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may not, for a short time, bestow it in its more 
sensible influences, yet there is every reason to 
believe, that he who sincerely grieves because he 
thinks himself less yarcmr^ by the Holy SptrU 
than usual, is, on that very account, in a state 
OF GRACE, and therefore safe.** * 



11. Prayers under Sorrow and Despondency. 

1- A Prayer in the Langvxuge of Scripture. 

Unto Thee .will I cry, O Lord, my rock, be 
not silent to me : lest, if Thou be silent to me, I 
become like them that go down into the pit 
Hear the voice of my supplication when I cry 
unto Thee. The troubles of my heart are en- 
larged : O bring Thou me out of my distress. 
Look upon mine affliction and my pain, and for- 
give all my sins. Restore unto me the joy of 
Thy salvation ; and uphold me with Thy free 
spirit. Heal me, O Lord, and I shall be healed; 
save me, and I shall be saved. Bow down Thine 
ear, O Lord, and hear me : for I am poor and 
needy. O Thou, my God, save Thy servant, 
that trusteth in Thee. Be merciful unto me, 
Lord : for I cry unto Thee daily. Rejoice tlhe 
soul of Tliy servant: for unto Thee, O Lord, do 
I lift up my soul. For Thou, Lord, art good 
""nd ready to forgive ; and plenleow^ \iv tnercy 

' Dr. Knox's Christftin PhUosopY\v,sec\.\o\ixvufia, 
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unto a]l them that call upon Thee. Give ear, O 
Lord, unto my prayer : and attend to the voice 
of my supplications. Teach me Thy way, O 
Lord, I will walk in Thy truth : unite my heart 
to fear Thy name. Let my cry come before 
Thee, O Lord : give me understanding ac- 
cording to Thy word. Let my supplication come 
before Thee : deliver me according to Thy word. 
Return, O Lord.; how long ? O satisfy us early 
with Thy mercy, that we may rejoice, and be 
glad all our days. I have intreated Thy favour 
with my whole heart : be merciful unto me, ac- 
cording to Thy word. And my soul shall be 
joyful in the Lord : it shall rejoice in His sal- 
vation. (Psal. xxviii. 1, 2.; xxv. 17, 18.; li. 12.; 
Jer. xvii. l^.; Psal. Ixxxvi. 1 — 6. 11.; cxix. 169, 
170.; xc. 13, 14".; cxix. 58.; xxxv. 9.) 



2. A Meditation in the Langtuige of Scripture 

under Despondency. 

O.God, Thou art my God, for ever and ever. 
Be Thou my guide unto death. My heart is 
sore grieved within me, and the terrors of death 
are fallen upon me. Behold, Thou hast made 
my days as an hand breadth, and mine age is as 
nothing before Thee. Verily every man at his 
best estate is altogether vanity. When Thou 
with rebukes dost correct ma3\ fox \xv\c^\\?5^'X^\^^ic 
makest his besixity to consular aw«j \^^ 'ixxcia"^' 
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ittirelj^-etei^ aian i& vanity; . Anil^no^- Lont^ 
infaat wait I for? My hope is in 'T^bee. viKemr 
nj^ pAvjcr, O LoRSy and give ear imto ioy ^0171; 
holelinot Thy peace at my tears; Rcsnov^^TIPf 
stroke aiviray from me : I am congiimed- hfiht 
blow of« Thine hand. O spare me, th^at I Dtiay 
reoeire strength, before I go hence and; be no 
more. My soul cleaveth unto the dust; O 
quicken Thou me, according to Thy word. And 
when the sorrows of death compass me, let not 
the pains of hell get hold upon me. (Psal. Ixiii. 1. 
xlviii. 14. ; Iv. 4.; xxxix. 6. 11. 8. 12. 10. 13.; 
cxix. 25. ; cxvi. 3.) '. ?. 

^•^- -•■M 

' $, A Prayer in Sorrow and Despondency: "''' 

O Eternal God, Father of Mercies, and GfodiJiT 
all conifort, with much mercy look upon the sor- 
rows of Thy servant. The waters are gone bv§r 
ilfi'e, land I stick fast in the deep mire; and my 
miseries are without comfort, because . they are 
the pumshraents of my sin. LordI pity, nip* 
Lord I let Thy grace refresh my spirit. L^t Tny 
comfort support me ; Thy mercy . pardo^ mcj 
and never let my portion be among hopeless anq 
accursed spirits : for Thou art good an^l^ gt^-i 
cious ; and upon Thy mercies do I humbly cast 
n^j^fm Grant that I may never let myheM go, 
hi^o iThou with me what 8ee«\^^-> ^^^^V* 
36 eyes. I cannot suffer revoke li^'iVil>\fe^ 
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Jeserved, and yet I can need no relief so groat 
38 Thy mercy is : for Thou art infinitely more 
nerciAil than I can be miserable: and Thy 
mercy, which is above all thine own works, is 
transcendently above all my sin and all my mi- 
sery. Holy Jesus ! let me trust in Thee for 
even and let me never be confounded. Anion. 



4. A Prayer against Despair.* 

O God of Mercy, forasmuch as I have many 
ways transgressed Thy holy precepts, contemnod 
Thee our Lord and Maker, and offended Tliy 
Divine Majesty, greatly am I grieved in mind, 
and stand wonderfully in fear of Thine everlast- 
ing displeasure. And although Thine holy word 
dofh tender me pardon and remission of my sins 
tnxXyy yet have I not grace as yet to apprehond 
the same : for busy is our most cruel and crafty 
adversary, and doth labour to bring us from all 
hope and comfort of salvation. The only rcmcd}-, 
which we have against this our deadly adversary, 
is, that we never doubt of Thy grace and readi- 
ness to forgive our sins. Comfort us at all times, 
especially at the hour of death, and give us grace 
to fiasten all our confidence and trust on Thee» 

* From an imperfect copy of the " Poor Ma&*i Reat^** \ 
a manual of devotion, apparently piitiX)eA.V«XoT^^'^\s«!^ A 
'he sixteenth century, 

O 
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thiS^ciy;^' And tfte^Ld»iJ<}^#4^ ^j^ itt^ftjf 

xatx. m - J»feal, cxlv. 19;; xxxiv.ii^; dJtlvii>-3.^, 
3txxfi;10.; cxivi. 5,6;; xxxiv. 15. 'fca.ixfe€L)^' 

Wfeep not, Bliess^a are thftt fliey D^tEytd^; M 
tlteysh^be cbmrorted. Fori knbvfr tht^4lim:^ti[ 
thai t thitik towards jroti^ sahh the LtfRiy; t hi y a ght^ 
oTpeace, aiid not ctf evil, ^6 give ;3r6u an^Jtedtfed 
fend; ITito shall ye caW* upon ni^, tod' y^'ilian 
gb' ^d pht;^ unto me, and I will h'e^rk^ii''uiiCi[( 
yinr:^^ Atid ye >(hall seek mef aiid "find- ib^, #IM 
d'iMl search for me with all ydut* H^drt;^^ 

V^ilr be found of you, saith the Lo*i>. CWl 
iipim^e in the day of trouble; I Srifl'daiVtf 
ttleej -and thou shalt glorify me. (Loke^^l^. 
Matt. V. 4. Jer. xxix. 11— 14. Ps^. 1. 1^.)' '^^" 
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SECTION IV. ...,, vffl 

ii^iVOTlONS FOR THOSE WHO ARE PERfL^XED wITH 
DOUBTS AND TEMPTATIONS; - ' -^ f->^'' 

. Wat^li and pray, that ye enter not into .7EMFTA^)^*7r 
Matt. xxiv. 14. 

i. A General Prat/erfor[one who u p&rfUni 
^ in Mind, ■'-•)(. t>i(ixid 

OpghieouB Lord, Thy ^^w&XAcfe V^^^u^^ 
i5i^-Vo">^^f>'th^ bitter frilils of tay dwufe^^ii^*^ 
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wd ta possess mine iniquities.. My eias at Ics^tb 

have taken hold upon me; Thou writest hitter 

things against me» and Thy fierce wrath goeth 

over roe* Thy terrors do even distract my 

thoughts. My spirit is quite broken within me 

by reason thereof^ and my heart failcth me. 

Suty. O Gracious God, though I be troubled and 

cast down> let me not fall> I humbly entreat Thee^ 

into utter despair. Whilst I live, let me not 

ibrego the hopes of Thy mercy, nor the care of 

my own return to my duty. When I groan 

under my burthens, make me to flee unto Thee for 

ease. When I am terrified with my former sins, 

let me make haste to forsake the same. When I 

am struck with the sting of my own guilt, enable 

me, O Jesu, to look up to Thy cross, and to the 

merits thereof; and to rest my heart upon the 

same by true repentance. When I am most 

mistrustful of myself, let me not mistrust Thee, 

nor call in question any comfortable promises of 

Thy free grace and mercy. 

O Father I let Thy smiting reclaim and amend 
me, and then let Thy comforts revive me. Let 
Thy dear Son's most precious blood expiate all 
my sins, and let His grace cure them. And in. 
stead of these most just and deserved terrotB, 
wherewith Thou now takest vengeance for the 
same. Lord, let me have Thy mercy to forgiy^ 
xpy sins, and cause me to hear the voice of 
P^qe, to quiet and comfort my vxv^<^\ ^^j^s^. 

o 3 
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. . ' .•' . '': ..' :.!.'. 1 ■!» l)Jj. .■» j.'II 

■■•■.■■ '.'• ' ' . •■• I' : P'/jI^j: 

f . A Primer for one who isfiUl o/JDiiiiiit. '\ ' 

O Lord, the Father of Merciei^ andihe^jrod wi^ 
all comfort, I acknowledge and adoveThinclitcifeial- 
power, wisdom, and goodness. I render- Thee 
my most hearty thanks ibr all the benefits Tlmi 
hast freely bestowed on me, from my fiiaC ooming 
into the world until this time. '^ Maliy, O LoBiol 
my God, are thy wonderful works which are to 
us-ward, they cannot be reckoned up in <rdtff; 
unto Theet if I would declare and apeak wf; 
tfaem, they are more than can be nioriberedil 
Above all, I bless thee for that great demonM- 
stration of thy love and good will to mmldiid fti' 
Christ Jesus, whom thou hast sent into the irorld' 
to save sinners; and for bringing me to oiclear 
knowledge of Him, faith in Him, and som^ kwe^- 
I hope, towards Him, and unfeigned affectioik id' 
Thy holy will, declared to us in His blessed? 

Gospel. ;•-/;.; 

O God, Thou hast taught me from myl^ytaith! 

up, and hitherto hast been marvellously grackm^^ 

to me. Hide not, I beseech Thee, Thy jfebe-ota) 

from me, and put not Thy servant away:^:i»-iiis«T 

^ealamei Jhou hast been iny/b«\^^W«rttii9e( 

not, neither forsake me, O God o? my iMBiafiBBB^ 
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bol for Jesas Christ his sake, I humbly entreat 
lliee to pardon and pass by all my neglects of 
Thee, and untliankfulness to Hiec, and ofiences 
against Thee. And as I here sincerely devote 
and dedicate my whole self, soul, and body, to 
Thy service, so help me, O my God, and further 
me in the performance of my duty, by the grace 
of thy Holy Spirit. To Thee all hearts are open, 
and from Thee no secrets are hid : deal with me 
according to the earnest desire, and full purpose 
of my soul, to conform myself in all things to 
Thy holy wilL 

Settle in me an unmov cable faith in Thy infi- 
nite mercies, a constant love, and cheerful affec- 
tion to my duty, and a readiness of heart to obey 
Thee, and to submit to Thy wise appointments 
in every condition. The whole earth is full of 
Thy mercy ; Thou openest thy hand, and satis- 
fie^t the desire of every living thing: O refuse 
not the humble desires of my poor soul, which 
gaspeth afler Thee, even as the thirsty land. 
Thou who givest to the beasts their food^ and to 
the young ravens when they cry, O satisfy me 
early with thy mercies, that I may rejoice and 
be glad all my days. Compose my broken and 
dbturbed thoughts, quiet my troubled and dis- 
ordered spirit, and appease all the ragings and tu- 
mults there, by a sweet sense of thy most tender 
mercies, which have been ever o£ o\d,«wk ^^^xbx^ 
continually. 



tl3 Qi^rofiQKi^if^ft.ftK^^ 

IlheejiibQiiaUiytf:: Bestow; upQfahme.'MftiA^vM 

^ring;iiiy«(df\wfaoUjr to .Thee^. . iEQdu9(i90 n^ 
sMch^^p^om attd.uprigmoeai, tluitJ[.iiiK^rii^MM|l 
Qi^eeii nijf.rdutj^ oon «tiftpect Xhy.igmwnMaiitm 
Q€p^k«M2e i»f me* ..Givie me aiiJiearl9 3W0l'i04l 
tbe l>eit that lam abl^ and «• setU^.Iier89|ili|i<Wi 
Kbftt Thou requirest bo more of ipe» , . . ^-.^ ^i,Ui\f 

b^nourmg <Tbeer «n4 my leli^Wuij fli/ltsty^^ 
Thyfoodnessy. and ca&mg V^y.lfi^U^fjk^^ 
Uffffl^mtioa towards those that 111:0 stiHsyw^ 1^ 
la. please Thee. Remove all itr«iib)e80i^.,^^ 
gioati^M^fi^Pm me^aQd give me. a ^e^faaif^nf^ 
st«»4ingx of Tbee» md of myself, Qjc. if^b^ |^ 
m.fbwkQMW aqd confusion of thougb^i^ gnHl^fffl! 
S^dQuo^ lj§^t and judgment, as not rfp pqi{ic|^ 
myself forsaken by Thee, but^ ji^^g^ ijij^ 
Thy long continued favours to me, and many 
deliverances of me ; that so I may resolve stfll 
to , hope . in Thee, to bear my present trouble 
^tiently, and to resign my will' absdlule^ & 
Thy good pleasure. And, good Lobd, enable 
me IQiUm^ bieyond tbes^ clouds, to th^ .U^Pf^ 
^^te rwbi$ker,:ipa J, SfikyioMr is gone, iaAj^hic^^fj^ 



Canting to the same place where he is, to content 
txyself with any condition, whilst I am here <o 
f^ remote from that region of light and glory. 
r'Hear me, most loving and merciful Father, I 
nAdst hiimbly beseech Thee. Pity my great dul- 
ness and deadness of heart. Strengthen my weak' 
add feeble endeavours. Support my fainting 
^[Hrit, and cause it humbly to hope in Thee for 
ever. Confirm and establish every good thought, 
desire, and purpose, which Thou hast wrought 
in me. Perfect that which Thou hast begun. 
Make me to grow in wisdom, faith, love, and 
willing obedience. Conduct me hereafter so 
evenly and steadily, so peaceably and quietly^ 
80 cheerfully and securely in Thy ways, tliat I 
Aaay glorify Thee whilst I live, by encouraging 
others to accompany me in Thy service: and 
wiien I come to die, may resign my soul unto 
Thee witTi an undisturbed mind, in an holy hdpe 
also of a joyful resurrection of the body at the 
grieat day of the Lord Jesus ; to whom be glory 
kad dominion for ever. Amen. 



■ r • 

3* -4 Prater for one who is disturbed ttnt/i wicked 
and blasphemotis Thoughts. 

r 

■' O Lord God, the Father of our spirits, V6 
i^hom all hearts are open, and all desires knowti-; 
Ihtmhly entreat Thee to ^uccoxa TRfc ^xnfe '^ssi^ 
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worthy servant, who labour under the burthen of 
wlck€ii Iboiighjts. I^etTliy'ipowid^an^xigSbcbieaft 
be s^iawn hi bealing u^iJiBordieivd miiid^^^Gieanse 
the thoughts of my heart by the innuratum of 
Thine Holy Spirit. Suffer theih hot to tJe^Oefiled 
by any profane or blasp1ieinoti$ ^tigge8il(in^';J&tl^ 
heal my soul, by enabling nie to' stifl^ eXii v^ 
jpress all such thoughts as tend to rob me ot my. 
peace, or to deprive me of the comforts 'of^reli- 
gion. Enable me to be of ah equal aiid AeiiSf 
temper, to be mild aiid gentle in my behaViouh 
and to keep my hopes and fears withSn '^liiEt 
bounds. Make ine sensible of • the Wise aiid ^Ij^uia 
reasonis of these afflictions ; that, if'tbeV be' 'i^r 
improved, they may be powerful preservative m 
iby soul against the prevailing sins bf alilde&^ouir 
age ; may dispose me to compas£(fdnate'*liib siiN 
firings of others; and inake me more't&FSn' 
feel my own infirmities, and my tkeeS'6i 
assistance. Open my eyes, that Itniy^'&S^i 
know the wise and gracious dispensaifiofts'Si^i 
Providence; and, by humbling hiys^if "iinBiw 
them, may at length be lifted up, anif irisUfe a^ 
partaker of that peace and joy which 'HM^fi'lfe-* 
stowest upon all Thy faithful servi^tii. "^'jCxi^i! 
this, 6 Lord, for the sake of Jesus Chi^^^dift^ 
only Mediator and Redeemer. Amen; '^'^'"'^^T 

.'/JO ' yi.' .' i- ■;. ,. . .. o^vj 'U« '>/ji>how 
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4s A Prayer far a Person v>ho is under Doffbts 
concerning the Zjawfidness of any Action, 

O Lord God, the instructor of the ignorant, the 
light of all that are in darkness and error, luid the 
fountain of all wisdom, knowledge, and truth ; I 
desire above all things to please Tliee, and to 
know and do Thy will : and it is a trouble and 
grief to me to consider that I have so oflen acted 
contrary to it. O give me a wise and under- 
standing spirit, that I may know my duty, and a 
heart fully determined to practise it. 

More particularly, O Lord, I address myself 
to Tliee at this time, to enlighten my under- 
standing, and inform my unsettled judgment how 
to determine safely in the affair concerning which 
at present I know not how to act. Show Thou 
me the way wherein I should walk, and leave me 
not to the weakness of my oyrn reasoning ; which, 
without Thy enlightening grace, will lead me into 
error and confusion. 

Give me, O Lord, I beseech Tliee, such an 
honest and upright heart, that nothing in the 
world may ever be able to seduce me from my 
integrity. Let not the example of a multitude 
persuade me to do evil, nor the most powerful 
allurements of riches, honours, or any other 
worldly advantage, turn me aside fvom TV\^J oycttj 
mandments : but convince me mox^ «xA "^ 
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how little it will prfrfit me to gain the wMe 
world, and lose my own soul; thatf being >p6t>- 

aesseil of an awful fear of Tliy displeasure, I inaj 
never dare to do any thing but what Thou ap- 
provost, and of which 1 may be able to give a 
conifbrtable account at tlie great day of the Lord 

Direct me, O my God, to those means, which 
will inform my understanding and satisfy my 
doubts : and if, alter all my enquiries, I sltbuld 
fell into any unwilling mistake, O I^rd, lay it nftt 
to my charge, nor let it ever provoke Thitie 
anger against nic. But, O Lord, if It Is Tliy good 
pleasure that I should still remain under doubts, 
give me grace, I beseech Thee, to submit to Thy 
will, and to wait with patience until Thou seeatfit 
to instruct me better. And whatever worldly ad- 
vantages I may loee by it, yet let me still have the 
comfort and support of a good conscience. Sufftr 
me not to be so reg»rdlcss of my eternal iatereit, 
as for the sake of any temporal advantage to &f- 
feit Thy favour, which is better than all the 
enjoyments of this world. i 

O Lord ! I leave myself in Thy hands ; mid 1 
most humbly beseech ITiee, to carry me throDgh 
this and all olher diificulties, and bring me to that 
blessed place of rest and peace, where I shaJI be 
out of all temptation and danger of offentlirig 
T/iee, and where I shoi\ \oNe aai ^tSaeTh^c 
"ihrwigboiit all ages. Giaat ftw*, O »<t«ii«x& 



f&E^ sake md iJbdxmgh the metkt oifvAy 
JktaPiSMeeButTy : Jesus Christ, Amen, s : • > ^^ 

■<\ll .-Jl 1- 1 > .i' 'If. ■■ill! r- 11 ; ■- , » 

1. •;■■«>.'; .■■ .1. . • • • . fi( 

A>. t IILi Pnxyers m Seasons cf Tempiaiion* 

1. jFor Grace to overcome Temptation, — (^From 
the Book of Common Prayer.^ 

I 

■: O Gody who knowest that I am set in the midst 

of many and great dangers ; raise up, I pray 

^Thee, Thy power, and with great might succour 

■ me, that I may withstand the temptations of the 

.world, the flesh, and the devil, and with a pUre 

. hi^art and mind may follow Thee the only God. 

; Grant to me such strength and protection, as may 

laupport me in all dangers, and carry me through 

.aH temptations. Mercifully look upon my in- 

;fim{tie8> and in all my dangers and necessities 

. TStretdi forth Thy right hand to help and defend 

me. As I lean only on the help of Thy heavenly 

■grace^ may I be defended by Thy mighty potfcrer. 

Keep me both outwardly in my body, and in- 

• Wardly in ftiy soul. Order my unruly will and 

iaffections, and defend me evermore by Thy most 

rigmdoos andready help ; that so, among the sun- 

:di^ ilad manifold changes of the world, I may be 

.k^t fh>m; all things hurtful, and led tb all things 

/profitable to my salvation. .''.mT 

/ ' OGody the ProtectOT o? A\ XJcv^^^ ^^^^ 



ijfaBB. widun^ ivhoai nodiuig is stmigy iiotiiiiig 
B JidiT:. m^KHe ncpec-iBling Fmwwdeoce.atdexisA 
all liui^ in bovoi snd eaA : keep me with Th J 
impcKui merer; thut* beng ready both in body 
sad aouL I aunr criihr and ttthfuUj senre Thee* 
KBTfiBdhrobuia Hiy gmooos promises, and be 
madea partaker t/TTky hearenlj treasurey through 
dvLird. Amen. 



S. A /Vnyor ayafarf TeayiAilHMtf. 

O Gud and Fatber of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

Tlrr Jiame is greaL Xbine essence is infinite^ 

Tbr |*i(vidDCSi: is eternal, and Tbj power hath no 

limii ^ Tbon art the God and Lord of aQ, blessed 

wr <<«^enMB>6. Look dovn in mer^ and com- 

passaoa mas IVr dwdling, bear my prayers and 

raf ij Jk liuiu ; and ddfacr me finom ril temptations 

^^iiiewwid.tbeAesb»and the deriL Take not 

IVr |enK>^fixaBme; let me never want Thy hdp 

» avr iMi^d. nor Tby oondbit in die di^ of ray 

^iPWXf «)d csbonitT. Xerer by me beyond my 

jtren^Efik norattd me beyond my patience nor 

$niitic me but widi a ^tber s love. I have no 

$ci>Mt^ «f mr own ; Tboa art my confidence, my 

xw:k« and my stroi^ sahration. Sare me, O God| 

Avm fht^ mismes of this worid, and never let me 

fftffi^ f V riitam'**** ^ *^**^ nest. iLescKu^TOft^m 
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fliertsvils I hove done, and preserve me from the 
enls I have deferred : that, living before Thee 
wilth a clean heart, and undefiied body, and sanc- 
tified spirit, I niaj, at the daj of judgment, be pre- 
sented pore and spotless by the blood of the 
Lamb: that I may sing eternal hallelujahs in 
heavenly places to the honour of Grod our Saviour, 
who hath redeemed our souls from death, our 
eyes from tears, and our feet from falling, (iraiit 
this, in the richness of Thy mercy, through Jesus 
Christ our Liord, Amen. 



S. A Prayer agairut the Temptation of the 
PFarltiy the Flesh, and the Devil. 

O most merciful and mighty God, the FortrcHS 
bl^ the Faithful, a Rock of Defence, and a Refuge 
of- all -distressed souls, who knowest me to be set 
in the midst of so great dangers, that without 
Thy help I cannot avoid my ruin: I beseech 
Thee, keep my body and soul from all tcmpt- 
actonsand snares of the Devil, and suffer not my 
senses to wander abroad in matters of pleasures 
and delights, which are to no purpose* 
7 Good Lord I take from me that which is 
deformed and polluted by my corrupt nature ; and 
work and estafalish me in ttiat wViVdv'Y\\^ V^vwv,^ 
batA wmught in me; that hftvuif^.ilk '^^vi. 

P 2 



^'a^Rsatilts df ltite;efneby; • 1^'Mie noting Hrttiftt 
awtr^lQr gei}8iitiity ^^lijr^ oi^^fef "ddrf^ 
flesh, but give me power to tame my hodyi'ih^ 
by sobriety, moderatieB^ -oiid abntip^ce from 
superfluous things, I may bring it into such sub- 
jection, as J may better ^etye: Thee, and walk in 
the Spirit. 

' Lord, sequester me from the darkness, filth- 
iness, and deceitfuL^ess of this world, that I be 
not fashioned like unto. -it^ to fpllow the multi- 
tude ; but, being changed by the renewing of my 
mind, I may walk uprightly and godlily, looking 
for the blessed appearing of my Lord and Sa:viour 
Jesus Christ. O Lord, be favourable and gracious 
tiifito me in the day' of triiEd, and letid iAe no fur- 
ther into any temptation, than Thou wilt 'make 
me able. to bear. Grant, O Lord, that Jjoaay witl| 
strong faith resist Satan, and by watdiing, .i^tbg, 
and prayer, may mortify the lust of the #C9h ; 
and, by continual meditation on Thy holy law, I 
may Avoid the foolish vanities and dange^6us 
jpleaisures of this world. ' - \ 

; .'L^t not knowledge puff me tip;* prbs)^At^ 
mislead me; poverty dismay me ;' sid^nekif titth 
p^ Into impatience.; nor this life bring npe toi dis- 
trust in Thy providence, or force me tp^^:«0d( 
i9#il»vr^l means to win them. > .j, t. v..r 

" ''9iiWwef O lioRiy,- with Thy ^mt \^«tt!(MW!eA^ 
me with Thy presence ; and let «C^\ TVi^ <^^Si^ 
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t^ 4>e ^effectmd^ worlmg pf ,Thy. power, which, in 
eysft,\m9/i9i perfect through weakness^ even for 
J9SUS Christ hU sake, our only Lord and Saviour* 



CHAPTER 11. 



BBVOTIONS FOR THOSE WHO ARE << AFFLICXED 

IN BODY." 



SECTION I. 

PBAYEaS ADAPTED TO A REASON OF GRBAT . t 

MORTALITY. . . 

The LoKD killeth and maketh alive ; He bring?tb dawq 
to the grave and bringeth up. 1 Sam. ii. 6. 

I. A PenUmtiai Confession and StqftpUcatkm 
during the Prevalence of a Pestilential Ep^' 
demie,^ 

O Almighty, most just, and merciful God, wq 
here acknowledge ourselves most unworthy to 
Ufl up our eyes unto heaven ; for our conscience 
doth accuse us, and our sins do reprove us. 'Wf^ 

^ Tins admirable prayer is copied from ** Certain PrayiftW 
Allotted out of a form of Godly Meditations," set forth b;^ 
royal authority in 1603, and « imprinted at - Londofi) ^^r 
JKobert Barker, printer to tho kiog*a most exfj0ll9O|/iDa- 
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ako tliatllioii^LBi^ beii9'«jiifeiliijiiidg(p 
■mst needs pmuali the uu of iheaa-iiwkadMirmaA 
grem Tbj hm. And iriien ^wecConttdar.'iaHi 
exunine all oar whole life, we find nodiBigoiq 
ourselves that deserreth ai^ other titing-httji 
eternal danmadon. Bat becaose Thoi^ O Londj 
of Thj onqpeakable mercy, hast oommanded in 
in an oar necessities to call on]jiqpQnlliee;and 
hast also promised diat Thoa wih hear, oitf 
pn^ers, not for any oar desert (which is none), 
hot for the merits of Thy Son our otdy Sttviotd^ 
Jesus Christ, whom Thoa hast ordained to be our 
only Mediator and Interoesscnr : we lay away sB 
confidence in man, and do flee to the throne of 
Thy only mercy, by -the intercession of Thy only 
Son oar Saviour Jesos Chrvt. 

And, first of all, we do most lament and bewa3# 
from the bottom of our hearts, our .unkindaeftq 
and onthankfiilness towards Thee our Lord ; ooo^ 
sidering that besides those Thy benefits which we 
enjoy as Thy creatures, common with all man* 
kind, Thou hast bestowed many and sm^oiac 
special benefits upon us, whidi we are not able in 
heart to conceiye, much less in words worthily, to 
express. Thou hast called us to the knowledgoof 
Thy gospel. Thou hast released us firom the hard 
servitude of Satan. Thou hast delivered us from 
idolatry, wherein we were utterly drowned^, and 
hast.broi^t us into the most dear and coinfiM^ 
aide light ofThy blessed word*, \>y xHaawVi^:** 
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deserved, and yet I can need no relief so great 
as Thy mercy is : for Thou art uifinitely more 
merciful than I can he miserable : and Thy 
mercy, which is above all thine own works, is 
transcendently above all my sin and all my mi- 
sery. Holy Jesus ! let me trust in Thee for 
ever, and let me never be confounded. Amen. 



4. A Prayer against Despair,* 

O God of Mercy, forasmuch as I have many 
ways transgressed Thy holy precepts, contemned 
Thee our Lord and Maker, and offended Thy 
Divine Majesty, greatly am I grieved in mind, 
and stand wonderfully in fear of Thine everlast- 
ing displeasure. And although Thine holy word 
dofh tender me pardon and remission of my sins 
toruly, yet have I not grace as yet to apprehend 
the same : for busy is our most cruel and crafly 
adversary, and doth labour to bring us from all 
hope and comfort of salvation. The only remedy, 
which we have against this our deadly adversary, 
is, that we never doubt of Thy grace and readi- 
ness to forgive our sins. Comfort us at all times, 
especially at the hour of death, and give us grace 
to fasten all our confidence and trust on Thee* 

• From an imperfect copy of tbe " Poor Man's Rest," 
a manuaJ o£ devotion, apparently "ptitvle^ Vitiate '^'i ««^^ «^ 
the sixteenth century, 

O 



IM > jAAnas Ai]kA|>nD ta J^ 
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08ilyft|i«a ThM hast doae^-iiBd ftr we jlWP, 
send aa bovdrcd, tf Tlwa dwWfart pMV.vpiP^ 
i» nP Iboie Tlr^ tfrtiiminigg iif Tlq^ pmHtjUII; 
wrath, which in timei past 11w» povrakt^^^ 
Thine owD dboMo people of Imd : jetdbeeMMt 
Thoa dp ua DO wroqg, neilfaer coald we 4aaf 
but we bad JQSllj deferred the aanew . 

But yet, O merafbl Lord, Thoo art oer. 
God^ and we nothing but dnat and aAca:) 
Thou art our Creator, and we the wodc of 
Tbj bands; Thoa art oar partor, we Tfaj flocks 
Thou art oor Bedeener, and we Thj paopb 
redeemed. Wberefiire paniih na not, O Loid^ 
in Thine anger, but chaiten aa in Thj vtmegm 
Regard not the horror of oor ana» but our aart 
feigned repentance. Perfect that work whiA 
Hum hast b^un in us, that the whole worid wuf ' 
know that Thou art our God and mercilid Duli i 
verer* Thy people Inael ofteatimea ofTcnded. 
Thee» and Thou most jnatly afflictedat themi bofr: 
as oft as they returned unto The^ Thoa didslL 
receiTe them to Thy merqr* And though their 
sins were never so great, yet Thou always 
tumedst away Thy wrath from them, and |he 
punishment prepared for them, and that fin; Th/j 
covenant sake> which Thou madest with Tiqf; 
senrants, Abraham, Isaacs and Jacob. Thou hast; 
made the same covenant with us (O heavend^- 
I^a^er)or rather a covenant o€ moia «««iSft«B«9. 
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anidHcacfi and thati namely, through the me^ 
dtelion of Thy dear Son Jesus Christ our Saviour, 
widi whose most precious blood, it pleased Thee, 
tbat this covenant should be, as it were, written, 
sealed, and confirmed. 

Wherefwe, O heavenly Father, we now, cast- 
ing away all confidence in ourselves or any other 
creature, do flee to this most holy covenant and 
testament ; wherein our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ once offered himself a sacrifice for us on 
the cross, and hath reconciled us unto Thee for 
ever; Look, therefore, O merciful God, not upon 
the sins which we continually commit ; but upon 
our mediator and peacemaker Jesus Christ, that, 
by His intercession. Thy wrath may be pacified, 
and we again by Thy fatherly countenance re- 
lieved and comforted. Receive us also into Thy 
heavenly defence ; and govern us by Thy Holy 
Spirit, to firame in us a newness of life, therein to 
laud and magnify Thy blessed name for ever; 
and to live every one of us, according to the 
several state of life whereunto Thou, Lord, hast 
ondaihed us, in godly fear and trembling before 
Thee. 

And although we are unworthy (O heavenly 
Faiher) by means of our former evil life, to crave 
any thing of Thee ; yet, because Thou hast com- 
manded us to pray for all men, we most humbly 
here upon our knees beseech Thee to save and 
dtffatd Thy Holy CViutcYv. "Be t&^xc:\S>3^,^Vss^V 



to all commonweals, countries, princes, and ma- 
gistrates, and especially to this our realm, and to 
our most gracious King and governor. Increase 
the number of* godly ministers; endue them 
with Thy grace, to be found faithful and prudent 
in their office. Defend the King's Majesty's 
council, and all' that be iu authority under him, 
or that serve in any place by his commandment 
for this realm. 

We commend also to Tliy Fatherly naercy all 
those, that be in poverty, exile, imprisonment, 
sickness, or any other adversity; and, namely, 
those whom Thy hand hath now touched with any 
contagious and dangerous sickness; which we 
beseech Thee, O Lord, of Thy mercy (when Thy 
blessed will is), to remove from us : and in the 
mean time grant us grace and true repentance, 
steadfast faith, and constant patience, that, whe- 
ther we live or die,we may always continue Thine, 
and ever praise Thy holy name, and by Tby 
great mercy be partakers of grace in this life, and 
eternal glory in the life to come. Grant us these 
and all other our humble petitions (O merciful 
Father) for Thy dear Son's sake Jesua Christ our! 
I.or4> Amen. 

h;i; . _____ 
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4 Psalm from the Scriptareg, for a Seaion trf. 
Pestiktux.* '1 

O come, let us humble ourselves, and fall down 
before the Lord : with reverence and godly feur- 
(Psalm xcv. 6. Heb. xii. 28.) 

For He is the Lord our God : and we are the 
people of His pasture, and the sheep of His 
hand. (Paalm xcv. 7.) 

Let UB repent and turn every one from his 
evil ways : and the Lord will turn and repent, 
and turn away from His fierce anger, that we 
perish not. (Jonah iti. 8, 9.) 

For Thy name's sake, O Lord : be merciful to 
our sin, for it is great. (Paalm xxv. 10.) 

Have mercy upon us, O Lord, after Thy great 
goodness : according to the multitude of Thy 
tneMes do away our offences. 

Wash us throughly from our wickedness : and 
cleanse us from our sins. (Psalm 11. I, 2.) 

O remember not our sins and offences : but 
according to Thy mercy think Thou upon us, for 
Thy goodness. (Psalm xxv. 6.) 

Help us, O God of our salvation, for the glory 
of Thy Name : O deliver us, and be merciful 
unto U8, for Thy Name's sake. (Psalm Ixxix. 9.) 

• From the Form of Prasst toi ** wi\BnM\ Faa^heU 
on March Slit, 1S3S. 



IXMB. 



168 r!tAAVttRS AnJkPTt^ YO'A^" 

Beholdy the eye of the Lord is upon them that 
feiBff Hhn iaad tupo/ii theiA 'th«(-{liitt!M9)rdfoit in 
His mercy. (Psaln^ xxxiiL .17.} . 

To deliTer their soiil m>m death": the&' f 



;i . 




fropoL t^ars^ and their feet from fidling, 

CZYl* 8.) 

Thou art our King^ O God: send he^. imito 
Jacob. (Pl9alm xliv. 5.) 

Deliver us from the noisome pestilehce: let 
Thy fidthfldness and truth be our shield, and 
buckler. 

Pjreserve us from all terror by n^ht: and 
from the arrow that flieth by day. , / ' 

From the pestilence that walketh in darfcn^s ; 
and from the sickness that destroyed! in ^ne 
noonday. (Psalm xci. 3— 6.) ' ,' 

Give Thy holy angels charge of us ; to' ke^ 
us in all our ways. (Psalm xcL 11.) ' f'* 

Let no evil happen to us: nor any pb^ffio 
come nigh our dwellings. (Psalm xci. I(X) .' 
^ Our soul patiently tarrieth fbr the Lord: fir 
He is our help and shield. 
. Let Thy merciful kindness, O Lord, bf^.upi^D 
us : like as we do put our trust in Thee. (iPsUm 
xxxiii. 19. 21.) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and 
to the Holy Ghost ; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ^ver 
4Ghiff 1^ mnrld without end. J^xaen 






^ 



,'[ 9>->f'^'(QWW>od'9'<M' A> o Season of Peatilenee. ■ 

Most gracious Fatlicr and God, wlio liast pro- 
' tmeed forgiveness of sins to all tiiem that witli 
Tiearty repentance and true faith turn unto Tliee, 
look clown, we beseedi I'iiee, from heaven Thy 
dwelling place, upon us Thy unworthy servants, 
tfho, under an awful apprehension of Thy judg' 
iDcnts, and a deep conviction of our own sinful- 
ness, prostrate ourselves before Thee. Have 
pity, O Lord, have pity on Thy people, and 
remove from us that grievous disease, agaii)«t 
which our only security is la Thy compassion. 
We confess with shame and contrition, that, in 
the pride and hardness of our hearts, we hare 
shewn ourselves unthankful for Thy inercie8,,and 
have followed our owu imaginations instead of 
Thy holy laws. Yet cast us not uway, Lord, 
iri diBpleasure, but give us time for consideration 
^d repentance, so that receiving Thy fatherly 
correction with meekness, and turning from our 
evil ways, we may be preserved in body and soul 
^t'Thy mighty protection, through the merits 
of our only Mediator and Advocate Jesus Christ. 



, , Q God, who at the prayer of David Thy ser- 
vant didst stay the hand of the de^Uo^uiiL^ ^»K^V 
—'-— •■• — 3 lifted up against IcTwa'iievft, a»^ ~ 



&v.^««^ 
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thG repentance of Nineveh didst spare that einfal 
city, vouchMife In like manner to bow down 
Thine ear to our prayer, and to accept oui re- 
pentance. Withdraw Thy chastisements from 
us, O Lord, and whilst Tliou preservest our 
bodies from disease, so cleanse our hearts from all 
sinful aifections, that, evermore striving to please 
Thee in newness of life, we may by Thee be 
defaided from all evil, for the sake of Thy ever 
blessed Son Jeaua Christ our Lord. Amen. 



O Father of mercies, and God of all comfort, 
our only help in time of need, we beseech Thee 
to inspire our hearts with so deep a sense of our 
own weakness and frailty, and such steadfast 
trust in Thy Providence, that we may neither 
neglect the means of preservation, nor look for 
success in the use of them, without Thy blessing; 
but that keeping our bodies in temperance, and 
our minds in peace, and succouring each other 
in necessity, we may cast all our care upon Thee, 
with continual supplication and prayer, that this 
visitation may turn to our profit, and help us 
forward In the way of salvation, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen, 



O Almighty God, who \iv vWrnrav^ instances 
''mortality which encotnpaaB m ow t^w-j *As, ^ 
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doet call upon us ecriously to consider the short- 
ness of our time liere upon earth, and remindcst 
us that in the midst of life n-e arc in death, so 
teach us to number our dnys that wc may apply 
our hearts unio wisdom. Give us grace to turu 
unto Thee with timely repentance, and thus to 
obtain, through the merits of our Saviour, tliat 
pardon to-day, which to-morrow it may be too 
late to seek fur ; that so being strengthened by 
Thy good Spirit against the terrors of death, and 
daily advancing'in godliness, we may at all times 
be ready to give up our souls into Thy hands, O 
gracious Father, in the hope of a blessed immor- 
tality, tlirough the mediation, and for the merits, 
of Jeaus Christ our Lord. Anien. 



4. Prayeri, that we may be prepared for Death. 
(1.) Chiefly from tite Holy Scriptures. 
O everlasting God, make me wise to consider 
tny latter end, as knowing that Thou wilt bring 
me to death, and to the House appointed for all 
living. Prepare my heart to seek Tliee, OLord, 
before I go hence, and be no more seen ; before,! 
go, whence 1 shall not return, [when] I shall be- 
hold man no more with the inhabitants of the 
world. For the grave cannot praise Thee ; they 
that go down into the pvl nannoxV<i>^»i'^SK'V«^ 
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truth. On the bed of Bickness> when the tinie of 
my departure is at hand; "in the hour of deaths 
and in the day oi judgment, good Lord deliver 
me.** Let me die the death of the righfeeous, and 
let my last end be like his, that I may receive of 
Thee a crown of life, through the merits of my 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. (Dent 
xxxii. 29. Job xxx. 23. 2 Chr. xxx. 19* Pdal. 
xxxix. 13. Job X. 21. I8a.xxxviii. ] 1. 18. PsaL 
xli. 3. 2 Tim. iv. 6. The Litany. Numb* xxiiL 
10. Rev. ii. 10.) 



(2.) From the Offices of th^ Church. 

O God, whose days are without end, and whose 
mercies cannot be numbered ; make me, 1 beseech' 
Thee, deeply sensible of the shortness and un- 
certainty of human life. In the midst of life I 
am in death ; of whom may I seek for succour, 
but of Thee, O Lord, who for my sins art justly 
displeased. O grant me unfeigned repentance 
for all the errors of ray life past, and a steadfast 
faith in Thy Son Jesus ; that my sins may be done 
away by Thy mercy, and my pardon sealed in 
heaven before I go hence and be no more seen. 
Let Thy Holy Spirit lead me through this vale of 
misery in righteousness and holiness all the days 
of my life ; that when I shall have served Thee 
in' my generation, I maybe gathered unto my 



Fatbfifty^,,ba«ing the itasitmoiiy.of a good ow^r 
^eiwce; in the commtmiQn of the catholic church; 
ui tto confidence of a certain &ith ; in the com* 
fort of a reasonable^ holj hope^ in fayour with 
Tbee^ my God* and in perfect charitj with the 
wodd* Fit and preparb me, O heavenly Father^ 
Bginmnt the hour of death, that I may then com-* 
meii4 a^J soul into the hands of a faithful Creator 
aiad most mercifid Saviour. And do Thou wash 
it in the blood of that Immaculate Lamb who was 
slain for the sins of the world ; that whatsoever 
defilements it may have contracted, being purified 
and done away^ it may without spot be presented 
unto Thee. Grant, O Almighty God, with whom 
do live the spirits of them that depart hence in 
the Lord, and with whom the souls of the faith- 
ful, after they are delivered from tlie burthen of 
the fiesh, are in joy and felicity, that> with all 
them that are departed in the true faith of Thy 
H<4y Name, I may have my perfect consum- 
mation and bliss, both in body and soul, in Thy 
eternal and everlasting glory, through Jesus Christ 
our L<H'd. Amen. 



(9.) A Prayer for a blessed Departure^ to he used 
either in the Time of Health or in Sickness. 

O blessed Jesu, Fountain of eternal mercy, 
the Life of the Soul, and g\ono\3k^ CQiW3^^x.^x wq; 
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dt.Air. uLd s^ I ImsaLj beseedi Tbee to give^fi 
LTofv ».:- (•:' sw«£jui i^is cmiKitoiy life, tliiiwlM|i 
the dar c: zs-j acsl::^ sh&L oorae, in the miilrt |f 
all mv poixis I zut xc^ xhe sveet refireBhap<tf 
'Ihy HoW Spir.c ^zvczfordz^ mj soul, soiUail 
mine indnnicics^ ajad reaieru^ all my H|iuMl 
necci^sities : aad ^lacLX. ti:ai ib the nnitj of Alv 
holy catholic cLurt:3& xod in tbe int^rit|f:ltf ' 
Chmtian Faith, wish confidence and hopetfi 
'i'liy mercy, in great lore towards Tliee, in pMI 
with my neighbours and in charity with aU (tt 
world, I may, thnn^ Thy grace, depart houp 
out of this vale of miserr, and go into thatg^ 
riouH country, where Thou hast purchased Hk 
iiiheritunce for us with the price of Thy molt 
jirfcioUH hhmd, and reignest in it glorioiislyi ifc 
thi! Unity of Tiiy Father and ours^ and Thy Holf 
Spirit and uur Comforter, ever one God worid 
without end. Amen. 



(i. ) 'I iU-rt^Pt't i/iat toe may be prepared fif 

Death. 

I'.lrvunl MMil (liirhiuif;cable Jehovah ! so teach 
nio * \n wwwAwv inv diiys, that I may apply ray 
heart, unto m IpiUmu. May I ever remember, that 
it is appouHiul uudi nuui once to die; and that 

• The wiml me nml / iimy \w changed into us and we 
It iJiib pruycr hv iistMl in rt fitltiiiy. 
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shalt not eat of it : cursed is the ground for thy 
sake ; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days 
of thy life. In the sweat of thy face shalt thou 
eat bread, till thou return unto the ground ; for 
out of It wast thou taken : for dust thou art, and 
unto dust shalt thou return. (Gen. iii. 6. 17. 19.) 

By one man sin entered into the world, and 
dea^ by sin ; and so death passed upon all men, 
fi^r all that have sinned. (Rom. v. 12.) 

It is appointed unto men once to die. (Heb. 
ix. 27-) 

All go unto one place ; all are of the dust, and 
all turn to dust again. (Eccles. iii. 20.) 

For when the breath of man goeth forth, he 
shall turn again to his earth; and then all his 
thoughts perish. {PsaL cxlvi. 3.) 

And he (as a rotten thing) consumeth, as a 
garment that is moth-eaten. (Job xiii. 28.) 

The voice said. Cry : and he said, What shall 
I cry ? All flesh is grass, and all the goodliness 
tbepreof is as the flower of the field. The grass 
with^reth, the flower fadeth ; because the Spirit 
o^ the Lord bloweth upon it : surely the people 
i$,gfas8. (Isa. xl. 6, 7.) 
r^Jj^^r what is your life? It is even a vapour, 
tha!t appeareth for a little time, and then vanish- 
etb a^ay. (James iv, 14.) 

O tliat they were wise ; that they understood 
this V that they would consider their latter end. 
(Deut. xxxii. 29.) 



SBCIMTTOUS PRWf 
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On the Certainty of a Future Judgmtnt, and a 
the Necessity of beijig always preparal Jor it. 

Truly the liglil ih sweet; and a pleaaont thing 
it is for the eyes to behold the sun : but if a 
man five many years, and rejoice in them all ; yet 
let him remember the days of darkoesB, for they 
sha!) be many : all tliat coraeth is vanity. Re- 
joice, young man, in thy youth ; and lei ihy 
heart cheer tiiee in the days of thy youth ; and 
walk in the ways of thy heart, and in the sight of 
tjiine eyes : but know thou that for all these 
things God will bring thee into judgment. For. 
God shall bring every work into judgment, witlt, 
every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether^ 
it be evil. (Eccles. xi. 7—9-; xii. 14.) , 

Because lie hath appointed a day, in the which 
He will judge the world in righteousoess, by that 
Man whom He hath ordained; whereof He hath 
given assurance unto all men, in that He bath 
raised Him from the dead. (Acts xvii. SI.) 

But the doy of the Lord will come as a thief 
in the night, in the which the heavens shall pass 
a'waywithagreatnoise,Bndtheelements shall melt 
with fervent heat; the earth also, and the w^rks. 
that are therein, shall be burnt up. (2 Pet. iii.&^) 

Watch therefore, for ye know not h' 
your Lonf dolh come. (Mav 
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At midnight there was a cry made, Behold, 
the Bridegroom cometb ; go ye out to mtet Him, 
And the- Bridegroom came ; and they that were 
ready went in with Him to the marriage ; and 
the door was shut. Afterward came also the 
irther virgins, saying. Lord, Lord, open unto us. 
But He answered and said, Verily, I say unto you, 
I know you not. (Matt, xxv: 6. 10—12.) 

Be ye therefore ready. And take hoed to 
yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be over- 
cbarged with surfeiting and drunkenness, and 
cares of this life, and so tliat day eome upon you 
unawares. (Luke xii. ^0.; xxi. 34.) 

Let your loins be girded about, and your lights 
burning : and ye yourselves like unto men that 
wait for their Lord, when He will return from 
tbe wedding, that when He comcth and knocketh, 
they may open unto Him immediately. Blessed 
ar6 those servants, whom the Lord, when lis 
cdmeth, shall find watching: verily, I say unto 
you, that He shall gird himself, and make them 
to sit down to meat, and will come forth and 
serve them. And if He shall come in the second 
watch, or come in the third watch, and find tbeni' 
so; blessed are those servants. Be ye therefore, 
ready also; for the Son of Man cometh at an 
hour when ye think not. (Luke xii. 35 — 38. 40.) 




tttt) 

has .-MiTI 
.x>na.vi,]. Selection III. 

^lifie SJiOTtiiess and Vaniii/ of t/iis,Z^j^ 
Man tJiaC is born of a woman is aC Sefb^ 

!nid'.l6^ of tronble. He cometh fwth Sft 
&^et,MAd is cut down ; lie fleeth also as a^nll 

>^q4 ^™''<^"^(h °<)t- ^'"t dictli and w 

«»(^fifr;fja, man givetli up the gho&t ; andj' 
is he(i>i illia days are determined ; the 
his moDths are with Thee ; Thoti liast appc^ 
his bounds that he cannot pose. (Job 
10. 5.) 

Lordt make me to know mine end, and I 
meaiure of my days, what it is ; that I may k 
how frait I am. Behold, Thou hast made 
dayB as an hand-breath, and mine age U 

'§i6&&ig' before Thee : verily every nmn 'at^l 
best ^tate ia altogether vanity. (Psal. xxjtiit.'A I 

'-^ ■R(r'4' thousand yeara in Tliy sight ai4'Ub 
yesterda^, seeing that is past aa a watclt W4 

As soon as Tliou scatterest them, tllby^ 
'eV^-atf 1^ sleep ; and fade away suddenly fflte^j 
grass.'-' ' ' '-'"^ 

"'"ti"fti& morning it is green, and groweiirv 
'ttlHil'tl** evening it ia tut down, dried up, ii 

'' 'Tte^.*4i6n8dfne awy in Tby m^m^ 
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Thou hast set our misdeeds before Thee, and 
our secret sms iii the li^t of Thy countenance. 

For when Thou art angry, all our days are 
gone ; we bring our years to an end, as it were a 
tale that is told. 

Tlie days of our age are threescore years and 
ten : and though men be so strong, that they 
oome to fourscore years; yet is their strength 
tiien but labour and sorrow ; so soon passeth it 
away, and we are gone. (Psal. xc. 4 — 10.) 



Selection IV. 

Supplicatory for Pardon of Sin. 

Lord, what is my hope ? truly my hope is even 
in Thee* (Psal. xxxix. 8.) 

I have sinned: what shall I do unto Thee, 6 
Thou preserver of men ? (Job vii. 20.) 

I will confess my wickedness, and be sorry for 
. my sin* (Job xxxviii. 18.) 
, I said I will take heed unto my ways, that I 
offend not in my tongue. (Job xxxix. 1 .) 

When Thou with rebukes dost chasten man 
for sin, Thou makest his beauty to consume away 
like as it were a moth fretting a garment ; every 
man therefore is but vanity. For man walketh 
in a vaia shadow, and dkc{av^V^\!Ci\v\\si'ik€& \^n^^ 
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he heapeth up riches, and cannot tell who shall 
gather them. Hear my prayer, O Lord, and with 
Thine ears consider my calling : hold not Thy 
peace at my tears. For I am a atranger with 
Thee, and a sojourner, as all my fathers were. 

O spare me a little, that I may recover my 
strength, before I go hence, and be no more seen, 
(PsaL xxxU. 12. 7- 13—15.) 

O remember not against us our former ini- 
quities : let Thy tender mercies speedily prevent 
UE. Help us, O God of ray salvation, for the 
glory of Thy name : deliver us ; and purge away 
our sins, for Thy name's sake. (Psal. Ixxix. 8, 9.) 

Deal bountifully with Tliy servant, that I may 
live, and keep Thy word. (Psal. cxix. 7.) 

So teach us to number our days, that we may 
apply our hearts unto wisdom. (Psal. xc. 12.} 

Let me die the death of the righteous ; and let 
my last end be hke his. (Numb, xxiii. 10.) 

O send out Thy light and Thy truth ; let them 
lead me, let them bring me unto Thy h6ty,)ittt 
and to Thy tabernacles. (Psal. xllii. 3.) 



iOUi 
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LECTION V. ■ '"i" '-iiliaa 

■^ilT Jon LI .,1 -_, , ...■;;,1T 

tttOn rt«r**qertQ(>H5* of the Time oj our A«4-j,, 

I must work the works of Him that eent t/ie 
while it is day : the night cometh when no man 
can work. (John ix. 4.) 

For man knoweth not his time : as the fishes 
that are taken in an evil net ; and as the birds 
ib»t are caught in the snare ; eo are the sons of 
tnen snared in an evil time, when it folleth sud- 
denly upon them. (Eccles. ix. 12.) 

God, Thou knowest my foolishness, and piy 
sins are not hid from Thee. (Psal. Isix. 5.) 

Remember, I beseech Thee, that Thou hast 
thade me as the clay ; and wilt Tliou bring me 
into dust again ? Are not my days few? Cease 
ihen, and let me alone, that I may take comfort 
a little, before I go wlience I shall not return, 
even to the land of darkness, and the shadow of 
death: — A land of darkness, as darkness itself; 
and of the shadow of death, without any order; 
and where the light is as darkness. (Job x. 9- 
20—22.) 

1 would seek unto God, and unto God would 
1 commit my cause. Though He slay me, yet 
will I trust in Him. (Job v. 8. ; xiii, 15.) 

For He hath said, I will never leave thee, nor 
fyraake thee. (Heb. xVi\. 5.^ 

BL 1 



.Jlii ^isoiivf-j 3'i d ;ud ,i1mi-.»[ ton bURida raill 

X^ Old Immorlaiiti/ bronchi to Liglit through, ilic- 
Gospel. — Uiiiversaliiy oftkeLast Jttdgni/aiU ; 

The Lord killelh, and maketh alive; Hebringetll 
clown to the grave, and bringeth up. (I Sam.ii. B.y 

God is our God fi.r ever and ever : He will be 
our guide even unto death. (Psal. Xlviii. 14^^ 

What time I am afraid, I will trust in Thee. - 

Yea, though I walk througli the valley of die 
shndow of death, I will fear no evil ; for Thou art' 
witli me ; Thy rod and Thy staff they ctnafert' 
me. (Psal. Ivi. 3. ; xxiii. -t.) 

For I know whom 1 have bdieved, and am' 
^'suttded that He is abie to keep that which V 
have committed unto Him against that dayj ' 

Wlio hath saved us, and called us with an holy 
eolling, not according to our works, but accofdhig' 
to Ilia own purpose a.nd grace, which was giVeit" 
ns in Christ Jesus before the world began ; But 
is now made manifest, by the appearing «f«i!ir 
8aV ion r Jesus Christ. Who hath abolished Jealhi' 
and hath brought life and immortality to' l^lif 
througli the Gospel. (2 Tim. i. 12.9, la)' -■'' 

For as in Adam all die; even soin Chriilsfadi 
all be made alive. (I Cor. xv. 22.) ' " 'i^ 
' 'For God 90 loved the wot\A, ftml ftei^erve.HIs 
rtn//'Se^ten Son, tbal w\iwroeicT ine\v««SE*^« 



TljUt SCtUPIVftCfi. ii$ 

Htm ihould not periish, but have evcrla^liiig life. 
(John iii. 16.) 

And tbis is the Father's will Which halh sent 
Jie, that of all whicli He hath given Mc I shoul^ 
Iffee nothing, but should raise it up again at the 
last day. I am He that Itveth, and was tluad; 
and behold, I ant alive for evermorer Amen; and 
b^e the keys of hell, aiid of death. (John vi. 39. 
IU<. i. IS.) 

Death is swallowed up in victory. ( 1 Cor. xv. 
54.) 

I saw a great white throne, and Him that sat 
on it: firom Whose face the earth and the heaven 
fled away, and tliere was found no place ibr them. 
And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before 
God, aud the books were opened ; and another 
book was opened, which is the book of life : and 
the dead were judged out of those things which 
were written in ttie books, according to their 
works. And the sea gave up the dead whicli 
were in it, and death and hell delivered up the 
iletul which were in them ; and they were judged 
every man according to their works. And death 
and hdl were cast into the lake of fire. And 
whosoever was not found written in the book of 
life, was cabt into the lake of fire. (Rev. xx. 
11—15.) 

The fearful, and unbelieving, and tlic abomin- 

aUe, and murderers, and whorenioogers, and 

sorcerers, and idolatersi and q\\ \\a.t&, &haU have 
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}ir part in the lake which bnrnelh with fiteini 
mstone, which ia the second death. Sul he 
It orercoraeth, Rhall inherit all things ; and 1 
|] be his God, and he shall be My son. (Hev, 

1. 8. 7.) 



r Selection VII. 

Ki Me Certainly tif Death, and of a General 
^' Hesurrection to Eternal Life. 

Inhere ig a tiiue to be born, and a time to die, 
fedes. iii. 2.) 

li/know that Thou wilt bring tne to death, and 
rthe house appointed for all living. Whtm a 
w yetirs are come, then I shall go the vty 
hence Ishall not return. (Job kxx.SS.; HTij22.) 

If I wait, the grave is mine house ; I have made 
y bed in tlie (tarbneas. 

(i'bave said to corruption, Thou art ray fatlier; 
jthe worm, Tliou art iny mother and my Bift«r. 
Fob xvii. 13, 14.) 

All flesh shall perish together; and man shall 
im again unto dust. (Job xxxiv. 15.) 
"Our days on the earth arc as a shadoiv, and 
lere is none abiding. (I Chron. xxxix. 15.)' 

What man is he that Hveth, ami shall not sec 
tuth? Sbali liC deliver h\« BOU.V Vtoia the hand 
Hne ffmvc ? ( Psal. \x«tvx. 4a.^ - ^>V.a 
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Man being in honour abiileth not : be is like 
the beasts that perish. He shall go to tlie geaer- 
atiwi of his fathers : they shall never Bee tight. 
(PsaLxlix. 12. 19.) 

Tliey are laid in the grave : death shall feed on 
; them ; and their beauty shall consume in the 
I grave from their dwelling. But God will redeem 
j my soul from tlie power of the grave ; for He 
' shall receive me. (Psal. xlix. 1*, 15.) 
I Therefore my heart is glad ; and my glory re- 

joiceth ; my flesh also shall rest in hope. (Psal. 
I xvi. 9.) 

' For I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that 

' He shall stand at the latter day upon the earth: 

And though after my sltin, worms destroy this 

; body ; yet in my flesh shall I see God. (Job xix. 

■ 25, 26.) 

■ For to this end Christ both died, and rose, and 

■ revived, that He might be Lord both of the dead 
' and living. (Rom. xiv. 9.) 

' : ■ For He must reign, till He hath put all enemies 
I , Hndur His feet. The last enemy that shall be 
, destroyed is death. {1 Cor. sv. 25, 26-) 
I lj 1 O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where 
is thy victory ? The sting of death is sin ; and 
fi thestrength of sin is the law. But thanks be to 
' God, Which giveth us the victory, through our 
', ■.■■iMTd Jesua Christ. (1 Cor.xv. 55—57.) ■ ■ 
I briM^Wlio shall change our vile body, that it may be 
I faaiiioDtid like unto His g\otVQ^).5^iui'J^«KW»^■i5»t, 



IMi sKLBermsa.WBMmi 

tdrtM^tHovkiiig wk&sjAj Heiv.dbleielaeirtoSyib- 
cUiejdl^iiigs untaHionelf; (PIifl.«iiL SIm^ • ' ^- 
Jesus said unto her, I am the resutreetion.iind; 
the lifife: he that bdieveth in Me, tfaotii^^iie 
were dead, jet «haU he live. And whotoev^-^ 
llveth and believeth in Me, shall never dieii- 
(John xL 25, 26.) 

: .For if we believe that Jesus died, and rosr- 
again, even so them also which sleep in Jcsus: 
will God bring with Him. For the Lord Himself 
ahall descend from heaven with a shout, with the 
voice of the archangel, and with the trump of 
God; and the dead in Christ shall rise first* 
Then we which are alive and ranain shall be 
caught up together with them in the doodsytft 
meet the Lord in the air, and so shall we ever be 
with the Lord. (I Thess. iv. 14. 16, 17.) ■' 



Selection VIII* 

Death the Lot ofaU Mm. — Tribtdation the Wa^ 
to the Kingdom of God, — The Felicity of the 
Righteous. 

..Is there not an appointed time to man upon 
earth? Are not his days also like the days of 9fi 
hireling? (Job vii. 1.) 

Wft are but of yesterday, and know nothing; 
because Ofur days upon earth are a shadow. ( J^ 
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•Hftadveii in faouBca of day, whose foundation 
ia in tii^ dust, which are crushed before the moth. 
(Job. iv. 19.) 

Wise men also die, and pertBh together, as well 
ai tJie ignorant and foolisli, and leave ttieir riches 
for other. (Psal. xlix. 19.) 

There is no man that hath power over tlie 
Spirit, to retain the Spirit : neither hath he power 
in the day of death ; and there is no discharge in 
that war. (Eeclcs. viii. 8.) 

He Cometh in with vanity, and departeth in 
darkneu ; and his name shall be covered witlk 
darkness. (Eccles. vi. i.) ['..i 

One dieth in his full strength, being wbolty-A'f 
erne, end quiet; '> r.i 

His breasts are full of milk, and his bones are 
moistened with marrow : 

And another dieth in the bitlerness of his soul, 
and never eateth with pleasure. 

They shall He down alike in the dust, and the 
D^priBs shall cover them. (Job xxi. 23—26.) 

But I said, O my God, take me not away in 
the midst of mine age : as for Thy years, they 
endure throughout all generations. 

Thou, Lord. In the beginning hast laid tlie 
fblindfltion of the earth ; and the heavens are Uie' 
work of Thy hands. ""' 

' ^Vhey shall perisli • bat Thou shalt endil^ : 
tfceyiaUehril wax old as doth a 6«.tmsnA. ■ -v.iJ 

Aad as a vesture slialt Thou cbanfee *vet6.,«*8l 
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they shall be changed ; but Thou art the same, 
arid Thy years shall not fail. V' ' 

The children of Thy servants shall condtUu^'i 
and their seed shall he established before TJ^ 
(Peal. cii. 24—28.) ' "' 

I will ransom them from the power of the grave: 
I will redeem them from death : O death, I will 
be thy plagues ; O grave, I will be thy destruction, 
(Hoi^ xfii. U.) 

Precious in the sig^t of the Lord is the Satdi ' 
of His saints. (Psal. cxvi, 1,5.) "'"' ' | 

They that sow in tears, shall reap in joy. 

And their inheritance shall be for ever. (Psal- 
csxvi. 5.; xxxvii. 18.) 

I beheld, and lo ! a great multitude, «diich no 
man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, 
and people, and tongues, stood belbre the throne, 
and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, 
and palms in their hands. Tliese are tliey whicb 
came out of great tribulation, and have washed 
their robes, and made them white in the blood of 
the Lamb. Therefore are they before the tlirone j)f 
God, and serve Him day and night in Hia teugli^l' 
and He that sitteth on the throne shaU-^trell 
among them. (Rev. vii. 9. U, 15.) . j : 

He that liath an ear, let him hear wshat ihe 
Spirit saith unto the Churches : To him' t]^t 
overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden opnna, 
and wilJ give him a white Eitonc, 9.v\d in the stone 
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a Bew name written, which no maa. koffrctli 
saving he that rcceiveth it. (Rev, ii. 7.) 

iW same shall be clothed in white raiment; 
and 1 n-ill not blot out his name out of the book 
of life, but I win confess his name before my 
Father, and before Mu angels. 

To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with 
Me in My throne, even as I olao overcame, and 
am set down with My Father in IIk£ throne. 
(Rev. iii. 5. 21.) 



Seleotios IX. 
Refermees to select Chapters of the Roly Scrip- 
tures which may be prqfif(d>ly read during a 
Jmff Ulrtet*. 

Although the whole Bible is the Word of God, 
and of Divine Inspiration, yet there are certain 
portions of that sacred volume, which are more 
peculiarly fitted to the state and confinemeDt of 
the ffick Room, especially during long-continuep 
illness, tiz. "^ 

■ 1; Iso. xnxviii. and 2 Cor. v. '''^ 

2. Lam. iii. and Luke xvi. '■'"" 

-•'h- Job xiv. and John xi. 
">((.' Isa. xxvi, and Luke xv. 
•^Si' Eccles. xi. and James iv. 
<«;-'Mal. iii. and 1 Pet. i. 
7. Isa. Ixiv~ and Matt. xxs. 
















■ *f:^->" 



....-i^rs; ■">•«*: 
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tum from the Beverily of Thy flisplcasiire, and 
Yt«it me with Thy mercy and aalvation. For all 
my BuiB give me great sorrow and contritioa, and 
in my Borrows let Thy comforts sustain me, through 
Jeiua Christ our Lord. Amen. 



2. Psalm XXV. —A Prayei- for Deli 
from Sin and Punishnent. 

O righteous and gracious Lord God, who art 
- the guide of tlie meek, and teacheet the humble 
I and gentle in Thy way, forgive the sias and 
offences of my youth. And, although by them 
., I have deserved Thy wrath and that I be put to 
confusion, yet be Thou pleased to think upon me 
for Thy goodness and according to Tliy mercy ; 
>th>t when Thou hast forgiven me all my sin, and 
-taken away my adversity, and all my misery, 
vlliou muyest keep my soul in perfectnesa and 
rri^teons dealing; that, at last, I may dwell at 
"itaM, free from trouble, and safe from all mine 
t«iemlet, even when I shall inherit die laod of 
I««eriBsting rest, where Tliou livest and reignest, 
• ctfiraal God, world without end. Amen, 



boa ■uftiaUj|«i« -i ,[Ti-''b iiii .-vifctu-t vM. .umI 

Prayer for Pardon, 

' .<0 Lord God, Eternal Judge of men and lan^ 
gds, whose properly is always to have mercy 
and to forgive ; have mercy upon me, who con- 
fess my sins to be so great and many, that, w^c 
not Thy mercy iofiiiite, I might despair of having 
my unrighteousuess forgiven or my sins oovered. 
Preserve me, O God, from the great plagues that 
remain for the ungodly ; and let Thy mercy em- 
brace me on every side. Impute not to me the 
^s I have multiplied against Thee and against 
all the world. let not Thine hand be heavy 
upon me; but forgive the wickedness of coy sin, 
and compass me about with songs of deliverance. 
Then shall I be glad, and rejoice in Thee* O 
Lord, who art become my mighty Saviour ^3 
moat merciful Redeemer. Amen. 



^PsALM XXXVIIL — A Prayer Jor I 

.■| of Sim. .,|„„,3 

O Lord, whoknowest all my desires, andfram 

whom my groaning is not hid, I confess befiwt 

TheD my many wickednesses, and am truly sorry 

^r my sme. My- wickedneases ate ?,anc trt^tiftf 

A*«4 xnttare a sore burthen, taoV«»"<-:j^***te 
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bcBT. My enemy, the devil, is malicious and 
mighty ; my weaknesses are many ; my tempt- 
ations, strong ; my conscience doth busily accuse 
me. Where shall I appear in the day of judg- 
ment ? How shall I stand upright in the eternal 
scrutiny ? My trust ia in thy merits, blessed 
Jesus ; thou art my judge and my advocate. 
Thou shall answer for me, O Lord my God. 
Pat me not to rebuke, O Lord, iu thine anger, 
for it is insupportable; neither let thy whole 
displeasure arise. O let not the arrows of thy 
vengeaDce stick fast in me ; forsake me not,' O 
Lord God of my salvation, who hast redeemed 
me and saved me throngh Jesus Christ our Lord, 
^men. 

.«9HCT>5 '!!■■'■ '■ . .11 

S Pkilr* XXXIX. — ^ MedilfUivn mi the Shi«l 
nets and Vanity of Life ; and a Prayer pr€- 
paralory lo Death. 

O Eternal God, who art without beginning 'or 
end of days. Thou hast given me a short portion 
«f 'Time in the generation of this world; my 
condition is vain, unsatisfying, and full of dis- 
iQUtet^ and 1 have no hope but in Thee, O Lord. 
p jtcacli me lo number my days, lo remember 
imd to know my end, that so I may never. ^ 
aj^i^ Thee ; and grant that I may live sb 
^ww ^y>»g, being of mon.\&ei wa^ ^ail^w&i^ 
% 1 



ted (bngue anil aftecdomii' : 
(liiiovered my Strength lost If)' thl 
SSS, — when I go hence, and am no tin 
["may have a residence in those r 
bti are prepared for the saints by o 
l-Stfviour Jesus Christ. Amen, 



?aALM LI. — A Prayer for the P'. 
Sins and the Restitution of Gods Fai 

y most merciful God, whose goodness 
.the multitudes of tliy mercies are ii 
if have mercy upon me : for my sins I 
ire me, presented by the continual act' 
I troubled conscience. I have sinned 
:e, and done evil in Tliy sight, and' 3 
le Thou art the God of mercy and T 
(emal purity, delighting in thi 
ation of a sinner, 1 present 
;fflce of a troubled spirit, of a brok. 
ttite heart, beseeching Thee to let U-. 
rhy favour and the fire of Thy love 
^'my eins and purify my soul. Make 
i(~neart, O God, and pure hands : and t. 
|ms be as scarlet, yet do Thou make 
{fttiol ! though they be as purple, yet 
jl^ -wliite as snow. Restore tO' m 
S jKj^hand gladness ; let me not be'ft^ 
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s^Mrate from (he sweet refreshings of Tfty feLVoitf 
and presence ; but give me the comlbrta of Tby 
help again, and let Thy good Spirit loose me 
from the bondage of sin, and establish me in the 
liberty and freedom of the bods of God. So ahii|I 
I sing of Thy righteousness, and my lips shi4l 
give Thee praise in the congregation of Thy 
redeemed ones, now, henceforth, and for ever. 
Amen. 



7. Psalm LXXXVIU. — A Prager in Time of 
Sickness and Danger of Death. 

, Lord God of our Salvation, who for om- 
aakcs wert wounded and didst die and lie in the 
grave, but yet, alone of all that ever died, wert 
free among the dead, and by Thine own Power 
didst rise again with victory and triumpli ; have 
mercy upon Tliy servant, for thine indignation 
lieth hard upon me. My soul is full of trouble 
by reason of my sins, and my life draweth nigh 
unto the grave. Itestore me unto Thy &vour, 
nor let my life go into the place where all things 
ore forgotten : but let me show fortli thy loving- 
kindness among Thy redeemed ones in the land 
lOC. the living: for the living — the living — he 
fdull praise Thee, and confess the holiness and 
.-the mercies of Thy holy name. O hide not Tliou 
.Til/ face from int, but give me VtaSAi 'A \fi^'-> 
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9IhI 'festore- \mi |weserve < ine in: the -^ ia£e of 
r%hteou^e86 : and so bless me* with i.^oppoF* 
tunitieB ofi^oiDg Thee service, <that I ma^ re» 
deem the time past, and by Thy ^graoe naqr 
grow rich in good works, always aboundiagiin 
the work of theX^ord; that, when Thou Bhdt 
demand my soul to be rendered up into Thins 
hands, my soul may not be abhorred of The^ 
nor suflPer Thy terrors, but may feel an eternity 
of blessings in the resurrection of the just, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord* Amen. 



8. Psalm XC. — A Medtiaium on Deatky and a 

Prayer preparatory to it, 

•■ ■.''' 

O Eternal God, whose being was before tbfl 
mountains were brought forth, before the eardit 
and the world were made, even from eyerlastail; 
and world without end: — Have mercy upon ntw 
Remove my misdeeds from before Thee^ and -my 
secret sins from the sight of Thy countenanced 
9e not angry with me, neither consume meiM 
Thy displeasure. Teach me to nunber idl ite} 
days. oC my life, and to reckon on still to Che daf 
(^, death : that, when our days are gone fUMloin^ 
years are brought to an end like a tale thlit ia 
tqi4»iThou mayest turn unto me at the last madk 
hQ.gra4Cuk>^& untp: me in the pardon of*my.fein8r 



'in ii^AnDiiiiig'thr pcaprerattd raadice of-aU ^3^ 
iqiiri|iml>eiieiiiis8, in giving me opportunitf ^ 
ali spiritlial assistances . and advantages; that^ 
injidanip being trimmed and burning bright with 
disffky and' devotion, I may enter into the bride* 
tkaknber^ there ibr ever to behold tiie glorioiis 
majestjT of our' Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 



1.-». ■.■! •■ - 

9. Psalm CXXX. — A Penitential Psalm^ or 
Prater for Pardon and for Redemption from 
Sins. 

Q Lord God, blessed Jesu, with whom is 

mercy and plenteous redemption, who didst 

•redeem Thy people from all their sins, paying 

• the rffimom of thine own blood to purchase Us 

£reedoni and salvation : — Let the height of 

. fkyiaeitj take me i^> from the deep abyss of 

f aitti and misery. O be not extreme to mark 

what I have done amiss : for 'it is impossible thlit 

If- should abide the extremity of thy severest 

jadginents* And as Thy mercy pardons what 2^ 

^ paist, bo let the sweetness of it beget Thy fear in 

1031^/ heart, that I may not' dare to offend 'Afy 

gracious, so merciful a God ; but that, trusting^ 

in Thy word, and fleeing to Thee fbr su<5co«r,^I 

-^ taay wait fbr Thee till my change eonfeth,' lo^-^ 

Lag. for Thee in hoVmess audi tv^^'^c^xsaaEfe^^RS^^ 
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my days : grant this for Thy mercies* and com- 
passion's sake, O blessed Jesu, our only Saviour 
and Redeemer. Amen* * 



10. Psalm CXLIII.— ^ Prater far Pardum cf 
Sin and Directum in the Way if JRighteousmst. 

O Lord, our Judge and our Redeemer, heariLcn 
unto me for Thy truth and righteousness' isake* 
Deliver me from the guilt of all my sins^ Aai 
those great punishments which are due to laeftv 
the same. Enter noi into judgment with m^ tH 
in Thy sight no man can be justified by-ail^ 
worthiness of his own. Endue my soul widitte 
righteousness of a holy faith, living and woridng 
by charity. Show me the way that I should mH( 
in ; teach me to do whatsoever pleaseth The^i 
quicken my soul in the path of life ; and so tW> 
tinue to me the guidance of Thy Holy Spivil^lHtt 
it may never leave me, until I be brought Ibhrth 
of this world into the land of righteousness In 
dwell with Thee eternally, through Jesus dtrl^ 
our Lord. Amen. 



Seferences to other Psalms^ which may he rpffd 
in Time <f Sickness^ or any other Troutk ap^ 
j^ffliction* 

'JFaaibm jV# v. 3d. xxvUi. xlL Iv. lix..buv..tiv* 
cgju caau cxi. cxlir cxlii. 



1 



I '«!t«Ki9ni vifT wt Bill XM-ra : K<(dc'({fi 
SECTION iV. 'I'JiwWii/Oj. 



1 . ^ Prayer jbr Comfort to the Sick, 

O Lord God, who both in sickness and in bed^ 
hoat appoiDted us to pray one for another, pi^ 
mising a blessing in (he greatest esU-emitieai-TT* 
We poor tinners do present ourselves before Thy 
Qiftne Majesty in behalf of tliis Thy poor servant, 
that now lieth visited under Thy hand. 
. . Seal in Am [or Acr} heart, we beseech Thee, O 
gDoil Lord, by Tiiy Holy Spirit, the forglvenesa 
vf all Gins ; that hU body and soul may be pre- 
sented pure and undetiled unto Thee, through thij 
Wwd of Thy Son. 

' . Lord, lay not to his charge what he hath said 
or done amiss ; and lay no more upon him than 
fie rfiallbe able to bear. Speak comfortably to 
hit soul, and lead Aim by Thy Spirit unto tjie 
treasures of Thy mercy. Take from him the fear 
and sorrow of death, and give Aim strength against 
w the assaults of Satan, tliat he may have a pei*- 
Kct victory. Increase his faith more and more, 
lliat he may have true repentance, and yield Unto 
-Tfctee Mao obedience and hearty thanks, forwlat- 
Moerer Tlwu shall do unto him. O Vac&^ '^« 
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unto /lim a taste of Thy glory, and of those joyi 
which Thou hast prepared for Aim; that in the 
comfort thereof A« may fight a good fi^t, keeping 
the faith. Comfort him at the hour of hit de- 
parture. When Thou shalt call, open to him the 
gate of mercy. Open Thine arms to receive'Jlnit 
into thy &vour ; that, when the time is come, 'At 
may go to the grave in peace, being upboldeil 
by Thee, In the assurance of a tree pardonfiwtil 
hit sins, and the hope of a joyful reBurr^cdeH 
And in the mean time, O Lord, aettle his spbi^ 
that they may not wander or fly out into any in* 
ruly motions. Continue hU memory, that ke Okf 
not forget Thoe, but daily and hourly have Tbtt 
in mind, who art the anchor of his safety. Ke^ 
Ai» tongue from alt vain and idle talk, hit hHH 
from all fears, and protect him safely under H^ 
ning. Be merciful unto us, who, as feeling ineBi- 
bcrs of one body, adore Thy holy name^ and 
implore Thy divine help for this Thy sfvvaM; 
and let this example teach us more humility, feu, 
and reverence, towards Thee. Hear our prayers, 
OI'0^d, for Thy dear Son Jesua ChrisfB nlwi 
Amen. ■.;^-n3« 

iftiij , . -liiiiJT 

aaffV /TiMi 

m ti-'..' . J5«j! 



^2^22^ 



WptifUlU lu Liu; ,ty>i-j V 
Mpia^J\»^HkiU lit Si 



mwtMo'vin'^aamtKj 



JpiiJ^At^fr iifarf tit Sielitiag mayjfanMfcua 
'-ail tiA tc 11 ..; BksttTiff. .dtlu, ^idt 

IV O Almighty and most Gracious Father, who 
«rt the Fountain of life aud health and pardon; 
bear the prayers of Thy servants in behalf of our 
JSrMAer, of tlie miserable for the afflicted, of sin- 
neri for kim whom Thou hast smitten. Lord, 
lay no more upon him than Thuu shalt enable iim 
to bear, but give Aim patience ; and do Thou Thy- 
self open a door for his escape, even by a holy 
and a reformed life, and a speedy recovery) >Qr 
^^9e bya blessed death, m Thou in Thine infiniie 
limng'-kindneas shalt choose, for Tliy glory aiul 
Aft eternal interest. Remember not, O Lord, the 
weakness of kit youth, the surprises of his lif^ 
fend the crimes of his choice ; but give unto Thj 
Wtvaat a sincere repentance, and the pardon of 
ptl his sins. '■ 

,^'0 blessed Jesus, who hast overcome all the 
ptfver* of sin, hell, and the grave, take from Thy 
lervant all inordinate fear of death ; give him^ 
perfect resignation of Ai> will and conformity to 
Thine. Restrain the power of the enemy, that 
he may not prevail against the soul which Thou 
hast redeemed. If it be Thy will, give him a 
speedy restitution of Am healttt, and a holy use of 
the aMction : or, if Thou \(asV oVVeWxw ^«««^-. 



L 
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inThyfiMT md (kvour,aiid retciivcM 
8ouI to mercy, to pardtm, indetenial liS&f diroii|h 
Thy mercies and for Thy ccfaxpamaaa'M mlktf 
Ueised Saviour and Redeemer Jemi. Amok 



3. A Prayer for a Person under a de^ 

Mdancholy. 

' * ■ • ■ 

O most gracious Liord, Thou knowest our frames 
and art full of compassion to Thy servants under 
their trouble and oppression : — 'Look down upon 
us, we humbly beseech' Thee^ with Thy wonted 
pity, and remember the work of Thy hands, our 
cysoonsolate^ro^Aer. Thy wrath lieahardupcmAMi; 
«nd all Thy waves are gone over him / Thy temii 
oppress hit mind, and disturb his reasoD. - O TWb 
that speakest the winds and waves into obedieneD 
and calmness, settle and quiet Aw discompo— d 
thoughts ; speak peace to Ms troubled mind^ wad 
give him comfort and sure confidence in the scoae 
of Thy pardon and love. Lord ! Help hisvm- 
belief, and increase his &ith. Though he walk in 
the valley and shadow of death, let Thy rod and 
Thystaffsupport and protect Atm. Inthemultilude 
ef the thoughts and sorrows that Aeiwth in his 
beart, let Thy comfort refresh his soiiL Let in 
^^ Am» o/''2%y heaivenly li^t, to dmi^i^ 0» cjbMdi 
^tnd^ibirknees in which his mind ia^Nc\««L; X> 
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direct to the means tnoBt proper for hit help : and 
so bless and prosper them, that they may efTect- 
ualiy promote his recovery out of this deplorable 
state. Incline his ears to wholesome counsels, 
and dispose his hedrt to receive due impressions. 
O Gracious Father, pity hU frailty, forgive his sin, 
and rebuke Am distemper, that his disquieted soul 
may return to its rest. O rmse him up and show 
ITij mercy upon Aim, for the sake of Jesus Christ 
our blessed Saviour and Redeemer, Amen. 



■■•• 4.. A Prayer for a Sick Child. -» 

^t^ ji. - -T 

- O Almighty God and Merciful Father, to whom 
■tone belong the issues of life and death : L.ook. 
dawn from heaven, we humbly beseech Thee, 
with tlie eyes of mercy, upon this child now lying 
joptm the bed of sickness. Visit him, O Lord, 
with Thy salvation ; deliver him in Tliy good 
ajqwinted time from his bodily pain, and save his 
«oul for thy mercies' sake : That, if it shall be 
■ Tby pleasure to prolong his days here on earth, 
. At may live to Thee, and be an instrument of Thy 
4^ory, by serving Thee faithfully, and doing good 
in his generation : or, else receive Aim into tiioce 
JiMvenly habitations, where the souls of ihem-dikt 
deep in the Lord Jesus enjoy yec^etual i«t, &s,d 
• felittky. Grant tills, LortV, ^qt T\\"J wv^^^w^ 
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sake, in the same Thy Son our LordJesus Christ, 
who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holjr 
Ghost, ever one God, world without end. Amen. 



5. A Prater for a Sick Child ii 

Danfftr. 

O Father of mercies, and God of all comfort, 
our only help in time of need ; we fly unto Thee 
for Buccour in behalf of this child here lying 
under Thy hand in great weakness of body. 
Look graciously upon it, O Lord ; case it, we 
beseech Thee, of its pains, and pity it in its 
extremity. We know, O Lord, that if Thou wilt 
Thau canst raise it up, and grant it a longer con- 
tmuance among us. O raise it up again (if it nuy 
l^ase Thee) to grow in years and stature, te 
wiodom and Thy fear, and thereby to comfort hs 
paKUtS and to glorify Thee. 
i< We believe, O God, that Tliou knoweet best 
what is fit for it and for us, and that Thou wilt de 
what is best for both : and therefore we humbly 
resign its life to Thee, beseeching Thee to hovt 
mercy on us. But whether it live or die, let it lie 
Thine ; and either preserve it to be Thy true aiti 
faithful servant here on earth, or take it to the 
bletMeiiaeeB of Thy children in tlie kingdom'.*^ 
Aaarqn, through the tnenU oS ^iw twd^iast j 
*9raoiaii/rtus Christ. Atnen. .^•■'^1 
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1. A Prayer at the Commencement of Sich 

,) O merciful and righteous Lord, tlic God of 
health and sickness, of life and of death, 1 moet 
jwifisignedly acknowledge, that my great abuse of 
those many daya oi strength and welfare, whicb 
ffhou hsst afforded mc, huth most justly deserved 
ffhy prcEent visitation. I desire, O Lord, humbly 
to accept of this punishment of mine iniquity* and 
te bear the indignation of the Lord, because I 
^ve sinned against Him> And, O thou merciful 
,£atbeT, who designest not the ruin, but the 
.flaiendment of thuse whom Thou scourgest, I 
_ beseech Thee, by Thy grace, so to sanctify this 
iSorrection of Thine to me, that this sickness of 
tby body may be a means of healtli to my souh 
iv^. fidake me diligently to search my heart; and 
'i4a Xhou, O Lord, enable me to discover every ac- 
jtfnnieil tiling, how closely soever concealed there, 
flieal my eoal, O Lord, which hath sinned against 
Ifiliee; and then, if it be Thy blessed will, lienl 
l^y body also ; restore tlie voice of joy and healtlt 
jiMto xay dwelling, that I may live to pnMM^H 
»7ie£', ami to bring forth ffwla g£ vC^ieoM^fl^H 
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iuL iL lift Ukv wWcEbm Thou haA Atherwiie^ 

^u^ iM unco dtfttth, I besee<^ Tliee to it «^ 
pr«(MC« me lor it. Give me that siiiciere 
.^Qest repentance, to which Thou hai* ] 
mised mercy and pardon ; wean mj heait fton 
the world, and all its fading vanities, and aflb 
me to gaap and pant after those more eropi l w l 
and durable joys which are at Thy right hvd 
for ever. Lord, lift Thou up the light <d Thj 
couttionanc^ upon me; and, in all the paiai d 
i\\\ \f»M^% in all the agonies of my spirit, let Tlnf 
^\'Mi%H^ tvtVv«li my soul, and enable me patieatlf 
.t* «a.A uU uiy change come. And gram^ 
LiM>4» i;illMfr wh^u my earthly house of this tab9- 
oAuc ^auMOtlxtfd, I may have a building of God, 
^ 'teMM«r u^ iiMide with hands, eternal in tlie 
:t«,4y«ii« ; And that for his sake, who by hii 
i-^cciiHw. b^K^ hath purchased it for me, even 
. rtu» Chr4*i. An^otK 



a d 

. .iiiotJ^ Ao)^ am the same Occasion, ^rr 

lleavci^y Father, who in Thy wlsdOTi 

.^. :uiL is best for me, if it seem good In 

-ov c this distemper from me, so 

. .\j \\\y health to Thy glory, and 
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it iflunild greatly increase, I willingly ettbtnit tb 
Thy afflicting hand; for Thou art wont to dias- 
tiee those whom Thou d^iEt lore ; and I am enre 
Thou wilt lay no more on me than Thou wilt 
enable me to bear. 

I know, O my God 1 that Thou sendest tliii 
sickncBS on me tor my good, even to humble and 
to prore me; O grant it may work that saving 
«n>ct in mc. 

Lord, create in me a true penitent sorrow for 
all my sins past, a steadfast faith in Thee, and 
sincere resolutions of amendment tor the time to 
come. 
' Deliver me from all frowardnesa and impa- 
tience, and give me an entire resignation to Thy 
divine will : O Buffer not the disease to take away 
my senses, and do Thou continually supply me 
with devout and holy thoughts. Lord, bless all 
the means that are used for my recovery, and 
restore me to my health ; but if otherwise Thou 
hast appointed for me, Thy blessed will be done. 
O wean my affection from all things below, and 
fill me with ardent desires after heaven : Lord, fit 
me for Thyself, and at Thine own good time 
bring me to joys unspeakable and fiill of glory, 
'Ohtnt this,' for the sake of Tliy only Son Jesus, 
'ktay SkvIout. Amen. 



^yiwriJ'j . 
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OtAL «Ki£ oaencLail Father I Thou art 
^jBuc «c 3IT Ssiax : usd as my lifey my 
^M^«»rm, XBL ic«BiK2 SK 0001 Thee» SO they are 
jBU diupoc :j *si£ vt^ciIt as Thy disposaL I 
junuMT cjBBos*. :JsiS bieciiBe of my sins it is jiut 
■mxGi Xbee sj jxEomcz imt wiui skkness and pain; 
y«i» Eu xr.£C mie cif nvE she Und of the living. I 
josauwiiei^. O Loni! my sins are many and 
zreot 1 die acuisuK oc my soul and members of 
TTT bccj jjre Ssisa inaie the instrmnents of sin: 
I &ave ntfC bcea thankful for, nor made a right 
-.Me ocl cae maninxd blessings of health and 
jtjeBi^di* oc time and opportunities of doing and 
nsceLvuQC sood* which Thou hast vouchsafed unto 
me : 1 dj dierefore acknowledge the justice of 
Thy dealing and that the greatest afflictions I 
do or can suISh- here are infinitely less than my 



But, O thou Father of mercies ! who deligfatest 
not in the death of a sinner, be &vourable unto 
me, enter not into judgment with Thy servant; 
and though for my sins Thou art justly displeased, 
yet, O Lord God most holy I O Lord most 
mighty ! O holy and merciful Saviour ! deliver 
me not into the bitter pains of eternal death. 
linow, O Lord I that afliictioii^ T\%e not out 
<»fthe dust, but are of Th^ ^ending ; buV «\xO[i\\ 

4 



Thy mercy, that Tliou dost not willingly afflict 
nor grieve the children of men ; Tliou designest 
not the ruin, but the amendment, of those whom 
Thou scourgest, I beseech Thee, byThygrdcc, 
60 to sanetify this correction of Thine unto me^ 
that the sicknesB of my body may be a means of 
health to my soul ; make me diligent to eearcli my 
hearr, and to find out the accursed thing that hag 
brought this affliction upon me ; and make me 
sensible of my manifold provocations, and so 
sincerely to lament, abhor, and forsake them, that 
thb correction may appear to be the effect of 
Thy love and pity. 

Remember, O Lord I the sufTerings of Thy 
Son, who himself bore the afflictions and the 
punishment due to our sins : I believe in him as 
my only Saviour ; my trust is in his merits ; and 
I humbly beg, for liis sake, that Thou wouldest be 
Tfeconciled unto me. Heal my soul, O Lord I 
which hath sinned against Thee; and then, if it 
be Thy blessed will, heal my body also, and 
restore me again to a state of health and strength, 
diat I may still live to praise Thee, and briug 
forth the fruit of repentance. 

■ Bat if in Thy wisdom Thou hast determined 
titot this sickness shall be unto deuth, I beseech 
Thee to fit and prepare me for it; give me that' 
sincere ami hearty repentance, to which Th9U> 
hast promisect mercy and pardon; wean mf bekrt 
fi-am the world and all its &ei!iin;\ftgi'a»Vw»,^*i& j 
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trttke tM long for those joys whidi are st Ihj 
rigljt hsDd for ever. Lord, take away the sting of 
deattt, the guilt of my sins ; and then, though 1 
walk through the valley uf the shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil : I will lay me down in peace ; 
and when I wake up, let me be salisRed with Thy 
presence in Thy glory. Grant this, O merciful 
God ! for his sake, who h both the Redeemer 
iind Mediator of sinners, even .lesus Christ, 



if. A P-fayerfar a BUsihig on the Use ofMedidne. 

O Almighty God and Merciful Father, to 
whom alone belong the issues of life and death, 
I come unto Thee aa the only physician who 
canst cure my soul from sio and my body from 
sickness. And since thou hast appointed out- 
ward means for the curing of sickness and the 
restoring of health, I beseech Thee, of Thice 
infinite goodness and mercy, to sanctify this 
medicine to my use ; and to give such a blesung 
to it, that it may (if it be Thy will and pleasure) 
remove my sickness and pain, and restore me to 
health and strength again. 

But, if Thou hast sent this sickness, as TTiy 

meesmger, to call me out of this world, Thjr 

biesaed wUl be done. O msSte TOfttawt to be a 

partaker of tlie inheriUTice o^ vVc, ^M»Ve, wi'^V. 



mid. iriientoeJrftr «a^ foulriJml) d^[Murt from ,the 
Wcj||ri»jgr»at i that it maj without spat.)^ pre- 
tentfd unto Tliee^ throu^ Je9U8 Christ pvr 
Itfri. Amen. 



•'i' 



Sw j^aculaiians from the SaiptwreSy and Prayer 
far PaHemce in a lingering Illness* 

Why art thou so heavy, O my soul, why art 
thou so disquieted within me ? 

Still put thy trust in God, for I will yet give 
him thanks, who is the help of my countenance^ 
and my God. (PsaL xliii. 5, 6.) 

The Lord hath chastened and corrected me, 
J^ut he hath not given me over unto destruction. 
(PsaL xvui. 18.) 

,, I know, O Lord, that Thy judgments are 
ji|^t;,and that Thou of very faithfulness hast 
ca^ffd me to be troubled. (Psalm cxix. 75.) 
, ,,|It iv.of the Lord's mercies that I was not long 
^g^^qosumeidL : because his compassions fail not. 
^(^.jLord is my portion, saith my soul : there- 
jforja will I hope in him. 

It is good for a Man that he should constantly 
luffe,..and quietly wait the salvation of the Lpra: 
iqf. the Lord will not cast off for ever. But 
^hpiigh he cause grief, yet wi)l he have CoIm- 
pasaioa, according to the multitude c^ hs 



n^\^W.^^ 
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mercies. Yea, like as a fiidio- pitielh h» mrn 
children, even so is the Lord merdfiil unlo tbdtt 
that fear him. (Lam. liL 22. S4. 864 »1, A2l 
Fsahn ciiLlS.) 

In the multitude of the sorrows which I have 
in my heart, Thy comforts have refreshed mj 
soul. (Psalm xdv. 19.) 

For I know that with Thee there is mercy, sad 
with my God is plenteous redemption. (PsaL 
cxxx. 7*) 

O remember not my old sins, but have mercy 
upon me, and that soon, for I am come to great 
misery. (Psalm Ixxix. 8.) 

Heal my soul, which hath sinned against Thee; 
and then let the Lord do what seemeth him 
good. (Psalm xli.4. 1 Sam. iii. 18.) 



O Grod, whose infinite ^sdom and oveNitdipg 
Providence disposeth of all events ; be pldAsbfl 
to look upon me Thine unworthy servant, iSBi^ti&A 
with continual pains and miseries ; and gtacioiisF^ 
be pleased to support and comfort me undet'Htts 
chastisements of Thy heavy hand. Mine BJgei^ 
God, is departed, and removed ^ovd ide ii% 
shepherd's tent, and Thou hast cut ra6 dtf imi 
lingering sickness. O go not far froifh' m'^,"nb^ 
t/jut trouble is hard athand> and fot«»ke io^^'^iAtft 
ht/jcu my strength fhtleth ine. M7 wWt^^vsiiV^. 



to th« (lust ; O [lo Aou qntcken me accordiri^tb 
Thy wore!, and strengthen my body with patfence. 
Let not the tediouaness of my sickness interrupt 
the serenity of my mind ; but let the terror of 
every pain make me nauseate my sin, and arm 
me i^ainst the torments of eternity. Be pleased, 
O gracious Lord, so to temper Thy Judgments 
and mercies together, thot my nature may be 
able to conquer the infirmities of my flesh ; and 
my Boul being purified from her dross may be 
■aved in the day of visitation, through the merits 
ot our only Redeemer and Advocate, Jesus Christ. 



6. A Prayer far Ease, wken the Sickness btcoines 
very painful. 

Lord, look upon mine adversity and misery, 
tthich call aloud to Thee for ease: O moat 
gracious God, my pains are extreme ; have pity 
on ^e. and lighten them. In thine anger, re- 
i^mber mercy, and consider my feebleness and 
^ul^. I have vraited for thy relief, Fa- 
ther ; give me tlie comforts of it, O show me 
Thy mercy, and that soon, for my need thereof 
ilBj^reati send me scasoniiblc helpand strengthai 
pre^^p^, ,4iid everlasting rest wiih Thee in the 
^Ifi^^t^jrot^h Jegus Christ out l-.oiii. J^tv^eiu 

J 



7. Om lim AbatemBHi 9f Pauu 



BlesMd be Thj merer, O mj God, which 
pidedi Be m mr ausenr. As a &ther pitieth his 
chndren in the extremitr of their pain, so hast 
Tboa pitied me. Lanl, mj aoul shall love Thee, 
and sing of Thy merer ; and, in mj distress, I 
win ahrajs tmst in Thee, and not be afraid, for 
Thoa art oor strengdi, whilst we suffer ; and our 
mefcifnl Ddnrercr when we can endure no more. 
To Thee be ^Umtj, throi^ Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 



8. On fVami if SleqK 

O righteous Lord, Thou holdest mine eyes 
waking, and in the night- season I take no rest 
I seek sleep to ease my pains, and to recruit my 
spirits, but I find it not ; but, O merciful God, let 
it not always fly away from me ; let my wearied 
eyes, at length, lay hold of it, and make my sleep 
sweet unto me. Consider my weariness, which 
calls aloud for rest; and my weakness, which 
greatly needs refreshment. While Thou keepest 
mc awoke, let me commune with mine own heart, 
and search out my spirit ; let me remember Thee 
on my bed, and meditate on TVvee 'm >3^^ft tk\^Ht- 
Hratches; let the consideration oi TVv-j \«i\^\ 
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/ 

10. A Prayer for Thanhfulness under Sickness, 

Almighty and most merciful God, though I am 
encompassed with sorrow and weakness, yet havtf 
I no cause at all to cpuiplain of Thee ; nor will I,by 
Thy grace, overlook or despise the mercies Thy 
goodness still vouchsafes me, because others are 
taken away : I heartily thank Thee, that I was per- 
mitted to have them at all, undeserving as I dm : that 
I enjoyed them so long, and lost them no sooner. 
Lord, my spirit is willing but my flesh is weak : 
be Thy Spirit the support of my weakness, and 
the flnisher of my willingness ; and let the sense 
of Thy love, and the hopes of what Thou hast pro- 
mised, drown the sense of my sorrows, and fill my 
heart with praise and thanksgiving. Blessed he 
Thy name, O Lord, for not afflicting me as I 
have deserved, but in order to my good ; for the 
favourable intervals I experience ; that my griefs 
are not beyond measure, nor my sufferings with- 
out comfort. I bless Thee for the mercy of this 
indisposition ; for putting an end to my wanderings 
by Thy judgments, when Thy long-suffering had 
not its due effect upon me, and putting me in the 
way of pardon by Thy fatherly visitation. Glory 
be unto Thee, who by these bodily pains hast 
given my spirit rest from the wearisome impor- 
tunity of sin, [name particulars^ and teach est me 
to place my affections and my coxvfvdeTvc^ VivTV^^ 
'lone. I praise and magnify Thy \\o\y xv^wve ^w 



- Of SICK FGaSOKE. "SlB 

|U tJie numberless blessings I have received from 
3%ee\4oandfull7 and eeaBonitbly, in all states and 
^nditionsof my life, and through all the days and 
years of it ; and particularly in that Thou hast now 
of very AiIthfulneES caused me to be afflicted, and 
by the present want of Tliy blessings hast taught 
Bie the better how to prize and value them ; and 
hlesBed be Thou who hast taken away, what Thy 
goodness once atFordcd : and blessed be Thy 
Bame for what Thou still hast left me; a heart 
Inclined to serve and praise Tlieo and to remem- 
ber Tliy goodness ; a heart able to alleviate its 
SDisery with Lhc sense of Thy paternal aifection> 
«nd the comfortable hopes of bearing my sickness 
fn nhch a manner, as shall be well pleasing in 
Thy Hght, through the merits of my Lord and 
J^vJoar Jesus Christ. Amen. 



II, A Prai/er to be used loJten there is nai/ Ahatc- 

ntc/lt (^ihe Disorder, or Prospect of Recover;/. 
i 6 Ffltlier of mercies, and God of all comfort, 
who Ua«t vouchstjfed to grant me sonic ease, and 
ho^ abate the fury of my present distemper, 
Jtcce|it, I humbly pray Tliee, of my unfeigned 
Uiahks for this, and all other Thy mercies be^ 
^owed upon me. '^ 

Blessed be lliy goodness, Lord, thBt"E 
jfiavc strength lo jiruise Tlicc ; that my smses 
tn^ undcratand'mg arc preseT\e& cw'Xtfe*-. « ' 
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though I am brotight very low, I- am not without 
hopes that Thou wilt yet raise xne up. O perfi^ 
if it be Thy blessed will, what Thou hast begun 
in me ; and forsake not, I beseech Thee, the work 
of Thine own hands. Repair all the decays in 
my outward man, and let my mind also be en- 
dued with greater strength and abilities to do 
Thee service, and with stronger desires and re- 
solutions of loving and obeying Thee. 

Visit me, O Lord, with thy heavenly con- 
solations; fill me with comfortable thoughts of 
Thy love, and of that tender compassionate care 
which our Lord Jesus takes of all His afflicted 
servants. Give me still a more perfect submis- 
sion to Thy will, that without any murmuring or 
repining, I may wait upon Thee, till Thou seest 
fit to finish my recovery: and as my strengtfa 
increases, so let my resolutions grow stronger 
of serving Thee faithfully all the remainder of 
my life ; for which end, I implore the assistance 
of Thy Holy Spirit, through J^sus Christ; to 
whom, with Thee, O Father, and the ever blessed 
Spirit, be all honour, glory, love, service, and 
obedience, by me, and all Thy creatures, for ever- 
more. Amen. 



12.-4 Prater for a Sick Person who is tempted 

to despair. 

O Father of Mercies, and God oi «XV ^ot- 
rectjojj, be merQiful to me a Bintiex, \.q^t>» 



sr all Thy gracious calls of sitiners to 
iCe ; dl Thy protestations that Thou dc- 
not in the death of Him that dieth, and 
m \rouldest have all to be saved, 
mber, O Lord, all the exceeding great 
ious promises, which Thou hast made to 
sinners. Lord, remember that Thy 
over all Thy works, that Thou delight- 
ercy ; and that all the holy angels, seeing 
ill pleased in the exercise of that mercy> 
it the conversion of a sinner : that, tlie 
my sins are, the more will that mercy 
ified in my forgiveness. Lord, remem- 
Thou didst so love the world, as to give 
ily beloved Son a ransom for it. 
lavenly Father, Thou that sparedst not 
nly Son, but deliveredst Him up for us 
Thou not also with Him freely give us 
8 ? And, if all things, wilt Thou not also 
the pardon of our sins ? O my God, I 
elieve Thou wilt. On that ransom, my 
hath paid for me, and on all His gracious 
; of pardon, which, for his sake, Thou 

de for me, I wholly rely. Here only is 
and steadfast anchor of my soul, to which 
1 and hope shall ever adhere. All this 
id to implore Thy forgiveness, 
d. Lord, though my failings are many^ 
[c confessed, and bewaWeA, tixv^fet^»^«s\ 
agressions. BehoVd, l^ovA, \ ^^atftsii^ 

V 3 
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Thjr ciEdl; atnd I Cdme -we&ry< and heavywladen 
with' the burtheh'iof^ my sum*- Be> it unto me 
according to Thy word. 

O Thim tlMit ^art' fkithftil and jast^. forgive my 
ftins, and cleanse me from ail imrighteouBness. 
Lord, do Thoa in nowise cast me from Thee; 
iKit heal my backslidings, and love me freely 
Ease me of my burtbenj that I may find rest in 
Thee ; and say nnto my soul, << Be of good cheer, 
thy sins are forgiven thee." 

O Heavenly Father 1 for Thine own infinite 
mercies* sake; for Tliy truth and promise sake; 
for all the merits and sufferings of the Son of 
Thy love, in whom Thou art always well pleased; 
pardon all my sins, and receive me into Thj 
'fevour. Amen. 



SECTION VI. 

DEVOTIONS IN THE PEOSPECT OF DlSSOhfrXlOJH, - 

1. A Psalm^ collected from the Holy ScrtpStiires 
for a Person near Death, 

O Lord God of my salvation, I have cried 
day and night before Thee, O let my prajrer 
enter into Thy presence. 
/%r 'inij^ -aoal is full of trouYAe, wv^ in:^ >£& 
draweth nigh unto hdl. (P8a\Axx*»\^io\. ^^V 



IV. I. am wear J of my groaamg ; every night wash 
I my bed ; and water ny couch with my tearg. 
(Psal; vi. 6.) 

I am accounted as one that goetb down to the 
pit ; I have been as a man that hath no sirengtli. 

Free among the dead, like unto them that be 
wounded, and that lie in the grave, which be out 
of remembrance, and cut away from Thine hand. 

Thine indignation lieth hard upon me, and 
Thou hast vexed me with all Thy storms. (Psal. 
Ixxxviii. 4, 5. 7.) 

I am poured out like water, and all my bones 
are out of joint ; my heart also in the midst of 
my bowels is like melted wax. 

My strength is dried up like a potsherd, and 
my tongue cleaveth to my gums, and Thou shalt 
bring me into the dust of the earth. (Psal. xxii. 
14, 15.) 

The sorrows of death compass me, and the 
overflowings of ungodliness make me afraid. 

The pains of hell come about me : the snares 
of death overtake me. (Psal. xviii. 4, 5.) 

Thine arrows stick fast in me, and Thy hand 
presseth me sore. 

There is no health in my flesh, because of 
-Thy displeasure ; neither any rest in my bones, 
by reason of my sin. 

For my wickednesses are gone over my h,ead9 
.mid 'Ore Uke a sore burden too tv^^v^ for mi^ to 
baan (Fsal. bcxxviii. 2— A^V n> 



'226 PRAYERS BOR THE USE 

ear unto me. For my days are consumed like 
smoke. O my God, take me not in the midst of 
my days. Hear my prayer, O Lord, and give 
ear unto my cry: hold not Thy peace at mjj 
tears. Let not the water-flood overflow mCi 
neither let the deep swallow me up ; and let not 
the pit shut her mouth upon me. I am afflicted 
very much : quicken me, O Lord, according to 
Tliy word. Uphold me according to Thy word, 
that I may live, and not be ashamed of my hope. 
Let my soul live, and it shall praise Thee. Hear 
my voice according to Thy loving-kindness. (PsaL 
cii. 1 — 3- 24.; xxxix. 13, 14.; Ixix. 15.; cxix. 
107. 116. 175. 149.) 

And now, Lord, what wait I for ? My hope 
is in Thee. My heart panteth ; my strength 
faileth me : as for the light of mine eyes, it also 
i« gone from me. Remember not the sins of my 
youth, nor my transgressions : accordijig to Thy 
mercy, remember Thou me, for Thy goodness sake, 
() Lord. Though I walk through the valley of 
the shadow of death, I will fear no evil ; for Thou 
art with me. Thou, Lord, art my light and my 
salvation, whom shall I fear? Thou, Lord, art 
the strengtli of my heart, of whom shall I be 
afraid ? For, I know that my Redeemer livcth, 
and that He shall stand at the latter day upon 
the earth: and though, after my skin, wonus^ 
destroy this body, yet in my ^es\\ ^W\V 1 «.ee 
God; whom I shall see for myscVf, «cv(5l Twa\^ 



r 
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«ia I desire none in earth in comparison of 
thei. - (Pia\. Ixxiii. 125—25.) 

RetUi'n to thy rest, my soul, for the Lord 
hath re#Brdei) tliee. (Psal. cxvi. 7-) 

Thou hast put gladness in my heart more than 
theirs whose corn, and wine, and oil increaseth. 

I will lay me down, and take my rest, for it is 
Tliou Lord only that makest me dwell in safety. 
(Psal. iv. 8, fl.) 

I will behold Thy presence, and when T awake 
up' after Thy likeness, i will be satisfied with it. 
(^Psal-xvii. 15.) 

I shall be satisfied with the plenteousness of 
Thine house, and Thou shalt give me to driak of 
Tliy pleasures as of the rivers, 
■ Flw with Thee is the well of life, and in ITiy 
light shall I see light. (Psal, xxxvi. 8, 9.) 

Thou shalt show me the path of life : in Thy 
pteBence is fulness of joy ; and at Thy right hand 
there is pleasure for evermore. (Psnl, xvi, 11.) 

Into Thy hands I commend my spirit, for 
Thou hast redeemed me, O Lord, thou God of 
tttith. (Psal. xxxi. 5.) 



2. A. Prm/tr, in (/« Language of Scripture, in the 

Proiqiccl of Death, 

'Hear my prayer, O Lono, and let my cry 

come unto Thee. Hide not Tliy face from me : 

u) the day when I am m Wo«.\>\t, \w3i\\\t'^K»-«i 
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If Thou, Lord, wilt be extreme to aiark wKa^ 
is done amiss, O Lord, who may abide it ? 

Out of the deep have I called unto Thee, 
Lord, Lord hear my voice. 

let Thine ears consider well the voice of 
my complaint (Psal. cxxx. 3. 1, 2.) 

Lord, why abhorrest Thou my soul, and hidesi 
Thy face from me ? 

1 am in misery, and like to him that is at the 
point to die: from my youth up. Thy terrors 
have I suffered with a troubled mind. 

Thy wrathful displeasure goeth over me, and 
the fear of Thee hath undone me. (Psal. lxxxviii« 
14.— 16.) 

Have mercy upon me, O God, after Thy great 
goodness; according to the multitude of Thy 
mercies, do away mine offences. 

Wash me throughly from my wickedness, and 
cleanse me from my sin. 

Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take 
not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 

give me the comfort of Thy help again, and 
stablish me with Thy free Spirit. (Psal. li. 1, 2. 
11, 12.) 

1 am always with Thee, for Thou hast holden 
me up by Thy right hand. 

Thou shalt guide me by Thy counsel, ahd 
a/ker that receive me wkYv ^Vox^. 
Whom hare. I in heaven Y>ul'YVv^^>OV«ito1 
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ftirtflble hope before the Judge of all the world ; 

' forgive toy gin through the sacritice and inter- 

' ceMion of my Redeemer. O try me once more 

■with opportunitieB and means of grace I Retnnii 

O Ixmo, deliver my soul I O save me for Thy 

' mercies' sake. Kill me not till my sin be killed. 

' End not this life till Thou bust prepared me for 

a better. Though it be a lil'e of viinity and vex- 

Aion, it is all the space that ever I shall have to 

• prepare for the endless life which followeth. Cut 

I not OlF ray time till T am ready for eternity. Let 

' ne not die in my sine, nor fall into the hands 

' of Thy revenging justice. I condemn myself; 

-do Aot Thou condemn me. If Thou wilt renew 

' taiydayfl, it is the resolution of my aoul toheBrken 

10 Thy .Spirit, to obey my Saviour, to study Tliy 

ikrandrouB love in Christ, to seek the things that 

art above with Him, and to forsake my sin, and 

'•live to Thee : but because I know that without 

'Thy grace I cannot do it, give me yet both 

I "tittle and grace! Or, if Thou wiit try me no 

I I longer here on earth, now, Lord, before my soul 

E ideparteth, sanctify it by Thy Spirit, and wash it 

■ Hn the blood of Jesus Christ, and shed abroad 

■\Thy love upon it, and give me such a sight of 

■''the heavenly glory, that in the lively exercise of 

Ptfltith, hope, and love, my soul may willingly for- 

'wtke this world, and come to Tlice. 

■ Though t have departed fronv 't\\cc, »»^ ^- 

Nghted not to know Th«e, it efuwi i\«iVVi '**'**' 
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me, and bid me not depart with workers of in* 
iquity. And if this be all the time that ever I 
shall have, to beg Thy saving grace and mercy, 
though it be short, let it be an accepted time. 
Have mercy, mercy, mercy Lord, upon a sinful, 
undone soul, and let me not be the firebrand of 
Thy hot displeasure. Now glorify Thy grace in 
Jesus Christ, who is an all-sufficient Saviour, to 
whom I fly, and on whom I cast my miserable 
soul. Merciful Saviour, receive it as Thine own I 
Refuse it not as unworthy, but for Thy worthi- 
ness justify it, and let Thy Spirit now renew it, 
and let Thy grace abound where my sin abound- 
eth. It is Thy promise, that Him that cometh 
unto Thee, Thou wilt in no wise cast out. Let 
this enemy by Thee be reconciled to the Father^ 
and adopted as a son and heir of life, and present 
me spotless and acceptable to God. Whether I 
live or die, I desire to be Thine : and though I 
have broken my covenant with Thee, I here 
again renew it: I give up myself to Thee, my 
reconciled God and Father, my Saviour and my 
Sanctifier. Accept me, and assure me of the 
blessings of thy covenant. And then, though I 
deserve to dwell with devils, I shall see Thy 
glory, and be filled with Thy love, and with 
saints and angels shall joyfully praise my Cre- 
ator. Redeemer, and Sanctifiet for ever. Amen, 
Amen. 



ftirtable hope betbre the Judge of ail the wortd ; 
forgive my sin through the sacrifice and inter- 
ceesion of my Redeemer. O try me once more 
with opportunities and means of grace I Return, 
O Lord, deliver my aoul 1 O save me for Thy 
mercies' salce. Kill me not till my sin be killed. 
End not tills life till Thou hast prepared me for 
a better. Tliough it be a life of vuziity and vex- 
ation, it is all the space that ever I shall have to 
prepare for the endless life which followelh. Cut 
not otFmy time till I am ready for eternity. Let 
me not die in my sins, nor fall into the hand<t 
of'Thy revenging justice, I condemn myself; 
do not Thou condemn me. If Thou wilt renew 
my days, it is theresidutiun of my soul to hearken 
to ITiy Spirit, to obey my Saviour, to study Tliy 
wondrous love in Christ, to seek the things that 
are above with Film, and to forsake my sin, and 
live to Thee: but because I know tliat without 
'Thy grace I cannot do it, O give me yet both 
time and grace! Or, if Thou wilt try me no 
' longer here on earth, now, Lord, before my soul 
departeth, sanctify it by Thy Spirit, and wash it 
' In the blood of Jesus Christ, and shed abroad 
■ T^y love upon it, and give me such a sight of 
' the heavenly glory, that in the lively exercise of 
"fhith, hope, and love, my soul may willingly for- 

take this world, and come to Thee. 
■" though I have departed ttoYCv "^^.c, mA ftat^ 
■Ughted not to know Thee, «?uw xitit \R>>34'*« 
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Rttd to cotidtict aftd carty it to the blessed te- 
ceptacles of rest and peiaee. • :• 

Into Thy hands, O LoRi>, I cdiilikeBd ifly 
spirit: for Thou hast redeemed it, O Lord, 
thou God of truth. Ainen. 



5. A Prayer for a blessed DecUh, 

O eternal and everliving God, who didst at 
first breathe into man the breath of life; and 
when Thou takest away that breath he dies, and 
is turned again to his du$t ; look with cpmpassioD, 
I beseech Thee, upon me Thy creature ; and let 
Thy good Spirit work in me whatsoever Thou 
seest wanting to fit and prepare me for the time 
of my dissolution. 

Give me that sincere and earnest repentance, 
to which Thou hast promised mercy and pardon. 
Wean my heart from the world, and all its fading 
vanities; and make me to pant afler those more 
excellent and durable joys which are at Thy right 
hand for ever. Lord, lift Thou up the light of 
Thy countenance upon me : and in all the pains 
of my body, and all the agonies of my spirits let 
Thy comforts refresh my soul, and enable me 
patiently to wait till my change come. 
And grant, O Lord, that wYvetv toatv^ ^^tvVvV^ 
Aouse of this tabernacle is dvssoVx^^i 1 ^^^ >ftaNt^ 



fbrtable hope before the Judge of all the woHd ; 
forgive my sin through the sacrifice and inter- 
cession of my Redeemer. try me once more 
with opportunities and means of grace I Keturn, 
O Lord, deliver my soul I O save nie for Thy 
mercies' sake. Kill me not till my sin be killed. 
End not this life till Thou hast prepared ine for 
a better. Thougli it be a life of vanity and vex- 
ation, it is all the space that ever I sliall have to 
prepare for the endless lite which followetli. Cut 
not off my lime till I am ready for eternity. Let 
me not die in my sins, nor ikil into the hands 
of Thy revenging justice. 1 condemn myself; 
do not Thou condemn me. If Thou wilt renew 
my days, it is the resolution of my soul to hearken 
to Thy .Spirit, to obey tny Saviour, to study Thy 
WondrouB love in Clirisl, to seek the things that 
are above with Him, and to forsake my sin, and 
live to Thee : but because I know that without 

' Thy grace I cannot do it, O give me yet both 
time and grace! Or, if Thou wilt try me no 

' longer here on earth, now, Lonn, before my soul 
departetb, sanctify it by Thy Spirit, and wash it 

' jn the blood of Jesus Christ, and shed abroad 
Thy love upon it, and give me such a sight of 

' the heavenly glory, that in the lively exercise of 
faith, hope, and love, my soul may willingly for- 
sake this world, and come to Tliee. 

' Though I have departed ftoYiv "Wftt, wsS. ^- 
Hjihted not to know Thee, irfMSfc i\ft'(- \aVa»« 



, Q «iy d^ar.J^^d, suffer /nx^ iKitt jto aneglect diiri 
88a$<Hi> but by. a: Heart;^ nepeufcanoe speedily ^pm.- 
^.en this ,day — T^.this. instaot-rtr to. return . unU>i 
Thee ; that, how soon soever Thou shak calljnC! 
from this life, my accounts may be found audited, 
my sins cancelled, and my soul acquitted by the 
blood of that Lamb which taketh awav the sins 
of the world. Grant this, O my God, for His 
sake that vouchsafed to die for me. Thine only 
Son Jesus Christ the righteous. Amen. 



7. A Prayer for a blessed Resurrection to Etemd 

Lije. 

merciful God, the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who is tlie resurrection and the life ; lA 
wnom whosoever believeth shall live, though he 
die ; and whosoever liveth and believetli in HimK 
shall not die eternally ; I meekly beseecK THee/ 
O Father, to raise me from the death of sin unto 
the life of righteousness, that when I shal^ depart 
this life I may rest in Him, as all Thyfaitiifui 
departed do ; and that at the general resurrection' 
in the last day I maybe found acceptable inTfiy 
sight, and receive the blessing which Thy well- 
beioved Son shall then pronounce on dl that 
hve and fear Thee, saymg, " Come -^e blessed 
children of my Father ; recevve vW Vatv^wci: 
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4. A Prater against the Fear of Death. 

Grant, O Lord, that I may end my life in 
Thy fear and favour; and receive my death, 
whenever it shall approach, not as my curse, but 
as my deliverance; as a rest from my labours, 
and an entrance upon a life without trouble and 
without sin. 

Remember not against me my manifold sins ; 
but let them all be done away by Thy mercies, 
and my blessed Saviour's merits, and my own 
true repentance, that I may come to my last 
change without guilt, and foresee its near ap- 
proach without fear or impatience, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. i\men. 

Strengthen me, O God, in my last agonies; 
and as my strength decays, let my pains wear 
ojK But when my strength fails, let not my 
fiiith fail; even in death enable me to trust in 
Thee. Deliver me from all violent disorders of 
a troubled fancy, or painful delusions of my 
ghostly enemy. O let him not be able to disturb 
and terrify me, or any way prevail against me. 
Amen. 

Have me in thy custody, O Holy Father ; for 
nothing can take me out of Thy hands. Give 
TJ^y \io\y angels charge to stand about me, to 
guard and receive my poor soxA «t\. xo.^ ^^^"axXx^^i 

X 2 
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9. A Prater for a Person in immment Dtmffif 

(f Death. 

O Lord Jesus Christ, our health and life, our 
hope, and our resurrection from the dead, I re- 
sign myself up to Thy holy will and pleasure, 
either to life, that I may live longer to Thy 
service, and my amendment; or to death, to 
the perpetual enjoyment of Thy presence, and 
of thy glories. Into thy hands I commend my 
spirit ; for I know, O Lord, that nothing can 
perish, which is committed to Thy mercies. I 
believe, O Lord, that I shall receive my body 
again at the resurrection of the just. I relin- 
quish all care of that, only I beg of thee mercy 
for my soul ; strengthen it with Thy grace against 
all temptations, let thy loving-kindness defend it 
as with a shield, against all the violences and 
hostile assaults of Satan ; let the same mercy W 
my guard and defence, which protected Thy 
martyrs, crowning them with victory in the 
midst of flames, horrid torments, and most cruel 
deaths. There is no help in me, O Lord : I 
cannot by my own power give a minute*s rest to 
my wearied body ; but my trust is in Thy sure 
mercies ; and I call to mind, to my unspeakable 
comfort, that Thou wert himgry, and thirsty, and 
wcanedy and whipt, zsA cxcwxi^^ m^xfeftrtis, 
!tnid mocked, and cTua&eA> ^w xft^. <iVX'^s^ 
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mercy, wliith caused Thee to suffer so much, 
make Tliee do that for whidi Tliou sufferedst so 
much, — pardon me, and save me. Let Thy me- 
rits answer for my impieties, let Tliy righleous- 
nesa cover my aiiis. Thy blood wash nway my 
stains, and Thy comforts refresh my noul. As 
ray body grows weali, lot Thy grace be stronger; 
let not my failh doubt, nor my hope tremble, 
nor ray charity grow cold, nor mv soul be af- 
fKghted with the terrors of death ; but let the 
light of Thy countenance enlighten mine eyes, 
that I sleep not in death eternal ; and when my 
tongue fails, let Thy Spirit teach my heart to 
pray with strong cryings, and groans that aro 
umitterable. let not the enemy do me any 
violence, but let Thy holy mercies, and Thy 
angels, repel and defeat hie malice and fraud ; 
that my soul may, by Tliy strength, triumph in 
the joys of eternity, in the fruition of Thee, my 
life, my joy, my hope, my exceeding great re- 
ward, my Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 



10. Aiitriher Prayer on l/ie stimc OcconioH.' 

O Lord, my time is at hand ; my suul is heavy 
eyen unto death. Look down upon me ; pardo^ 
my sins ; strengthen my faith ; shorten my Qaina; 
MJ^i.4nve away Satan. Help m&vaft«fc.<»^'?T i 



I 

i 
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car unto me. For my days are consumed like 
smoke. O my God, take me not in the midst of 
my days. Hear my prayer, O Lord, and give 
ear unto my cry: hold not Thy peace at my 
tears. Let not the water-flood overflow me, 
neither let the deep swallow me up ; and let not 
the pit shut her mouth upon me. I am afflicted 
very much : quicken me, O Lord, according to 
Thy word. Uphold me according to Thy word, 
that I may live, and not be ashamed of my hope. 
Let my soul live, and it shall praise Thee. Hear 
my voice according to Thy loving-kindness. (Psal. 
cii. 1 — 3. 24.; xxxix. 13, 14.; Ixix. 15.; cxix. 

107. 116. 175. 149.) 

And now, Lord, what wait I for ? My hope 
is in Thee. My heart panteth ; my strength 
faileth me : as for the light of mine eyes, it also 
is gone from me. Remember not the sins of my 
youth, nor my transgressions : according to Thy 
mercy, remember Thou me, for Thy goodness sake, 
O Lord. Though I walk through the valley of 
the shadow of death, I will fear no evil ; for Thou 
art with me. Thou, Lord, art my light and my 
salvation, whom shall I fear ? Thou, Lord, art 
the strength of my heart, of whom shall I be 
afraid ? For, I know that my Redeemer liveth, 
and that He shall stand at the latter day upoii' 
the earth : and though, after my skin, w6rh» 
destroy this body, yet \iv tcv^ ^•e.'^ ^cns& t^ see;, 
God; whom I sY\a\\ see ^oi ykv^^^^^ «sA"\^j 
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^yes shall behold, and not another. Therefore, 
letthie words of my lips, and the meditations 
of mj heart, be acceptable in Thy sight. O 
Lord, my Strength and my Redeemer. Amen. 
(Psal, xxxix. 7.; xxxviii. 10.; xxv. 7.; xxiii. 4".; 
xxvii. 1. Job xix. 25 — 27. Psal. xix. 14.) 



3« A Prayer and Confession for the Sick, who are 

unprepared for Death. 

O merciful God, reject not this sad, unworthy 
sinner, who in pain and sorrow fleeth to Thyself 
in Jesus Christ ! Though I have trifled away 
too much of the day of my salvation, and sinfully 
Diglected Thy Son and His saving grace, O say 
not that it is now too late : for Thy promise 
through Christ is large and free, forgiving all 
without exception, who in the time of this life 
are penitent believers. Pity my misery, and 
forgive my sin, through the propitiation which 
Thy mercy hath provided and accepted. Re- 
member not the iniquities of my youth, nor the 
sins which I have since committed against Thy 
great and manifold mercies, the motions of Thy 
Spirit, and the reproofs of Imy own conscience. 
I have sinned foolishly as a man, but do Thou 
forgive me mercifully as a grac\o\x^ GiCi^« ^ ^Va. 
sufferings of my flesh do seem so ^xves^^^^O^^^ 
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IS. ^ Shori Form of recommending i 

to God. 

Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant 
peace. 

Into Thy hands, O Lord, we com 
spirit : for Thou hast redeemed it, O L 
God of truth. 

Bring hu soul out of prison, that it n 
Thee. 

O deliver him from this body of deat] 

Guide Thou Mm through the valli 
shadow of death. 

Say unto his soul, I am thy salvation. 

Say unto himy To-day shalt thou Ih 
in Paradise. 

Lord Jesus, receive his spirit. 

Send Thine angels to meet him^ anc 
him into Abraham's bosom. 

I^ace him in the habitation of light { 
of joy and gladness. 

Receive him in the arms of Thy m< 
give him an inheritance with Thy saint£ 

There to reign with Thy elect an^ 
blessed saints departed. Thy holy pro{ 
^oriou8 apostles; in all joy, glory, fel 
iutppinesSf fijr ever and exex. kxsi'eft.. 



14. Another on the si 



e Occiu 



Into Thy merciful hands, O Lord, we commend 
the loul of this Thy servant, now departing from 
the body. 

Acknowledge, we meekly beseech Thee, a 
work of Thine own hands ; a sheep of Thine own 
fold; alamb of Thine own flock J asinoer of Thiae 
own redeeming. 

Receive him into the blessed arms of Thy un- 
speakable mercy ; into the sacred rest of ever- 
lasting peace ; and into the glorious estate of Thy 
chosen saints in heaven. Amen. 

God the Father, who hath created thee ; 

God the Son, who hath redoemcd thee ; 

God the Holy Ghost, who hath infused His 
grace into thee ; 

Be now, and evermore, thy defence; assist thee 
fa this thy last trial, and bring thee into the way 
I 'bf everlasting life. 

Christ that redeemed thee with His agony 
and bloody death, have mercy upon thee, and 
strengthen thee in this agony of death. 

Christ Jesus that rose the tliird day from death, 
raise up thy body again in the resurrection of the 

^ Christ tfiat ascended into heaven, and now 
. sitteth at the right hand of God, bring thee to the 
I place of eternal happiness ani jiyj. 

God the Father preserve aniV-ec"^ x:^v^^.c 
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God the Son assist and stteiVgtlien thee. 

God the Holy Ghost defend and comfort thee. 

God the Holy Trinity be ever With thee. 

That thy death may be precious in the sight 
of the Lord ; with whom thon shalt live for ever- 
more* Amen. 



[When the company doth observe the dying person to be at 
the very point of death, let them then devoutly say the 
following] 

15. Comrnendatory Prayer for a Sick Person at 
the Point of Departure. 

O Almighty God, with whom do live the spirits 
of just men made perfect, after they are delivered 
from their earthly prisons ; we humbly commend 
the soul of this Thy servant, our dear brodiir^ 
into Thy hands, as into the hands of a &ithful 
Creator, and most merciful Saviour ; most humUy 
beseeching Thee, that it may be precious in Thy 
sight. 

Wash it, we pray Thee, in the blood of that 
immaculate Lamb, that was slain to take sway 
the sins of the world; that whatsoever defile- 
ments it may have contracted in the midst of this 
miserable and naughty world, throu^ the lusts of 
the flesh, or the wiles of Satan, being purged and 
done away, it may be presented pure and with- 
out spot before Thee. And teach us who svnrviye, 
in this and other like daily spectacle9>of too/- 
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tality, tQ see how frail and uncertain our own 
condition is ; and so to Bumber our days, that we 
may seriously apply our hearts to that holy and 
heavenly wisdom, whilst we live here, which may 
in the end bring us to life everlasting ; through 
the merits of Jesus Christ Thine only Son our 
Lord. Amen. 



16. Devotions which may be used hy a Minister 
or Friend, with the bereaved Relations and 
Friends of the deceased. 

[Any one of the Selections from the Holy Scriptures, (in 
pp. 176 — 191.) and 1 Cor. xv. 20. to the end, may be 
used as proper lessons.] 

Just and true are Thy ways, Thou King of 
smuts: righteousness and judgment are the habit- 
.^libn of Thy seat. 

: Shall we receive good at the hand of God, and 
^hall ve not receive evil? 

: It is the Lord, let Him do what seemeth to 
Him good. 

•, .We know that if our earthly house of this ta- 
jiernacle be dissolved, we have a building of God, 
i^ house not made with hands, eternal in the 
JM^Vens. 

'' ^Sorrow not, brethren, for them that are asleep, 
ieveft as others who have no hope. 
.r':For if we believe that Jesus died and rofee 
agmtx, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will 
God bring with him. 
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• Wlien Christy who is otir iife^ ritall appear, we 
shall alao appear with Him in glory. 
- "Wherefore ' comfort one another with these 
words. 

GI017 be to the Father, and to the Son, and to 
the Holy Ghost : 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be, world without end. Amen. 

[Here may be sung a Psalm or Hymn suitable to the 

occasion.] 

Lettispra^. 

Lord have mercy upon us. 
Christ have mercy upon us. 
Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the 
world, have mercy upon us. 

Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of die 
>vorld, grant us Thy peace. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, &c. 

O God, whose days are without end, and 
whose mercies cannot be numbered, make u^, we 
beseech Thee, deeply sensible of the shortness 
and uncertainty of human life. In these daily ip- 
stances of mortality, may we see how frail a^d 
uncertain our own condition is. Teach us so 
to number our days, that we apply ourselves 
unto wisdom ; that so among the sundry .an4 
manifold changes of the world, our hearts m^ 
Burely there be fixed, wViexe Uue \oys are tq^fce 
^und, through Jesus CViTvst owx Vw^. ^^^^ 

Mostjaat art Thou, God/va^X^^l ^«&®!^ 
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with U8, and our punishment is less than our »ins 
deserve. We adore Thy majestyy we revere Thy 
jiy»tice> we magnify Thy mercies. Sanctify to tliis 
family the afflictive dispensation of Tliy Provi- 
dence. May the lively sense of the bercaveiuent 
which they have sustained, lead them to cleave 
nore closely to Thee their God. In all their 
troubles may their whole trust and confidence be 
placed in Thy mercy. Awakened by the visit- 
ation of Thy Providence to a deep sense ol* the 
imcertainty and vanity of human life, nuiy tliey 
resolve to seek supremely those things wliich are 
above ; to resign tliemselves and all their concerns 
to Thy disposal ; and in the fulness of resignation 
to say with the holy Job — " The Lord gave, and 
the Lord hath taken away, blessed be the name of 
the Lord.'* 

Li the instance of mortality before us, Thou 
dost solemnly teach us, that death is the end of all 
ih^n. .Grant us who are living grace to lay it to 
heart ; so to lay it to heart, as to live above the 
world, to seek Thy favour, to study Thy will, to 
(d!»iB6rye Thy laws, and in all our actions to aim at 
l*hy glory, at the salvation of our own souls, and 
ihersouls of our fellow-men. When we go the 

£iiv of all the earth, may Thy presence go with 
ij to sustain and comfort us, to lead us to a rest 
^^llhial in the heavens. 

'^^ ^jtjEtfe us, good Lord, spare us, O merciful 
Father^ till, we have truly repented of our ^la^^ 
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and made our peace with Thee, our offended 
Judge. For Thy Son Jesus Christ's sake, forgive 
us our sins. For his sake, turn away Thine anger 
from us; enter not. into judgment with us; but 
after the multitude of Thy mercies look upon us, 
and vivil us with Thy salvation. Quicken us, Al- 
mighty God, from the death of sin unto a new and 
holy life ; that being partakers of the death of 
Thy Son, we may also be partakers of his resur- 
rection, of perfect and endless bliss both in body 
and soul in Thy heavenly kingdom. And may the 
good examples of all those who have depi^ed 
this life in the true faith of Thy holy name, and 
the hope of their eternal blessedness, excite us to 
press, with the more earnestness, towards the 
KMHrk- for the prize of the high calling of God fn 
Chifist Jesus. ' * 

Assist us mercifully, O Lord, in these our sup- 
plications and prayers, and dispose the way of 
.Thy servants towards the attainment of ever- 
'lostifig salvation ; that among all the changes and 
chances of this mortal life, they may evef he de- 
fended by Thy most gracious and ready hefp, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen." ' ■-'"' 

'The Lord bless us and keep us: the Lord 
make Hi& face to shine upon us, and be gracrotts 
unto us: the Lord lift up his countenance ujVdh 
us, and give us peace, both now and evelrmdiie. 
Anietil "r ' . ■ - ■'''■"' 






CHAPTER III. 

DEVOTIONS FOR THOSE WHO ARE AFFLICTED 

IN ESTATE. 

The LoED maketh poor, and He maketh rich : He 
bringeth low, and He lifteth up. ] Sam. ii. 6. 

!• Prayers^ in the Language of Scripture, for a 
Person wJio is forsaken by his Friends, or eoaposed 
to Caiumny. 

(1.) Unto Thee, O Lord, do I lift up my soul ; 
0:m7>God, I trust in Thee, let me not be ashamed. 
Let not mine enemies triumph over me. Look 
upon mineaffliction and my pain, and forgive all my 
sins* Consider mine enemies, for they are many, 
and. they hate me with a cruel hatred. O keep 
* my .soul and deliver me : let me not be ashamed, 
for I put my trust in Thee. O Lord, my God, 
in Thee do I put my trust, save me from all them 
that persecute me, and deliver me. Let not the 
i^t of pride come against me, and let not the 
l^^d of the wicked remove me. They that liate 
,1^. .without a cause are more than the hairs of 
my l\ead: they that would destroy me, being 
mine enemies wrongfully, are mighty. Deliver 
me out of the mire, ^nd let me not sink-, WX i 
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be delivered firoiii them thai bote me^ sid out of 
tbe deep waters. (F9aLxxT.I,2.1S — 20.; Till.; 
xxxvL II.; bdx. 4t. 1^) 

(2.) Draw nigh anto xnj scnil» and redeem it 
Thon hast known my reproocfa^ and mj shame» 
and mjr duhonoor : nine adreraariea are afl. be- 
fore Thee. Deliver me in Thy rxghteousness, and 
cause me to escape : inclioe Thine ear unto m^ 
and save me. Be Thou mj strong habitat/oD 
whereunto I may continoally resort. Deliver me, 
O my God, oat of the hand of the wicked, out 
<)f the hand of the unrighteous and cruel man : 
for Thou art my hope, O Lord God, Thou art 
my trust from my youth. O turn unto me, and 
have pity on me : give Thy strei^th unto Thjr 
servant, and save the son of Thine handmaid* 
Show me a token for good, that they which bate 
mc may see it, and be ashamed : because Thou, 
Lord, hast holpen me and comforted me« Lob» 
Thou hast heard the desire of the humble ; Thoa 
wilt prepare their heart. Thou wilt cause Thine 
ear to hear: to judge the fatherless and the 
oppressed, that the man of the earth may no more 
oppress* Have mercy upon me, O Lord, con- 
sider my trouble, which I suffer of them that hate 
me, lliou that liflest me up from the gates of 
death : that I may show forth all Thy praise in 
the gates of the daughter of Sion : I will rejoice 
in Thy salvation. (Psal. Ixix. 18, 19. ; IxxL 2. 5,; 
Ux' 17.; X. 17, 18.; ix. 13, 14.) 
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(5.) Hold not Thy peace, O God of my praise, 
for the mouth of the wicked and the mouth of the 
deceitful are opened against me: they have spoken 
against me with a lying tongue. O deliver me 
irom the deceitdd and unjust man, for Thou 
art the God of my strength. Why dost Thou 
cast me off? Why go I mourning because of the 
oppression of the enftny ? O send out Thy light 
and Thy truth ; let them lead me, let them bring 
me unto Thy holy hill, and to Thy tabernacles. 
O let not the oppressed return ashamed : let the 
poor and needy praise Thy name. Show Thy 
marvellous kindness, O Thou that savest by Thy 
Hght hand thein which put their trust in Thee 
firom those that rise up against them. Hide me 
Undjgr the shadow of Thy wings from the wicked 
that oppress me. Lead me, O Lord, in Thy 
righteousness, because of mine enemies : make 
Thy tray straight before Thy face. (Psal. cix. 1, 
€•; xliii. 1 — 3.; Ixxiv. 2L; xvii. 9.; v. 8.) 

(4.) Teach me ITiy way, O Lord, and lead me 
in a plain path, because of mine enemies. Deliver 
liie from the oppression of man : so will I keep 
TTiy precepts. Unto Thee do I lift up mine eyes, 
OThou that dwellest in the heavens. Have mercy 
upon us, O Lord, have mercy upon us : for we 
are exceedingly filled with contempt. Let not 
them that are mine enemies wrongfully rejoice 
against me. Judge me, O Lord my God, ac- 
cording to Thy righteousness \ BXid \^t \}(\^\a. v«^ 



rejoice pver me- [Butj Jet tliem sbnat lor joy 
and be glad, thai fav.tur my rigbteous cause : yea^ 
let diem say continually, " Let the Lokd be mag- 
niSed, wLich Imtb pleasure in tlie prosperity of 
his servant." And my tongue filial! speak of Thy 
righteousness, and of Thy praise all the day lon^. 
Then will I go unto the altar of God, unto God 
my exceeding joy : yea upon the harp will I praiw 
Thee, God my God. (PsaJ. xxvii. 1 1. ; ni» 
13*.;cxxiii.l.3.!XKxv. la 2t. 27, 28,; xluA) 



2. A Prayer for Sttbmission to the Will of God. 
under loss af Property or Friends. 

O most Holy Lord God, the Supreme Lord 
and Governor of the world, who art unsearclu)blc 
in Thy wisdom, unspotted in Thy justice, and 
irresistible in Thy power ; whose goodneaa bath 
no bounds, but what Thy wise and holy will givfis 
unto it ; and art immutable in these, and all other 
perfections, the great God, most blessed. for eve& 
It is most reasonable and agreeable to our nature 
most proiitable and convenient to our intenetti 
moat satisfactory and suitable to our wisest choice, 
by an absolute and quiet submission in till tbiogl 
to Thy eovereigQ wisdom, justice, and goodiHisii 
to declare our fear aivilL teN«ein:e ol T>tt«»-, ««. 
unfeigned love to Thee, avii ieine* \a ^»b«(v 
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^hee; our Crusbflnd confidence inThee, and ready 
dispositions to obey Thee, 

Thou art too great, I know, to delight in griev- 
ing us Thy poor creatures, and hast other ways 
of procuring Thy own pleasure, than by our mi- 
eery, pain, and torment. And therefore, in a fuH 
persuasion of Thy unerring Providence over us, 
and infinite charity towards us, I here most 
humbly and freely resign all my thoughts and 
desires unto Tlice, submitting myself entirely to 
Thy orders, and resolving by Thy gracious assist- 
ance lo rest contented with whatsoever Thou 
appointcst. " The Lord gave, and the Lord hath 
taken away, blessed be the name of the Lord," 
(Job i. 21.) Blessed be Thy name, who hast con- 
tinued to nie so long the enjoyment of so many 
good things. Blessed be Thy name, that I had 
any thing to part witlial, wliereby I may testily 
my fiiilli in Thee, and affection to Thee. Blessed 
be Thy name, that I have any of the comforts of 
tli« life still remaining, and that they are not all 
liken away from me. I have nothing too great. 
or too dear, to be resigned to Thee, from whose 
bounty I received all I have, and who art my best 
Md my eternal friend. 

O that no repining thouglits may arise in my 
heart, to disorder and discompose my duty to- 
wards Thoe, or towards my neighbour : but lielij 
m» rather to think whereinWiave pffitwieA."Y^^*;i 
mnd- cnrtl'ulW to amend if, to \>\ti,ce w-^ tSwIw* I 
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ouNne ttead£EU(t]y on those immoveable thin 
are above; to lay up my treasure and 
heaven, and to prepare myself by perfe< 
purity, and thankfulness^ and patience, 
other virtues, to be translated thither, w 
life is hid in Thee with Christ Jesus* 

I thank Thee, O Father of mercies, tl 
hast given us such everlasting consolation. 
Thy grace in Him. Every day will I blc 
and I will praise Thy name for ever a 
for those exceeding great and precious j 

which Thou hast given us to support and 
us in all the troubles of this life. Incx 
faith, strengthen and confirm my hope ; li 
spirit continually to that blessed place wh( 
is, that I may rejoice in hope of that i 
life, where all tears shall be wiped from o 
and there shall be no sighing, nor son 
more; but [we who are now parted a 
shall meet together to acknowledge, witli 
praises, Thy wise and merciful Providence 
byways most contrary to our desires, hath 
us to endless and undisturbed bliss. 

Thou knowest, O Lord, the weakni 
frailty of our nature : therefore vouchsafe \ 
the constant assistance of Thy good Spi 
which I depend upon Thee) to enable mc 
tinue in this humble, quiet, and dutiful sut 
to Thee, waiting for that peaceable and jo 
pose in the eternal rest which Thou hast p 
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fbr Tliy people, through Thy mercies in Christ 
Jesm ; by whom all glory, honour, love, and 
obedience be rendered to Thee, by me and all 
mankind, both now and for ever. Amen. 



S. A Prayer for a Family afixr any grievous 

worldly Loss,* 

We have felt the kindness of Thy hand, O 
Lord, in the gifts of Thy providence, and it be- 
comes us to admit its justice in removing them, 
and to say, The Lord giveth, and the Lord taketh 
away, blessed be the name of the Lord. Thou 
faast been pleased to deprive us of the portion of 
this world's goods which we had attained by 
Thy blessing on our care and industry, and to 
which we had tooked as the means of establish- 
ing our children in the world, and of comfortable 
support to ourselves in the season of frailty ; but 
VhOe we feel the bitterness of this visitation, we 
desire to say, ^' It is the Lord, let him do what 
seemeth to him good." Preserve us from look- 
ing only at the dark side of the cloud, for this 
can merely serve to fill us with regret, anxiety, 
and fear. We bless God it has a bright side, 
and we will look to it, and thank God, and take 



• From ^* The Family Oblation." 
Z 



c 
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courage. We bless Theu that we have Thy pro* 
viJuntial care to look to, that Thou canst pnt a 
special blessing into tlie coarsest fare, and that 
none that trust in Thee shall be desolate. We 
bless Thee for health and strength, for the toils 
of honest industry, and do Tliou so guide and 
prosper us in them, tliat we may earn daily bread 
for our family, and may evince to those around 
us that the Lord will not cast off for ever, but 
that though He cause grief, yet will He have 
compassion according to the multitude of Hie 



What in our own conduct led to thia calami^ 
teach us to search out, to bewail, and guard 
againEt for the time to come. Let us not be 
liigb-niinded, but fear. Let us not indulfre'ift 
speculation, but be guided by experience. Let ui 
not put ourselves in the power of the crafty and 
the specious, but be prudent and wary ; and llet 
us not affect a mode of living unsuited to ntir 
station, but be frugal and temperate in all things. 
Where others have had their hand in this tit- 
lamity, let us not think of them with revengeM 
feelings, but with forgiveness. And while gotat 
seal their ruin by drowning all thought and fore- 
sight in intoxication, may we engage more re-i 
soiutely tlian ever in self-denial and activity,' 
JWay we ever remetnbeT ftvEit W « '(vce only that. 
degrades, that foUy banvsVea i\ ^^-j ^<« ^ " 
fortune, and that there w no Vo^ffi W '*''' 
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of a drunkard. Suffer us not to use any artifice 
to extricate ourselves from difficulties, or any 
sinful expedient to mitigate the calamity, or any 
unworthy methods to better our circunistancos. 
O let integrity and truth preserve us; ina\ we 
wait on the Lord and keep His way, so sliall we 
dwell in the land, and verily we shall be fed. 
May the young in this dwelling be disposed and 
enabled firmly and meekly to accommodate them- 
selves to such changes in our domestic affairs 
as may be necessary ; and instead of repining, 
may they exercise that contentment which will 
t>lesa both them and their parents, and seek to 
excel in virtue instead of setting their hearts on 
worldly distinction. O. grant to us that grace as 
pur portion which no calamity can injure, and 
make us all rich towards God. May we be 
Christ's by the attraction of His Spirit, and the 
cheerful surrender and devotedness of our hearts, 
and all things shall be ours, in as far as Thou 
seest they are requisite for our welfare. May 
the Lord be our shepherd and we shall not want, 
and let Thy name be magnified in us and by us, 
for ever. Amen. 



4. A Prayer to he used by a Widow. 

O Lord God, the succourer of all them lliat 
are in distress, the Father of the fatherless and 

r 
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the Husband of the widow, 1 beseech' Thee to 
have compassion upon mc. Itegard the suppli- 
cations of Thy servant ; and comfort me, O 
Lord, with a delightful sense of Thy preseace 
with me. Draw my Iieart nearer to Thysdf B> 
holy love and devout atfection, and a lively hope 
that Thou wilt never leave me nor forsake me. 

I ought to thank Thee at all times, for the 
many tokens of Thy love towards me ; and par- 
ticularly for lending me this blessing eo long, the 
value of which 1 now feel by my want of ita 
support. Pardon me, 1 beseech Thee, that I 
have not been so thankful for it, and for the rest 
of Thy mercies as I ought, nor so carefully im- 
proved them as I might have done. O take not 
away Thy loving-kindDessfrommein displeasure; 
but Btill vouchsafe the continuance of Thy favour 
towards me; especially thesupportof Thy divine 
grace, by the power of the Holy Ghost, to enable 
mc to bear this affiiction with an humble, mee%, 
and patient spirit. 

Moderate all my passions : free me from sH 
discontented and distrustful thoughts; help me 
to cast all my care on Thee, who relievest the 
fatlierless and widow, and carest even for the 
strangers. Fix my mind upon Thy love in the 
Lord Jesus ; in whom Thou wouldest have us to 
rejoice always. Lift up ™S t-lwughts to thoae 
heavenly enjoymenls \n tUiiVVicssei ■^m*. -wW* 
■ He IB [to wMch / hope my twi*aTia, w a*:t«rt*t 



iAh4:£dp*iQ« io follow afler him witiiaRldilU 
g^ce>r iaB pnre, ^ave» and godly cociTcrsatton \ 
ijidy by a careful education of my childEen, to 
Qnd^avoup that they may be also with as in thai 

r.'JLet'Thy blesfdng ever rest upon them. And 
no^^rthat they are left to me alone, give me so 
Ipuch the more wisdom to instruct and govern 
tbiem aright; and so much the more love to 
^i^m, and tender affection to their good and 
irelf^e* Make them to be a comfort for me in 
viy' widowhood^ by their increase in godliness^ 
that we may cheerfully serve Thee together, in 
pff^ers and thanksgivings and reading of Thy 
hfi^ word, and communion . with our blessed 
fii^Vi^ur, and all other actions of a Christian life. 
ftfiip^e us for whatever condition into which 
XltuMx ^halt be pleased to bring us ; that neither 
fulness nor poverty, honour nor reproaches, 
h^tb npr sickness, may ever separate us from 
Thy love in Christ Jesus ; but may we persevere 
m patient obedience to Thee, till we receive that 
crown of life, which He hath promised to them 
that love Thee. Amep, 



1 

' 5. A Prayer for an Orphan, 

,Q Lord, who never failest them that seek The^*. 
i^,g/)(f2fit to. the beast \v\s iooAk, vx\^.\^. S^a^^^waji^ 



rawns wliicli cry. I cast mjrself apoo Thineiu 
Sake goodoesg, with ^Miom the faUierkta lutfc 
been wont to find mercj. Be Thou, O Loud, 
FMhcr and tiod of my lite, a most merciful and 
grxcioUB Talher unto me, and proTide what Tboa 
soeet in Thy wisdom to be necessary lor me. 

Especially, bestow upon me some &ithfid friend 
lluit will admonish me, and take care of my sonl. 
to bring me up religiously in the fear of Tbeemj' 
God. Preserve me from all distrust of Thy good 
Providence : give me favour in the eyes of othiM, 
by an humble, submieBive, aud good behavioat 
towards them. Make me diligent and industnouE 
in some honest calling, and bless my labours and 
endeavours, that I may not be a burthen nnto 
others ; but whatsoever my portion may be in tbie 
world, give me grace to live so piously, justly, and 
soberly, that I may not miss of that " iocomipt- 
ib)e inheritance, which &deth not sway, reserved 
in the heavens for as," (1 Pet.i.4,) through Christ 
Jesus. Amen. 

^^^Hr 6. A Prayer for an aged Person. 

[ I adore Thee, O Lord of life and glory, wfaaart 
from everlasting to everlasting, and cliangest not ; 
beseeching Thee graciously to regard l"hine un- 
worthy servant, whose only hope is in Thine in- 
finite mcrcyf through our Lord and Saviour Jesus 



in di&tiihe iirold:tge;'forsilie'inep.Boly:Dt)w that 
My Strength iaiileth me: but be Tkdu:pleased to 
bupport me wider the declme tf/dafture; and, 
iwfaOe my outward mao decajty nay my inser 
man be renewed day hf day. Plresenre me from 
I'aH Jdteim'teiifted thoagfaUr and peeviab passions ; 
^iaid enaUe me to glorify lliee^' O GMt and Thy 
§aa Jteiut Christ my Lord and my Saviour. 
fruJ^die me ever ao loindMof mj'fiwlty, and of 
.lii[e*Bh'6rtnea8 aiid unoectaiiity o# this life* that 
aeitber tiekneBs upr death may svcrpriae me un- 
Awaret» <ir find me udprapar^ O Tbeu.God of 
lhope» fill me with all joy and; peace in believing, 
<jBnd make tak toabdund in hope tliroii^ the power 
.«f the Holy Gbeatr 

. > P&rdoii,pLovd^ aU jnystn% neglignices, errors, 
and tranfgrendbittooiimuttrf againat Thy Divine 
Majesty ; anA 411 liy keart irith a comfortal;^ 
sense df Tby pteSoiihig;in6tey in .Cbrist Jesus. 
As my heart and flesh fidl» be TIun;^ O God, the 
strength of my heart and ny portion for ever ; 
and when Thou shaltbe pleased tocall-me hence, 
may an (ibH^&Qt entrance.be voochaafed unto me 
into Thy heavenly kmgdom, thirough Jesus Christ 
tmyistrengf&and myHedeemer. * Aiken. 

-r.J- •;.,. '■■.■• . ■ ■,''f' ■■■■ . 

iTi ■>..;« ' II, , ^ 
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7. -4 Prayer under any InjurieSy Abuses, or 

Provocations. 

O God, whose beloved Son w^s evil-treated, 
tempted, reviled, spit upon, mocked, and per- 
secuted even unto death; and whose blessed 
disciples had also trials of cruel mockings and 
scourgings, and of severe bonds and imprison- 
ments : what then am I that I should expect to 
escape the injuries, abuses, and provocatioDS of 
this world ? Therefore, Lord, such as my folly 
and miscarriage have made my enemies, enable 
me to appease, and to gain them to my friend- 
ship ; and such as hate me wrongfully, pardon 
their sin, open their eyes, purify their minds, 
and convert their hearts unto Thee ; that they 
may see their fault, be reconciled to Thee, 
God I and then live, as much as in them lieth, ia 
peace with all men, that we may at last live 
together in heaven. And for^this end 'mortify, I 
beseech Thee, in all of us, the carnal mind, wliich 
is at enmity against Thee, and all those lusts 
which war in our members, from whence wars 
and fightings arise ; unite us all against the com- 
mon enemy of our souls ; and join all our hearts 
to Thee, in Thy true fear and love, that we may 
not meditate revenge, but study to be quiet ; and 
this we humbly pray, in the name of that great 
pattern of meekness. Thy Son, our Lord and 
Savioiu* Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

THANKSGIVINGS FOR DELIVERANCE 1 



I 



Whoso offcrcih piAiar, glorifieUi me. — PbrIqi I. ]-l. 23. 

I. A Prayer of Thanksgiving Jar any great 
Deliverance. 

God, my God and Father, Thou hast 
Btrangely preserved and rescued me from evil, 
and, for the glory of Thy own name. Thou hast 
diverted the arrow that was directed against me. 
What am I, O Lord, and what can I do, or what 
have I clone, that Thou shouldest do this for me? 

1 am, O God, a miserable sinner, and I can do 
nothing without a mighty grace, and I have done 
nothing by myself but what I am ashamed of, and 
I have received great mercies, and miracles of 
Providence. I sce,0 God, I see that Thy good- 
ness is the cause and measure of all my hopes and 
all my good : and upon the confidence and great- 
ness of that goodness, I humblybegof Thy sacred 
Majesty to keep and defend me from aJl evil by 
Thj wise Providence; to \eB,Amft»\\n?J.\.%wA\s^ 
the conduct of Thy DWvne S'pnvH.-, asAVasEtft'^ 



^ 
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have done amiss give me pardon, and where 1 
have been mistaken give me pity, and where I liave 
been injured give me Thy favour and a gracioos 
exchange : that I may serve Thee here with dili- 
gence, and hereafter may rejoice with Thee, and 
love Thee as I desire to love Thee, and as Thou 
deservest to be loved, even with all the powers 
and degrees of passion and essence^ to eternal 
ages, in the inheritance of Jesus, whom I love, 
for whom I will not refuse to die, in whom I desire 
to live and die : to whom with Thee, O gracious 
Father, and the Holy Spirit, be all glory and 
honour, love and obedience, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 



II. A Hymn of Thanksgiving for Deliverance 
from trouble of Mind, 

The bruised reed, O Lord, Thou hast not 
broken, nor quenched the smoking flax. (Matt. 

xii. 20.) 

Tliou hast restored unto me the joy of Thy 
salvation, and upheld me with Thy free Spirit. 

Thou hast made me to hear of joy and glad- 
ness, that the bones which Thou hast broken may 
rejoice. (Psal. li. 8. 12.) 
/ said, I will confess my transgresaioBB unto 
tho Lord, and Thou forgavest. XW mNojiVL^ ^^ 

nvsr 
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For this shall every one that is godly pray unto 
Thee, in a time when Thou mayest be found. 
(Psal. xxxii. 5, 6.) 

Depart from me, all ye workers of iniquity ; 
for the Lord hath heard the voice of my 
weeping. 

The Lord hath heard my supplication, the 
Lord will receive my prayer. (Psal. vi. 8, 9.) 

He will regard the prayer of the destitute, and 
not despise their prayer. 

And this shall be written for the generation to 
come; and the people which shall be created 
shall praise the Lord. (Psal. cii. 17> 18.) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and 
to the Holy Ghost : 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be, world without end. * Amen. 



in. A Prayer of Thanksgiving for Deliverance 
from trouble of Mind. 

O merciful Lord, Thou hast caused the light to 
shine out of the midst of darkness, and given me 
order and clearness, for my former confusedness 
of thoughts, and settled my trembling and 
troubled spirit in rest and peace. Thy grace has 
comfortably resolved and enlightened me about 
Thy ways, and set me firee itOKv \u'^ viwVaxv^vw^ 
scruples, and rid me of my Ae^^c\Atv% '^sv^ 




(juieting feiirs, by comfortable hopes of Thy Slf6 
mercies In Christ Jesus. 

Blessed be Thy love, O gracious Father, for 
seading me suth seasonable helps and siutable 
instructors, whO) by clear reprcBentatioRB of 
IhingBi have happily removed my fears SimL ig- 
norance. And blessed be Thy grace) for opening 
my heart and eyes, and enlightening and ijuietiog 
my spirit, by their means. But, above all] bleeaed 
be Thy goodness, for giving us such sweet pro- 
mises of favour and mercy in Jesus Christ, ai 
may give poor sinners ease of heart and humUe 
confidence in Thee. 

And, O do Thou, who hast now most gradwisly 
spoken peace unto my soul, maintain and ke^ up 
clear knowledge and unswerving righteousnese in 
the same, that it relapse not into guilt and ft*r< 
nor be clogged and disi^uieted by doubts ili>d 
scruples any more. Make me satisfied and settled 
in a right understanding of all good tilings, and 
carefiit in the observance of them. And let not 
any busy workings of the adversary, or of my 
own melancholy, make me unnecessarily Naifl> 
trustful, or suspicious, or unduly jealous, either of 
Thee, or of myself. Let me not be fickle and 
soon altered in my persuasions of Thy lovct or in 
my purposes of Thy service. But fin my heart in 
thou£-hU of righteousness, and ir " 
sjid comforts of joy ani\ peace. 
, Jesus Christ's sake. Amen. 



DELIVERAKCE FROM AFFLICTION. 



rV. Tlianhsgivings for RoMveryfrom Sidneta. 



l. A Htpnn of T/umJtsffirinr/, collected from the 
Holy Scriptures. 

Praise the Lord, my soul : and all that is 
within me prsiEe His holy name. 

Praise the Lord, O my soul : and forget not 
all His benefits. (Psal. ciii. 1, 2.) 

Who can express the noble acts of the Lord ; 
or shew forth all His praise ! (Psal. cvi. 2.) 

Which forgivetli all thy sins : and healcth all 
thine infirmities. 

■' Which saveth thy life from destruction: and 
crowneth thee with mercy and loving kindness. 

Which satisficth thy mouth witii good things ; 
making thee young and lusty aa an eagle, (Psal. 
ciii. S, *, 5.) 

For His arrows stuck fast in me : and His hand 
pressed me sore- 
There was no health in my flesh, because of 
His dipleasure, neither was there any rest in my 
bones, by reason of' my sin. (Psal. xxxviij. 2, 3.) 

My soul abhorred all manner of meat ; and I 
was even hard at death's door. (Psal, cvii. 18.) 

Then cried I unto Thee, O Lord : and gat rae 
to my Lord right humbly. (Psal. xxx. R.) * 

I said, O my God, take me not away in the 
midst of mine age ; aa fox TVj ■^ewi%,'&vc?j «»S(sbs. 
throughout all gcnciaticma. tV%ii. iS\.1^^ 

A, A. I 
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Bat what profit i» there in my blood, when I 
go down to the pit? (Psal. xxx. 9.) 

Hear my prayer then, O Lord, and with Thine 
ears consider my calling : hold not Thy peace at 
my tears. 

spare me a little, that I may recover my 
strength before I go hence, and be no more seen. 
(Psal. xxxix. 13. 15.) 

So when I cried unto the Lord in my trouble; 
He delivered me out of my distress. 

He sent His word and healed me : and I was 
saved from destruction. (Psal. cvii. 19, 20.} 

01 what great troubles and adversities hast 
Thou shewed me, and yet didst Thou turn and 
quicken me: yea, and broughtest me from the 
deep of the earth again. (Psal. Ixxxi. 1 8. 20.) 

Therefore will I praise Thee and Thy faithful- 
ness, O God : I will offer unto my God thanks- 
giving, and pay my vows unto the most Highest. 
(Psal. 1. 14.) 

For the grave cannot praise Thee ; death cannot 
celebrate Thee : they that go down to the pit 
cannot declare Thy truth. 

But the living, the living, he shall praise Thee, 
as I do this day : the fathers to the children shall 
make known the goodness of the Lord. (Isaiah 
xxxviii. 18, 19.) 

And tliey that know Thy name will put their 
trust in Thee; for Thou, Lord, \i«^t tk^N«t ^«JM^ 
"hem that seek Thee. (Psal. bt. \0.^ 
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Ad for me, I will give great thanks unto the 
Lord with my mouth ; and praise Him among the 
multitude. (Psal. cix. 29.) 

come hither, and hearken, all ye that fear 
God ; and I will tell ye what He hath done for 
my soul. (Psal. Ixvi. 1 4.) 

1 was in misery, and like unto him that is at 
the point to die ; but He delivered me out of all 
my fear. (Psal. Ixxxviii. 15.; xxxix. 4.) 

If the Lord had not helped me, it had not 
jfailed but my soul had been put to silence. 

But when I said, My foot hath slipped ; Tliy 
mercy, O Lord, held nle up. (Psal. xciv. 17, 18.) 

Thou hast turned my heaviness into joy, Thou 
hast put off my sackcloth, and girded me witli 
gladness. (Psal. xxx. IL) 

The Lord is my strength and my shield, my 
heart hath trusted in Him, and I am delivered : 
therefore my heart danceth for joy, and in my 
song will I praise him. (Psal. xxvii. 8.) 

O how plentiful is Thy goodness, which Thou 
hast laid up for them that love Thee : and that 
Thou hast prepared for them that put their trust 
in Thee, even before the sons of men. (Psal. 
xxxi. 21.) 

O ye that love the Lord, see that ye hate the 
thing which is evil : the Lord preservcth the 
souls of the faithful, He deUvereth them from the 
hand of the wicked one. (P«.«\. ^cs\v \^>y 
His mercy and trutYi sYvcSV ic5^o>N ^^ "^ "^^ 

A X ^ i 
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days of my life : and I will dwell in the house of 
the Lord for ever. (Pjsal. xxiiL 6.) 

I will keep the ways of the Lord : and will not 
forsake my God as the wicked doth. 

For I have an eye unto all His laws, and will 
not cast out His commandments from me. (Psal. 

xviii. 21, 22.) 

Praised be the Lord, who hath not cast out 
my prayer, nor turned Hb mercy firdm me. (PsaL 
Ixvi. 18.) 

Yea, blessed be the Lord God,, even the God 
of Israel : which only doth wondrous things. 

And blessed be the name of His Majesty for 
ever : and let all the earth be filled with His 
Majesty. Amen. Amen. (Psal. Ixxxii. 18, 19.) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to 
the Holy Ghost : 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be, world without end. Amen. 



2. A short Prayer of Thanksgiving for 

Recovery, 

O gracious Lord, the God of the spirits of all 

flesh, in whose hand my time is, I praise and 

magni^r Thee, that Thou hast in love to my soul 

delivered it from the pit of cortvvp\Aoii, «xi^ x^- 

stored me to health again. It \a TUow ^oxi^, ^ 
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Lord, that hast preserved my life from: 4e3tfuqT 
tion ; Thou hast chastened and corrected mey but 
Thou hast not given me over unto death. Oilet 
this life which Thou hast thus graciously spared^ 
be wholly consecrated to Thee. Behold, O Lord, 
I am by Thy mercy made whole ; O make me 
strictly careful to sin no more, lest a worse thing 
come unto me. Lord, let not this reprieve 
Thou hast now given me, make me secure, a^ 
thinking that my Lord delay eth His coming ; but 
grant me, I beseech Thee, to make a right use 
of this long-sufiering of Thine, and so to employ 
every minute of that time Thou shalt allow me, 
that when Thou shalt appear, I may have con- 
fidence, and not be ashamed before Thee at Tby 
coming. Lord, I have found by this approach 
towards death, how dreadful a thing it is to be 
taken unprepared: O let it be a perpetual ad- 
monition to me to watch for my Master's poming. 
And when the pleasures of sin shall present them- 
selves to entice me, O make me to remember how 
bitter they will be at the last. O Lord, hear me, 
and as Thou hast in much mercy afforded me 
time, so grant me also grace, to work out my 
own salvation, to provide oil in my lamp, that 
when the Bridegroom cometh, I may go with Him 
to the marriage. Grant this, I beseech Thee, fot 
Thy dear Son's sake. Amen. 



A A. ?> 
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3, AwoOier shorter Prat/er of Thanksffiotn^^,-^ || 

O 1-ord God, who hast in Thy tender mercy 
prolonged my days in tliis world ; give me grace 
to spend that life Thou hast now lengthened in 
Tliy service. 

O give me grace to perform all my resolutions 
of new obedience, and so to live in the filial fear 
of Thee, all the remainder of my life, that 1 may 
at last die at peace with myself, at peace with the 
whole world, and at peace with Tliee ; througli 
Tliy well-beloved Son, my blessed Saviour Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 



'^A 'larger Form of Tfianhsgiving for Recovery, 

Most gracious and merciful God, to whom 
alone belong the issues of life and death ; 1, ,Tby 
unworthy servant, who have been under Tliine 
afflicting hand, and am raised again from the bedj 
of eickjiess, do liere present myself before Th^e^ 
in « thankful sense of Thy great mercy afkd 
goodness towards me. Thou hast chastened and 
rarrected me, but Thou hast not given me; ovef 
anlo death. Thou hast saved my life from de- 
struction, and crowned me w\Vb mercy and 
JovJug Ju'ndneBB. Blessed be T\»v \\q\^ tiska*, 
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for supporting me under the pain and anguish of 
my sick bed, for the seasonable supplies of pa- 
tience and comfort which Thou didst graciously 
afford me, and for restoring me, in Thy gopd 
time, to the blessings of health and strength. * 

But I Ifnow, O Lord, that the pain and weak- 
ness wherewith Thou hasl visited me were ngt 
for the punishment of my body, but for the im- 
provement of my soul ; to let me see the frailty 
of my nature, and Uie uncertainty of my life ;,,t<i 
wean me from the delights of this world, and to' 
engage me in a serious preparation for the next';' 
in all whicb I tbankfuUy acknowledge Thy fatherly 
care over me, and that Thou of very faithfulness 
hast caused me to be afflicted. 

I adore the richness of Thy goodness, in giv- 
ing me a right knowledge of Thee and Thy 
wayg, in these Thy dispensations to me, and in 
making them the happy means to bring me to a 
s6nse of the evil of my doings, and to a serious 
consideration of my fixture state. Before I was 
afflicted, I went astray ; I forgot my duty to 
Thee, and followed tlie imaginations of my own 
heart ; my thoughts were taken up with the 
business and entertainments of this world, and 
the care of my soul was neglected and forgotten. 
But Thy chastisements have brought me back 

. iluring IliE lime of sickncs), !iatl| 
bevn light-headed, be at »lie niBj aii, \aiiiV) fios, \«*^ 
I ux^'arni/ reaion and und«r&lunMnK.'\ 
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into the right way ; and now> to my .unspeakable 
comfort and happinesSi my affections are placed 
upon the Things above> and the things that coi^- 
cern my everlasting salvation. To Thee, there* 
fore, O my God, who hast not cut me off i]i the 
midst of my sins, but hast in great mercy ^ven 
me space for repentance and amendment; to 
Thee will I live in holiness and rigfateoiuoess, 
all my days ; forsaking every evil way, utd 
studying above all things to do that wVodi ia 
well-pleasing in Thy sight. I am heartily grieved 
at the sins and vanities of my former life, and do 
here solemnly renounce them all ; more especifdiy 
those which I have been hitherto most guilty of, 
and to which my own corrupt inclinations, or the 
snares and temptations of the world, are most 
like to betray me for the time to come. *' And 
in a sense of my own weakness and frailty, I 
earnestly implore the assistance of Thy Holy 
Spirit, to subdue my inordinate desires, to 
break the power of all evil habits, and to keep 
me steadfast in every promise and resolutioi 
that I made before Thee, in the day of m 
distress : all which I do now, in Thy presenc 
most sincerely and heartily renew. And I b 
seech Thee, let me never be drawn to forget 
neglect them, either by the cares and pleasu 

* Here amfeas Uic »ius you VMLNeV>ccTv vfto^ ^goSX* 
M(/ against w/jicb you do Uiertfore ipatx\cu\ax\^ ve^5tf 
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of this world, or by tlic hopes of a long continu- 
ance !n it, but give me grace always to make 
eternity my chief care and concern; and let Thy 
late' gracious warning of mortality teach me the 
uncertainty of my abode upon eartb, and oblige me 
to live in a daily preparation to die. That EO 
having duly profited by Thy fatherly chastise-. 
ment, and employing the remainder of my daye 
to Tiiy glory, and the salvation of my own soul, 
I may be found watching, whenever my appointed 
lime shall come, and may change this frail state 
of mortality for an immortal crown of glory. 
All which I humbly beg of Thee, through the 
merits and mediation of Jesus Christ, my blessed 
Saviour and Redeemer. Amen. 



5. A Prayer of ThaiiJtsgiving fir a Patient in a 
Hospital or Tiifirmary, on hU Recovery from 
Sickness, 

Most gracious and merciful God, the fountain 
of life, I return Thee humble and hearty thanks 
for having spared the life of Thy servant. I adore 
Thee, as the author of my tnire, and praise Thee 
for the gmxesg Thou hast given to those a)>p!ica- 
lions which were the means oE effeiam^xi.. ^As^i 
/remember the chastUemenls, vXie TO&Vras&sK*' 
aa(/ the de/iVeraiice I have leceWei-, ^^^^ '^^'^'i 
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be enabled to perform the good resolutions I maxk 
in my sickness. As Thou hast condescended to 
hearken to the prayer of so sinful a creature, may 
I call upon Thee as long as I live. Being made 
whole, may I go away and sin no morcy lest a worse 
thing come unto me. Having known the bitter- 
.ness of affliction, may 1 pity and endeavour to re- 
lieve those who labour under it : and may I never 
forget my obligation to Thee» and all the kindness 
of those about me, [^especially to the subscr^A)er% 
to this hospital^ and my other benefactors,'] whom I 
humbly recommend to Thy continual kindness 
and everlasting favour, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord and only Saviour. Amen. 



6. A Prayer of Thanksgiving for Deliverance 
from a pestilential JSpidemic. — {From the 
JBook of Common Prayer,) 

O Lord our God, who hast wounded us for our 

sins, and consumed us for our transgressions, by 

Thy late heavy and dreadful visitation ; and now, 

in the midst of judgment remembering mercy, 

hast redeemed our souls from the jaws of death : 

we humbly acknowledge before Thee, O most 

tnerciful Father, that a\\ tVie i^wm^metAs* which 

are threatened in Thy law m\^x. V^^xV^ ^^ 

hIJen upon us, by reason of o>k m«xv5o\^xx« 
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gressions and hardness of heart. Yet, seeing it 
bath pleased Thee of Thy tender mercy to 
assuage the contagious sickness, wherewith we 
have lately been sore afflicted, and to restore the 
voice of joy and health into our dwellings ; we 
offer unto Thy Divine Majesty, ourselves, our 
souls and bodies which Thou hast delivered, to 
be a living sacrifice unto Thee, praising and mag- 
nifying Thy glorious Name for Thy preservation 
and providence over us, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 



THE END, 
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